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IT IS NOT NEGOTIABLE! 

 

By the time you receive this message we will have 

elected a new President and half of the nation will be in grief 

or just down right mad.  The opinions and views of just 

about every voting citizen will have been expressed at the 

voting booth probably not in love but in frustration.  I have 

been silent in the diocese about who to vote for because 

most have varied opinions, that cross the landscape of politics and talk about it 

all the time and there really is no need for me to get into the fight, unless they 

bring our Lord into the arena.  I have enough on my plate just trying to keep the 

sheep coming to church and attending to the activities that minister to their 

spiritual well-being.  But, I will be one happy clergyman when this thing has 

been put to bed and we can get down to some serious religious living. Because 

at the end of the day I don’t think our Father in heaven will ask me who I voted 

for… He will already know.  It has been a brutal and nasty campaign and even 

the Queen of England was willing to suggest that if we couldn’t get our act 

together she was willing to step back into our nation and carry on as in the good 

old days.  Who knows maybe if that happened the taxes just might not be so bad 

and we can all sit down over a cup of tea.  Once a president is elected it is not 

negotiable from that point forward. 

Many things in our nation are negotiable, like the budget, objectives and 

goals and the many opinions expressed in our Sunday School Classes about the 

interpretation of scripture, and in retreats, helping our lives to be in alignment 

with the Faith and assured of a place in the presence of Christ.  But there are 

also many things that are “not” negotiable.  Foremost on my mind today is 

stated in the Preamble of our Constitution: 

 

“The Anglican Catholic Church is a constituent member of the One Holy 



Catholic and Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ, faithfully continuing the 

Anglican tradition. This Church upholds the historic Catholic Faith, Apostolic 

Order, Orthodox Worship, and Evangelical Witness as set forth in the 1962 

Canadian and 1928 American editions of the Book of Common Prayer, and 

accepts as binding and unalterable the received Faith and Traditions of the 

Church, and its teachings, including the male Episcopate, Priesthood, and 

Diaconate, as set forth in the Holy Scriptures; the Apostles', Nicene, and 

Athanasian Creeds; the writings of the "ancient Catholic Bishops and Doctors"; 

and especially as defined by the Seven Ecumenical Councils of the Undivided 

Church.”   

 

This is not negotiable.  I nor any other bishop or member of the Church 

can effectively change or negotiate a way out of believing that this is the 

Christian Church in which we as Anglicans declare to believe and are 

beneficiaries of the gifts and graces inherited in Christ Church.  It is who we 

are.  It is not just the clothing I wear or the tone of my voice because that is 

different with every person.  But it is the FAITH in which we uphold, and is 

contained within this practice.  As an example it can be found in the 1962 

Canadian and 1928 Book of Common Prayer.  The 1928 prayer book being the 

first truly Catholic Prayer Book since the Church of England in 1549.  The Holy 

Scriptures, the Creeds as defined above and most especially the Catholic 

Bishops and Doctors of the Church are the source of our Faith.  I do not protest 

any of this.   It is just not negotiable.  I along with all other Bishops in the 

Church are Catholic Bishops!   

There are many issues that happened in 1517 with the Reformers and 

followers of Luther and others that they thought were negotiable, like the 

meaning of penitence and confession, scripture only with no need for reason or 

tradition.  They rejected by in large the hierarch of bishops and clergy and 

reduced it to the priesthood of all believers, discounting the value of the Seven 

Sacraments to only two, Baptism and Holy Communion, with the reamaining 

five sacraments negotiable.  Some church sects and individuals continue to 

negotiate their way out of the fullness of the Catholic Faith.  Many people 

personally want to develop their own doctrine, enforcing their own discipline 

about what is important to their luxury and sentiments, without ever measuring 

their personal belief alongside the beliefs of the True Church of Christ.  I am 

proud and excited to be part of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  If 

you are not a Catholic you need to be where the Catholic Church is and being 

with us is Catholic.   

No one ever said standing up for the truth would be easy in the Anglican 

Catholic Church.  It has not been so since the Affirmation of St. Louis.  We are 

the remnant of English speaking Catholics left by others who wanted to do it on 

their own.  We get accused by the Romans Catholics thinking we are living in a 

myth and The Eastern Orthodox who scoff at our devotion to the English 



heritage as pointless, and the thousands of protestant groups doing their own 

thing and advising us to do the same while at the same time stealing our prayers, 

music and ethos as something they inherited and can improve upon.  Our 

churches and dioceses stand firmly within the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic 

Church.  Does that mean you understand it all and all that it means?  Does one 

completely adhere to every practice and obligation all the time and in all places?  

Probably not.  But what it does say is that we have it… come and embrace it!  

Come and learn of me says Jesus, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 

I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my 

yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  (Matthew 11:29-30)  To be in the 

Catholic Church is to be in Christ and to experience him as meek and lowly in 

heart.  It is a place to find rest for our souls.  It is not a hard and difficult place 

to be and the burden of work is light.  We are the body of Christ and He is the 

head of the Catholic Church from which we can never separate ourselves.  Let 

us rejoice that the light still shines through us.  Peace be with us all. 

 

 

From the Archdeacon 
 

Psalm 72:17 says, “Forsake me not, O God, in mine old age, when I am 

gray-headed, until I have showed thy strength unto this generation, and thy 

power to all them that are yet for to come.” 

As we grow older, it is easy to think we don’t have much sway in the 

things of this world, that we can’t make much of a difference.  But we can.  We 

can continue to tell others about our great Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the 

hope we have in Him.  

St. Paul in his first letter to the believers at Thessaloniki said as believers 

we have a much greater hope than those who are not believers.  This is 

particularly true when we think about the Second Advent or Coming of 

Jesus.  Paul said, “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 

Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 

ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” (1 

Thessalonians 4:16-18) 

As we come into the Advent season, we have two great reasons to rejoice 

and hope—that God sent His Son to become man and dwell among us and that 

He is coming again!   

May God give us the wisdom to seize the opportunities to tell others 

about this Good News and great hope that we might be part of His work 

bringing more souls into His Kingdom.  

