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Missions and Decisions, Planning and Money 

 

For many of our parishes, renewal tends to be an ongoing affair.  

We think very hard about our home parish.  All of us want our church to 

have impact on the community and our community to have greater access 

to worship and the Traditional Anglican way.  We depend on our vestries 

to drive the wagon that ensures that proper planning and resources are 

available to support the annual plan established at the Annual Parish 

Meetings.  The problem with planning is that it quickly can lose the 

interest of the members of the parish.  It is easy to fall back into our old ways, thinking that the 

Sunday Worship Service is all we need to bring them to Christ and eventually membership in the 

Church.  Or if we have a young electrifying priest that will lead the way all will be well.  It 

would be nice if it was that easy.  But, we all know it is not. So what does it take?  What kind of 

investment of time and resources does it take to really make things happen?  What will cause the 

kind of renewal for which we all hope and pray?  

  The business metric used to determine the effort and cost to sell a particular item of 

merchandise, as a rule of thumb, is to measure how many times their product gets the attention of 

a potential buyer. In the modern business world the overall advertising of an item requires at a 

minimum of thirty images in the eyes or ears of a person before they will even consider 

purchasing a product or visiting a new store on the block.  In other words, a person driving a car 

past a new store must notice it at least thirty times before they will consider taking a look inside.  

And then there is no guarantee they will buy anything. 

  However, there is one thing that will shorten the distance between a potential buyer and 

the product, and that is need.   If there is a need a buyer will go looking for a product.  So we 

have to ask the question: is there a need for what you have to offer?    What do persons or 

families need?  Never will a smart company invest in a product for which there is no need!   You 

must offer something that is relative, helpful and especially satisfying to the person.  It is my 

particular belief that this is often found among the teachings of Jesus, especially in the book of 

Matthew, 19:23-25 “
23 

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man 

shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