 

~ The Venerable Jeffrey Johnson 



From the Bishop’s Chaplain 
 

As a part of my duties, the Bishop has asked that I accompany him on his 

parochial visitations. I have enjoyed meeting new people, and renewing old 

friendships. Of particular pleasure has been the opportunity to worship with 

brothers and sisters in-Christ, in Parishes that I’ve never before visited!  

In the course of making his visitations, the Bishop has decided that a 

more practical division of the diocesan Regions is in-order. There will be three 

Regions, as-follows: 

 

North     South     West 

 

S. Mary’s    S. Alban’s    S. Thomas 

S. Michael    S. Matthew’s   Epiphany 

SS. Andrew & Margaret  S. Mark’s    S. Paul’s 

Ascension    All Saint’s    Christ Church 

Saint Luke’s    S. John’s    S. Stephen’s 

S. Anne’s    S. Athanasius   S. Peter’s 

S. Columba         S. Columba’s 

 

 The Bishop has asked that Fr. Edmunds serve in the North, Fr. Whitaker 

in the South, and Fr. McHenry in the West, as Regional Co-ordinators. The 

strength of the Diocese, indeed the entire Church, lays in our Parishes. The 

more we can do to promote communication, collegiality, and brotherly love and 

affection amongst our constituent parishes, their people and Clergy, the stronger 

we shall become. I remain in His Love. 

 

 ~ The Rev’d Fr. Thomas L. Crowder 

 

 

From the Diocese 

 

The Diocesan Prayer 
 

ALMIGHTY God, who alone gavest us the breath of life, and alone canst keep 

alive in us the holy desires thou dost impart; We beseech thee, for thy 

compassion’s sake, to sanctify all our thoughts and endeavours; that we may 

neither begin an action without a pure intention nor continue it without thy 

blessing. And grant that, having the eyes of the mind opened to behold things 

invisible and unseen, we may in heart be inspired by thy wisdom, and in work 

be upheld by thy strength, and in the end be accepted of thee as thy faithful 

servants; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. (BCP p. 594) 
 



Prayer for Parish Growth 
 

 O God, who knowest the needs of all thy creatures, and dost bestow the 

favour of thy grace alike upon the humble and the great; be with us in all our 

endeavors devoted to thy service, and grant us, we beseech thee, such increase 

of numbers and of means as will secure this house of prayer to the worship and 

glory of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

Bishop’s Proposed Visitation Schedule for A.D. 2017 

 
DOS SYNOD, Athen, GA     

National Conference on Ministry to the Armed Forces   9-13 Jan 

St Andrew's & St. Margaret of Scotland, Alexandria, VA SUN 15-Jan 

St Mary's, Wilmington, DEL SUN 29-Jan 

All Angels, Springfield, VA SUN 05-Feb 

Church of the Ascension, Centerville, VA SAT 04-Feb 

PRE-LENT RETREAT   
24-25 

FEB 

SPRING CLERICUS (Shalom Retreat House)   
24-26 

APR 

St. Athanasius SUN 30-Apr 

St. Anne's, Charlotte Hall, MD MON 08-May 

St. Alban's, Richmond, VA SUN 14-May 

St Mark's, Williamsburg, VA SAT 13-May 

St. Columba's, Warrington, VA SUN 18-Jun 

DMAS SYNOD   
22-24 

Jun 

St. Thomas, Roanoke, VA SUN 25-Jun 

St. Stephen's, Clifton Forge, VA SUN 09-Jul 

Christ Church at Union Chapel, Carloover, VA SUN 09-Jul 

DMAS YOUTH CAMP   9-15 JUL 

St. Columba's, Lebanon, VA ? ? 

St. Peter's, Christiansburg, VA SUN 30-Aug 

Church of the Epiphany, Amherst, VA SUN 10-Sep 

St. Luke's, Fredericksburg, VA MON 11-Sep 

St. Paul's, Lexington, VA TUE 12-Sep 

All Saints, Saluda, VA SUN 17-Sep 

St. Matthew's, Newport News, VA THU 21-Sep 

St. John's, Virgina Beach, VA SUN 24-Sep 

College of Bishop's/Provincial Synod   2-6 Oct 

FALL CLERICUS   17-Nov 

PRE-ADVENT RETREAT   18-Nov 

St. Michael the Archangel, Fredrick, MD SUN 26-Nov 



Notes on the Calendar 

 February 24-25 – Lenten Retreat, location TBD 

 April 24-25 – Clericus – Shalom House, Montpelier, Virginia. 

 June 22-24 – DMAS 2017 Synod w/Youth Synod, location TBD 

 July 9-15 – DMAS Summer Camp 

 October 2-6 – Provincial Admin. Council, College of Bishops, and Synod meetings –  

o            Crowne Plaza Ravinia, Dunwoody, Georgia (Atlanta area) 

 November 17 – Fall Clericus – Location TBD 

 November 18 – Pre-Advent Retreat – Location TBD 

 

Diocesan Administration 
 

Commission on Ministry – no report. 

 

Children and Youth Committee – no report. 

 

Constitution and Canons Committee – no report. 

  

Council of Advice – no report. 

 

Executive Committee – no report. 

 

Music Commission – no report. 

 

Standing Committee – no report. 
 

 

Clergy News 

 
Bishop McClean celebrated his 32nd anniversary as a Priest in the Church of 

God on September 22nd. He celebrated 33 years as a Deacon on November 17. 

He was ordained Deacon by Bishop Rutherfoord at Saint Andrew's in Alexandria, 

Virginia, and ordained Priest by Bishop Rutherfoord at St. George's in Temple 

Hills, Maryland. 

 

Father Sam Catlin, who has retired to Texas, sends the following note: 

I am now canonically resident in the Diocese of New Orleans although 

DMAS is woven into the fabric of my soul.  Since the last Credo I have 

attended the Western region clericus of this Diocese and the Ordination of 

Rogers Merideth as Deacon at St. Phillip's Church, Austin, Texas. 

Once a month I go to the APA parish in town, St. Mary Queen of Heaven, as 

my part in exploring closer relations with some of the other jurisdictions.  



I have started a weekly series of lessons disseminated by email based on the 

Greek text of the Epistles or Gospels for the upcoming Sunday for clergy and 

laity who wish to maintain or extend their fluency in Biblical Greek. DMAS is 

well represented with Frs. Whitaker, Poff, Edmunds, and Johnson among the 

clergy and Bob Savage and Sarah Gannon among the laity. 

When Bishop Lerow invited Bishop Lowe to lead our diocesan retreat, I 

wasn't sure what to think of him.  Now that I have had a chance to get to know 

Bishop Lowe better I understand Bishop Lerow's choice.  Bishop Lowe is a true 

gentle man and a humble Christian spirit.  His sense of humor is subtle, but 

deep.  I am thankful that Bishop Lerow gave me the chance to encounter him 

before I placed myself under his jurisdiction. 

 

Father Darby sent the following items: 

Sheila and I have been on the road for almost 2 weeks and won't return until 

after the 28th.  First stop is Pasadena, California, to help one of Sheila's 

daughters and husband with their newborn, then onward this Wednesday to 

Glenwood Springs, Colorado, to have Thanksgiving with one of Sheila's sons 

and his family.   All of this we're doing by train ... a real adventure ... the ACC 

on the road! 

 

 
 

Fr. Alex & Sheila Darby on-board the train on their way to visit their new Grandchild. 

 

 



Legacies at the Taubman Museum Art Museum 

 

The Right Rev’d William de J. Rutherfoord will be a featured artist at the 

Taubman Museum of Art. The exhibition, Legacies, is a survey of important 

Roanoke area artists, now deceased, who contributed significantly to the growth 

of fine art in Roanoke, Virginia. Bishop Rutherfoord will have six paintings, 

done during his early adulthood in Fincastle and Charlotte Court House, 

Virginia. 

Also included are four water-colours done during World War II, along 

with an illustrated book, published by the US Army, produced during the Luzon 

Campaign, and a second illustrated book of dinosaurs representing his post war 

life as a professional illustrator for Simon & Schuster. The exhibition will be on 

view August 27, 2016 - January 22, 2017 in the Special Exhibition Gallery. 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
A downloadable copy of the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer can be found on the DMAS website. 

 

December 4, A.D. 2016, Advent II ~ The Parishes of the Patrimony:  

Saint Joseph’s Parish, San Mateo, California; The Rev’d Fr. John Altburg, 

Rector, The Rev’d Fr. Craig Looney, Curate. The ACC Parishes in Rwanda. 

December 11, A.D. 2016, Advent III (Gaudete) ~ The Diocese of the 

Midwest, The Right Rev’d Rommie M. Starks, Bishop Ordinary. 

December 18, A.D. 2016, Advent IV ~ Saint Stephen’s Parish, Clifton Forge, 

Virginia; The Rev’d Fr. C. Thomas McHenry, Jr., Rector. 

December 25, A.D. 2016, Christ Mass I ~ Saint John’s Parish, Virginia Beach, 

Virginia; The Rev’d Fr. Robert Whitaker, Rector. 

January 1, A.D. 2017, Circumcision ~ Saint Thomas of Canterbury Parish, 

Roanoke, Virginia; The Rev’d Fr. Paul Beutell, Rector, The Rev’d Canon 

Marvin Gardner & The Rev’d Fr. Don Poff, Priest Associates, The Rev’d Fr. 

Dennis Sossi, Priest-in-Residence. 

January 8, A.D. 2017, Epiphany I ~ The Church of the Epiphany, Amherst, 

Virginia; The Rev’d Fr. William C. Crites, Priest-in-Charge. 

January 15, A.D. 2017, Epiphany II ~ The Diocese of Christ the Redeemer,  

The Right Rev’d Solomzi Samson Mentjies, Bishop Ordinary. 

January 22, A.D. 2017, Epiphany III ~ Saint Paul’s Parish, Lexington, 

Virginia; The Rev’d Fr. Don Poff, Priest-in-Charge. 

January 29, A.D. 2017, Epiphany IV ~ Saint Mary’s Parish, Wilmington, 

Delaware; The Rev’d Canon Kenneth Gunn-Walberg, Rector. 

February 5, A.D. 2017, Epiphany V ~ Saint Columba’s Mission, Lebanon, 

Virginia; The Rev’d Fr. S. Strother Smith, III, Priest-in-Charge. 

February 12, A.D. 2017, Septuagesima ~ The Missionary Diocese of Australia 

and New Zealand, The Right Rev’d Denis Hodge, Vicar General. 



February 19, A.D. 2017, Sexagesima ~ The Missionary Diocese of Kenya, 

The Right Rev’d John K. Ndegwa, Bishop Ordinary. 

February 26, A.D. 2017, Quinquagesima ~ The Diocese of the South,  

The Most Rev’d Mark Haverland, Archbishop. 

March 5, A.D. 2017, Lent I ~ For the observance of a Holy Lent.  

   

 

From the Parishes and Missions 

 
 

All Angels Parish, Springfield, Virginia  

 

In a ceremony last summer in Manassas, Fr. Clarke, 

priest-in-charge of All Angels, obtained his U.S. citizenship. 

Fr. Clarke was one of over 400 people taking the Oath of 

Allegiance at the event, albeit the only one from his home 

country of Jamaica. He was cheered on by family and friends, 

including a sizable contingent of All Angels parishioners. Fr. Clarke recently 

was able to exercise one of his new rights as a citizen by voting in his first U.S. 

election.       

 

 

 
              



All Saints Parish, Saluda, Virginia 

             

All Saints is excited to be welcoming several new 

families into our parish. We hope and pray they will 

continue in fellowship with us and become members of the 

ACC and All Saints soon.  

All Saints’ Adult Bible study continues to work through the Book of 

Hebrews.  We took a slight detour examining the Will of God and the concept 

of Free Will. We continue to grow in our understanding of the amazing 

blessings God gives us in His New Covenant—that we can “come boldly into 

the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 

need.” (Hebrews 4:16) 

The Men’s Group of All Saints gathered together for the annual Son of the 

American Revolution oyster cook in November.  It was a time filled with great 

laughs and fellowship—and of course some awesome oysters! 

All Saints celebrated the fifth anniversary of having Fr. Johnson conduct 

worship services in Saluda. It is amazing how quickly time has flown. In the 

five years, we’ve had a wedding, two baptisms, confirmations, receptions, a 

memorial service, and over 250 sermons!  Fr. Johnson thanked the Lord Jesus 

Christ for the honor and privilege to serve at All Saints.  He said, “It has been 

an amazing experience growing together with everyone here at All Saints, 

which is such an incredibly loving and supportive group of people.” 

 

Christ Church Mission, Bath County, Virginia 

 

Christ Church welcomed Bishop Lerow for his episcopal 

visit on November 6. A special luncheon was held after the 

service. 
 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Ascension Parish, Centreville, Virginia 

 

No submission. 

 

 

  



Church of the Epiphany Parish, Amherst, Virginia  

 

No submission. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Alban’s Pro-Cathedral, Richmond, Virginia  

 

The Anglican Catholic Church Diocese of the Mid-

Atlantic States PRE-ADVENT RETREAT took place at Saint 

Alban’s again this year on the 5th of November. The retreat 

was led by Fr. Seraphim Hicks of St. Simeon Skete and 

Nazareth House Apostolate. Fr. Seraphim is a traditional 

Anglican priest and retreat leader. He has led retreats internationally on a 

variety of topics relating to prayer and Christian spirituality. 

The theme, The Incarnation and Mary viewed through the Remnant 

Rosary, was presented in four sessions, each on a mystery of the Remnant 

Rosary. The Remnant Rosary is praying the Life of Jesus in union with Mary 

who said yes to that Life (Lk. 1:29, 38; 2:19, 51; Jn. 2:1,5; 19:25-27; Acts 1:14). 

The Mysteries are the inner room of meeting (Mt. 6:6), a storeroom where new 

and old treasures are brought forth (Mt. 13:52): The Rosary is a window 

through which I can look out and see God’s view of things. The Blessed 

Mother, Mary Messenger of Peace is loved in my life; the Remnant Rosary has 

given to this love that form and expression which is most beautiful and 

desirable.” Those not having a rosary were given one. 

A total of 67 people were in attendance. St. Alban’s as host 

church provided breakfast, lunch and food and beverage at the breaks. Led by 

Eunice Green the team preparing and cleaning up were Hilda Braswell, 

Christine Unger, Elizabeth Nalls, Jean Bugg, and Ed Darby. The food and drink 

that was offered was greatly appreciated by those attending. 

With Bishop Lerow’s presence at the retreat there followed Evening 

Prayer with a Confirmation service for 7 people from Saint Athanasius Church. 

When asked how he felt about the retreat, Father Seraphim replied, “I live a life 

of seclusion, I have served in combat zones and Muslim countries. Being with 

the folks at this meeting was a wonderful thing. This is the way church is 

supposed to be, the way I remember it. I’ve had a wonderful time.”  

To learn more about St. Simeon’s Skete and Nazareth House 

please visit http://www.nazarethhouseap.org/ 
 



    

          Fr. Seraphim Hicks leading the sessions at the Pre-Advent Retreat. 
 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ss. Andrew and Margaret Parish, Alexandria, 

VA 
 

Saint Andrew & Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 

held its annual Pet Blessing on Saturday, October 1, 

2016.  Despite some wet weather, the event was a 

successful community outreach, and has become an 

anticipated tradition with neighbourhood pet owners. 

The Annual Parish Picnic was held on Sunday, September 18, 2016, 

along the shore of the Potomac River at Fort Hunt Park, following a specially 

scheduled 10:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist.  The large turnout was blessed with great 

weather and delicious BBQ. 

Both All Saints' Day (11/1) and All Souls' Day (11/2) were observed with 

Noonday Services. The Parish’s annual St. Andrew’s Day Celebration and 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan will be held on Wednesday, November 30, 2016 at 7pm. 

The event will include bagpipes, traditional music, and a hearty reception 

following the Evening Prayer service.  All are invited. 
 

  



Saint Anne’s Parish, Charlotte Hall, Maryland 

 

The Parish supplied 13 underprivileged children in our 

local elementary school with back to school supplies. A Blessing 

of the Animals was held on Saturday, October 1st.13 people and 

their pets attended. $600.00 was sent to Bishop Melinge to assist 

with the roof of St. Paul's in Fizi, Congo.  

The Women of Saint Anne's held their Annual Craft Fair on Saturday, 

November 12th. We are patiently ~ still ~ waiting for the county to issue the 

Building Permit for our new Parish Hall. The Parish will celebrate 

Thanksgiving with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist on Wednesday 

evening, November 23, at 7 PM. A Parish Lay Reader Brunch will take place at 

a local restaurant on Sunday, December 4th. 
  

 

Saint Columba Parish, Warrenton, Virginia 

 

Sunday, October 9, 2016, Fr. Rosales baptized his cousin's 

son, Reynaldo I. Rosal, Jr, at St. Michael the Archangel Parish ~ 

Frederick, Maryland, which was followed by the blessing of 

animals. 

 

 

 

 

Saint Columba’s Mission, Lebanon, Virginia 

 
No submission. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Saint John’s Parish, Virginia Beach, Virginia 

 
No submission. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Saint Luke’s Parish, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

 
God has blessed St. Luke's with unity, tranquility and 

happiness throughout 2016. It's been a good year. Parish 

finances are sound. 2016 attendance continues to outpace 2015 

attendance. Several St. Luke's children participated in the 

diocesan summer camp in July.  Fr. Poff shared with St. Luke's 

his Sunday School materials, a much-appreciated gift. When Bishop Lerow 

visited on August 21, one person was confirmed and two others were received. 

The parish noted the feast of its patron in October. The Outreach Committee 

continued to visit the Heartfields Retirement Community. Donations continued 

to be made to the Fredericksburg Area Food Bank.  

Norma Boggs, wife of Lt. Col. Lewis Boggs IV, died on September 21, 

following a short illness. It may safely be said that no-one at St. Luke's was 

more loved than Norma Boggs. See her 

obituary:  http://www.fredericksburg.com/obituaries/norma-

boggs/article_2cf8498a-8d25-55dd-b4c6-1fd92a0a8122.html .  

In connection with her passing, and the passing of several other parishioners 

earlier in the year, substantial gifts were made to the parish Building Fund. 

The Rector continues to build bridges in the community, and maintains an 

on-going dialog/debate with several Fredericksburg-area Episcopal ministers. In 

September the retiring Fr. Warren Shaw gave the Rector the entire 29-volume 

set, in mint condition, of the IVP Ancient Christian Commentary on 

Scripture  -- a truly extraordinary act of kindness. In October Fr. Edmunds 

observed, as an invited guest, at the Diocesan Synod of the UECNA in 

Charlottesville, and at the Diocesan Synod of the Episcopal Missionary Church 

in Front Royal, and was graciously received on both occasions. What he 

observed enhanced his appreciation for the ACC. 

Fr. Edmunds is likely to undergo experimental radiation treatment this 

winter, hoping to retard thereby the accelerating deterioration of his hands. 

Bud Gaylord will be stepping down as Senior Warden at the next parish 

annual business meeting. Pending physical plant projects include further tree 

trimming, and treating the paved upper parking lot. The Vestry continues to 

wrestle with the challenge of expanding the chapel to accommodate more 

seating. 
  

 

 

 

http://www.fredericksburg.com/obituaries/norma-boggs/article_2cf8498a-8d25-55dd-b4c6-1fd92a0a8122.html
http://www.fredericksburg.com/obituaries/norma-boggs/article_2cf8498a-8d25-55dd-b4c6-1fd92a0a8122.html


 

Saint Mark’s Mission, Williamsburg, Virginia 

 

St. Mark’s continues to raise the banner of the Anglican 

Catholic Church In the Colonial Capital of Virginia.  A new 

brass processional cross is on order, a memorial to the late 

Murry White, one of the church’s founding members. We are 

now fortunate to have two layreaders, Robert Decker and James Swords. Our 

Facebook page attracts quite a few who follow us from around the world. 

 

 

 
 

 

Saint Mary’s Parish, Wilmington, Delaware 

 

THE CHRIST MASS SCHEDULE 

Christmas Eve 6:45 p.m. Carols,7:00 pm Holy Eucharist with 

Music and Homily 

Christmas Day 10:00 a.m Holy Eucharist with Music and 

Homily 

 

HOLY EUCHARIST AND DAILY OFFICE SCHEDULE 

Evening Prayer and Homily 4:00 p.m. Tuesday 

Morning Prayer and Homily 10:00 a.m. Thursday 

Holy Eucharist with Music and Homily 10:00 a.m. Sunday 

Holy Eucharist at Cokesbury 10:00 a.m. 3rd Wednesday 

Healing Service following Morning Prayer 1st Thursday 

 

THE FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS AT ST. MARY'S 

The Anglican Fellowship of the Delaware Valley is sponsoring a Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols based on that of King's College, Cambridge on 

Sunday, 4 December at 4:00 p.m..Special music will be provided by the students 

of Christ Academy in Collingdale PA, a ministry of Grace Reformed Episcopal 

Church. Readers will be members of the Fellowship.A reception will follow in 

the Parish Hall in the undercroft. 

 

WILLIAM MEDFORD DUDLEY ROE,R.I.P.     

William, a founding member of our mission at Cokesbury, died  at home on 22 

October at the age of 94.He was an officer and a gentleman. He served in 

the Pacific Theatre during WW 11 and after his retirement from the Navy in  



 

 

1964 he returned to his family home, Roecroft Hall, and worked at the 

Sudlersville Bank of Maryland, retiring as its' President in 1989.A memorial 

service was held at Cokebury Village on 22 0ctober with Canon Gunn-Walberg 

as an Officiant.  

  

THIRD SYNOD OF THE TRADITIONAL ANGLICAN CHURCH OF 

CANADA 

Fr. Ken was invited to attend the Synod. Papers by Archbishop Haverland, 

Bishop Florenza, Fr. Jardine. and Canon Gunn-Walberg were presented. The 

latter spoke on Taking Jesus at His Word. "Do This In Remembrance Of Me" 

ANGLICAN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY. The Synod 

met 3-7 October at the Queen of the Apostles Retreat Centre in Mississauga, 

Ontario.   

 

SOCIETY OF KING CHARLES THE MARTYR ~  

The XXXIV ANNUAL SOLEMN MASS OF SAINT CHARLES THE 

MARTYR, K.M., will be at S. Clement's Church, Philadelphia 11 AM Saturday, 

28 January. Music will be Mozart's CORONATION MASS with orchestra. 

Contact Fr. Ken for more information.  

 

FELLOWSHIP OF CONCERNED CHURCHMEN REPORT 

As Vice-President of the FCC, I am pleased to report our on-line directory of 

orthodox Anglican parishes has been completed. It is the replete listing of such 

US and Canadian parishes available. Please check your parish listings and if 

changes need be made contact the FCC's Secretary at either atraycik@aol.com 

or the FCC President Wallace Spaulding by calling him at 703-243-4923. 

   

PRE-ADVENT RETREAT                                                           

Frs. Ken and Demetrius attended the Retreat. The dining-in was most enjoyable-

good fellowship, good wine, good food, great service, good toasts and not too 

tacky. The Retreat Master was the whole package-a married monk, a self-

proclaimed Trad Anglican, Orthodox [Fr. Seraphim ~ beard, desert father 

references, skete] and Roman [rosary, garb, apostolate], yet nevertheless quite 

spiritual, witty, and thought and prayer provoking. I would like him to lead a 

clergy retreat. The next day courtesy of Fr. Demetrius we had a parish luncheon 

at St. Mary's with a delightful Greek salad, tilapia and buttered rice, sweet rolls, 

and a delish rice pudding. 

 

 

mailto:atraycik@aol.com


Saint Matthew’s Parish, Newport News, Virginia 

 

All is well at Saint Matthew’s; the long green Season has 

ended, and our liturgical rounds accelerate, as we work through 

the dark of Advent, remembering His birth, and awaiting His 

coming again, with power and great glory.  

 
 Fr. Crowder and James Elsnau,   Morty, one of the Parish hounds, 

 our Master of Ceremonies.   at the Blessing of the Animals. 

     

 
 

Our Altar, apparelled for our Patronal Feast. 

 



Saint Michael the Archangel Parish, Frederick, 

Maryland 

 

The Archangel Michael is venerated in Judaism, Islam and 

Christianity as the patron saint of all peacemakers. As the patron 

saint of police officers and all first responders, the Archangel 

Michael knows what it means to face the threat of evil and 

imminent danger.  Throughout Scriptures, St. Michael is the warrior angel, 

standing up to and defeating Satan many times. His largest challenge and 

triumph over evil takes place in the Book of the Revelation (12:7-8). 

 

The Blessing of the badges 

 

Many churches and other organizations across the country have held the 

“Blessing of the Badges,” an event where law enforcement and other first 

responders have their badges blessed for safety and well-being.  From Fire 

Fighters, to Law Enforcement, to Military, to Emergency Medical Technicians, 

the event honors all those who put their lives on the line each day to keep our 

communities safe.   

 In Maryland, Frederick County specifically, the first Blessing of the 

Badges was organized by Saint Michael the Archangel ACC and held on 

Sunday, October 30, 2016. The event took place at the Junior Fire Company in 

downtown Frederick. The following government officials attended and spoke: 

Frederick City’s Mayor Randy Mc Clement, Frederick Police Chief Ed Hargis, 

County Sheriff Charles Jenkins, and Fire & Rescue Chief Tom Owens. Several 

deputies, officers, and emergency responders with Fire and Rescue Services 

also attended the ceremony to receive a blessing and connect with the 

community.  

 
 The support from the community was amazing.  Some businesses donated 

food and drink for the refreshments, the American Legion Post did the 

“presentation of colors,” two vocalists and one bagpiper   provided patriotic 

music at the ceremony, and many guests from various backgrounds responded 

to St Michaels’ invitation. 



 The ceremony was conducted by Father Pothin Ngyele, Rector of Saint 

Michael’s, who is also the staff chaplain of Hospice at the Frederick Regional 

Health System and chaplain corps with the Maryland Defense Force/ Maryland 

National Guards. He was joined by Father Arthur Rosales of Saint Columba in 

Warrenton, VA. Two other clergymen—police chaplains—who were scheduled 

to attend the ceremony did not make it.  Rabbi Daniel Sikowitz, of 

Congregation Kol Ami in Frederick, got misled by his MapQuest and ended up 

at the wrong address; he drove to our church building instead of going to the 

fire station where the blessing took place. Reverend William Graham (not the 

Billy Graham you are thinking about) did not make it either because of a last-

minute emergency call from his church. 

 The Blessing of the Badges took place on the feast of Christ the King. 

Saint Michael Church had its Sunday mass early that day, 11:00 a.m., at the fire 

station where the blessing took place. Father said that there could not be a better 

way of symbolizing Christ’s reign over the universe than celebrating the 

Eucharist and blessing the badges in the home of the first responders, the people 

who reign over this city. “The blessing of badges on Christ the King Sunday in 

a fire station is a perfect metaphor for Christ’s reign over the world,” Father 

said. Here is an excerpt from his sermon on Christ the King Sunday.   

                   In addition to a short prayer and reflection to honor emergency 

responders, the ceremony featured speeches from Frederick City Mayor Randy 

McClement; Chief Ed Hargis of the Frederick Police Department; Sheriff 

Charles Jenkins of the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office; and Chief Tom 

Owens, the director of Frederick County Fire and Rescue Services. 

            
All four speakers were also given certificates of appreciation (by Julie and Izzy 

Brisbane of St. Michael) for their service to the public. “It’s very heartening for 

us to come to ceremonies like this,” Owens said during his speech. “It’s nice to 

slow down a little and see our community face to face when they’re not having 

an emergency.” Hargis and Jenkins both emphasized the bravery of police 

officers at large and in Frederick County. “Our officers do the best job they can 

do every day,” Hargis said. “They put on their badges because they want to 

protect, they want to help and they want to make a difference in their 

community,” Jenkins added. “It’s not what we do it for, but it is appreciated,” 

said Frank Malta, the Captain of Junior Fire Co/ Frederick County Fire and 

Rescue Services 



             
 

      “We came here today just to say two words: thank you” Father Pothin told 

the assembly at the beginning of his address to the first responders.      

           
 

 

Saint Paul’s Parish, Lexington, Virginia 

 

No submission. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Saint Peter’s Parish, Christiansburg, Virginia 

 

November is a month full of events and people (the 

Church Militant, the Church Expectant and the Church 

Triumphant). The Ordo Kalendar gives it to us at a glance – a 

wonderful sense of the continuity of our relationships to the 

events and saints commemorated there, throughout history. It's 

fun to find the saint we know well, but also to seek out the obscure ones whose 

lives, when we take the time to look them up, could inform and influence ours. 

Trinity builds towards Christ the King on Oct. 30, which naturally flows into 

All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day on Nov. 1st and 2nd. You know the big 

Saints. Since we're celebrating all these saints, look up one that you don't know. 

The smart phone is a great tool for that. 



In November, we celebrate not only the saints, but also the end of Trinity, 

the beginning of Advent, the bestowal of the American Episcopate (1784), and 

Thanksgiving. 

Our dear friend of the parish, his Majesty, King Kigeli V, the King of 

Rwanda in exile, has died. He was the last real king of that country. Fr. 

Phanuel can relate that history well, of course. Many of you know his Majesty 

and his secretary, Boniface Benzinge, came down to stay with us while he 

underwent medical treatment (spearheaded by Mike Slayton) several years ago. 

He was a humble and gentle man. While he was here, he went to Sheila's school 

and gave a talk to the whole student body. They were suitably awed by this 

giant--he was 7 ft. 2 in. tall. He has been living in Arlington, VA since then. He 

was 80 years old. 

 

 

Saint Stephen’s Parish, Clifton Forge, Virginia 

 

Saint Stephen’s was recently commended by the Clifton 

Forge Food Pantry for its support of the local community food 

program.  During the month of October, Saint Stephen’s 

parishioners collected 305 cans of canned pasta/canned beans 

for the food pantry.  For the 12th year, the Parish will prepare 12 

Christmas food baskets for families referred to it by the Salvation Army.   
 

 

 

Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Roanoke, Virginia 

  

We had our annual blessing of the animals on October 

22.  We had 17 people and 9 animals.  There were snacks for 

both people and animals.  Not sure who ate what, however, all 

seemed to enjoy it very much. 
 

 

 

  
 Fr. Poff blessing the animals at Saint Thomas Parish (photos Mark Todd) 



Forthcoming Events 

December 18, at 10:30 Service, Annual Lessons and Carols. There will an 

8:30 am Eucharist on 

that Sunday celebrating Advent 4. 

Saturday, December 24 at 6:00 we will celebrate the Nativity of our Lord. 

This will be a Solemn Mass with incense, chanting, and the blessing of the 

Creche. 

Sunday, December 25 at 9:00am we will celebrate the birth of our Lord. 

This will be a said mass. 

We will celebrate our Patronal saint – St. Thomas, on January 8, 2017. 

There will be a pot luck lunch after the service. 

 

Each summer St. Thomas sponsors a baby bottle campaign to help 

support the work of the Blue Ridge Women’s Center (BRWC).  Parishioners 

take a baby bottle, fill it with their change (or cash or check) and return it by 

Labor Day weekend.  This year the parish raised $625 for the BRWC. 

On October 30th, St. Thomas conducted a Children’s service.   Fr. Poff 

did a children’s talk instead of a sermon, on Christ the King.  We were blessed 

to have 9 children in attendance.  These children are the grandchildren of 

parishioners.  Following our children’s talk they were taken to Sunday School 

rooms to follow up on our talk.  This class was led by Patti Greg and Marilyn 

Leidecker.  The children returned in time for a blessing at the rail during the 

administration of the Host and Chalice.  This was the first time several of the 

children had ever received a blessing. 

 

 

Reflections 

 

There follows an article by Peter Wehner which hopefully may be of 

interest to some in the wake of the recent elections. My own politics are 

classical High Tory with an emphasis on libertarianism in economics and 

subsidiarity in governance. Such made me sympathetic to our now President-

Elect during the recent campaign, but whatever one's politics our Anglo-

Catholic Faith must be front and centre and unlike the secular Left we should 

not believe our mission is to immanentize the eschaton. Whilst I have several 

quibbles with the article and indeed with C.S. Lewis it is, I believe, deserving of 

the reader's consideration. 

 

WHEN I was on Christmas break from college in 1980, I wrote a letter to 

the editor of my hometown newspaper, The Tri-City Herald. It was published 

soon after I began to embrace Christianity, a gradual rather than a dramatic 

process that didn't come all that easily. 



The letter was a response to a man who had written that Christians were 

obligated to support a long list of conservative policies. (This was in the 

immediate aftermath of Ronald Reagan's election and the rise of the 

religious right.)" Mr. Mays appears to believe that Christianity and his 

personal views are synonymous", I wrote. "Conceivably, they are not. 

Christianity does not identify with a political ideology or party." 

I was politically conservative at the time, and believed that my religious 

faith, carefully understood, should inform my politics. Yet I was also 

troubled by what I believed was the subordination of Christianity to 

partisan ideology - the ease with which people took something sacred and 

turned it into a blunt political weapon. It was only years later that I 

learned that one of the seminal intellectual figures in my journey toward 

faith, C. S. Lewis, shared a similar approach and concern. 

In 1951, Lewis, the author of The Chronicles of Narnia, Oxford don, 

medievalist, lecturer on philosophy and the leading Christian apologist in 

the 20th century, declined an offer from Winston Churchill to recommend 

him for an honorary Commander of the British Empire. "There are always 

knaves who say, and fools who believe, that my religious writings are all 

covert anti-Leftist propaganda, and my appearance on the Honours List would 

of course strengthen their hands", Lewis replied. He would not allow vanity 

and misplaced political ambitions to discredit his public witness. 

As this dispiriting election year has shown, there are many politically 

prominent Christians today who should think and act more like Lewis. 

He was known to have contempt for politics and politicians in the words 

of his brother Warnie, and he steered clear of the political controversies 

of his time. Yet as Justin Buckley Dyer and Micah J. Watson, associate 

professors at the University of Missouri and Calvin College, show in their 

groundbreaking new book, C.S. Lewis on Politics and the Natural Law, 

Lewis's understanding of truth and human nature, of what constitutes the 

good life and the good society, had significant political implications. 

Lewis saw public matters, and indeed all of life, through a theological 

lens; his Christian belief had important public consequences because it 

provided him with insights into the human condition. 

Lewis also believed in objective moral truth and considered subjectivism 

a grave threat to civilization." If your moral ideas can be true, and those 

of the Nazis less true," Lewis wrote in 1952, "there must be something, 

some Real Morality, for them to be true about." The moral law, he argued, 

was revealed in nature and known by reason. 

Professors Dyer and Watson write that Lewis had a very limited view of 

government's role and warrant, and was skeptical of its capacity to inculcate 

virtue and worried about its paternalistic tendencies. The duty of 

government was to restrain wrongdoing. Because he believed in the fallen 

nature of humanity, Lewis was concerned by the concentration of political 



power. "It is easy to think the State has a lot of different objects- 

military, political, economic, and what not", Lewis wrote, "But in a way 

things are much simpler than that. The State exists simply to promote and 

to protect the ordinary happiness of human beings in this life." 

Lewis was wary of "morals legislation." For example, during a period 

when the criminalization of homosexuality was considered by many to be 

justified, Lewis asked, "What business is it of the State?" Nor did he 

believe it was the duty of government to promote the Christian ideal of 

marriage. "A great many people seem to think that if you are a Christian 

yourself you should try to make divorce difficult for everyone" he wrote 

in Mere Christianity "I do not think that. At least I know I should be 

very angry if the Mohammedans tried to prevent the rest of us from drinking 

wine. My own view is that the Churches should frankly recognize that the 

majority of the British people are not Christians and, therefore, cannot be 

expected to live Christian lives." 

"Lewis was committed to classical liberalism in the tradition of  

John Locke and John Stuart Mill" according to Professors Dyer and Watson, 

meaning he believed in the wisdom of limited government, equality under the 

law, and a robust private sphere. Lewis also presciently warned that Christians 

were tempted to abuse political power in ways that were bad for both 

Christianity and the state. He believed that theocracy was the worst form 

of government and detested the idea of a "Christian party" which risked 

blaspheming the name of Christ. 

"The danger of mistaking our merely natural, though perhaps legitimate, 

enthusiasms for holy zeal, is always great," Lewis wrote. "The demon 

inherent in every party is at all times ready enough to disguise himself as 

the Holy Ghost; the formation of a Christian Party means handing over to 

him the most efficient makeup we can find." 

Lewis knew that a faith-informed conscience could advance justice and 

that Christianity played an enormous part in establishing the concept of natural 

rights and the dignity of the human person. But he also believed that 

legislation is not an exact science; that a Christian citizen does not, in 

the words of Professors Dyer and Watson, "have the authority to represent 

his or her prudential judgment as required by Christianity" and that no 

political party can come close to approximating God's ideal. Christianity 

is about ends, not means, according to Lewis, and so he spent a good deal 

of his life articulating what he believed was the telos, the ultimate 

purpose, of human beings. Lewis was convinced that partisan political 

engagement often undermined that effort.  

For those of us who believe in the truth of Christianity and still believe 

in the good of politics, the last several decades  and the last 15 months 

in particular have often been painful. Like water that refracts light and 

changes the shape of things, politics can distort and invert Christianity, 



turning a faith that at its core is about grace, reconciliation and 

redemption into one that is characterized by bitterness, recriminations and 

lack of charity. There is a good deal of hating and dehumanization going on 

in the name of Christ. 

Followers of Jesus aren't doing a very good job of living faithfully in a 

broken world, perhaps because we're looking inward instead of upward. "Aim 

at heaven and you will get earth thrown in, "Lewis reminded us. "Aim at 

earth and you will get neither." 

 

Peter Wehner, a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center, 

served in the last three Republican administrations and is a contributing 

opinion writer. 

 
~ Submitted by Canon Gunn-Walberg. 

 
 

 

In the March 14th issue of National Review, there was a symposium of 

colleagues, friends and family to write about the late Justice Antonin Scalia.  

All the entries were inspiring but none more so than that of his son, Fr. Paul 

Scalia. Fr. Scalia was also the celebrant at his funeral. Here are excerpts from 

the article: 

 "The beach our family went to every summer had a convenient Sunday 

Mass...The "church" was an open-air structure. With the entire brood to prepare 

and get out the door, we were inevitably late and always found ourselves 

standing in the sand outside the church." 

 "One Sunday, my younger brothers and I were standing apart from my 

parents (i.e., beyond arm's reach). When the time came for the Consecration, my 

parents knelt. In the sand. Without support. Or cushions. My brothers and I 

stood." 

 "When we returned to the cottage after Mass, Dad was waiting for us at 

the top of the stairs. He proceeded to...well, not to scold us and certainly not to 

yell at us. Rather, he gave us a strong catechesis on the Mass, explaining that no 

matter who or what kind of man the priest is, he can do something no other man 

can do: He can change bread and wine into Christ's Body and Blood. And when 

he does so, you had better kneel." 

 "Obviously, that scene has stuck with me and has probably had no small 

part in my own vocation. But the lesson revealed two essential elements of the 

Catholic instinct my dad possessed. First, the Catholic reverence for the 

priesthood that survives particular priests.  Second, the understanding that, 

although God has hidden things from the wise and the learned, He has revealed 

them to the childlike (Matthew 11:25). In his work and in many other areas, my 



dad was wise and learned. But in turning to the things of God, he knew he 

needed to become childlike. And kneel in the sand." 
 

~Taken from The Keys, the Parish newsletter of Saint Peter’s Parish. 

 
 

 

Saints of the Early Church 

Clement of Rome, Bishop & Martyr 

Fl. ~ A.D. 96 

 

  Clement is counted as the third Bishop of Rome (after the Apostles).  His 

predecessors are Linus and Cletus, about whom almost nothing is known - they 

are simply names on a list.  Clement is more than this, principally because he 

wrote a letter to the Church at Corinth, which was highly valued by the early 

church, and which has been preserved to the present day.  The “Epistle of 

Clement to the Corinthians” (also called I Clement) can be found in collections 

of the writings of the Apostolic Fathers.  The letter is commonly dated around 

96 AD; it was written because some Christians at Corinth had banded together 

against their leaders and had deposed them from office.  Clement writes to tell 

the Corinthians that they have behaved badly, and to remind them of the 

importance of Christian unity and love.  He speaks at length of the way in which 

each kind of official in the church has his own function for the good of the 

whole.  Because this letter made his name familiar, he has also had an early 

anonymous sermon (commonly called II Clement) attributed to him.  

  Clement’s letter refers only to the ‘presbyters’ of Corinth, and does not 

mention the bishop of that city.  From this omission, some writers have inferred 

that the office of bishop had not yet developed, and that the office of presbyter 

was the highest office established.  A more probable explanation, however, is 

that the troubles in Corinth arose when the bishop of that city died, and the 

Church then split into factions, no one of which contained both a majority of the 

presbyters and a majority of the laity.  

  Clement’s martyrdom occurred during the reign of the Emperor Trajan; 

tradition has it that he was tied to an anchor, and thrown into the sea.  For that 

reason, he is often depicted with an anchor, and many seaport churches that 

minister chiefly to mariners are named St. Clement. 

 
~Taken from The Anglican Voice of the Mountains, the joint newsletter of Saint Stephen’s 

Parish, and Christ Church Mission. 

 
 


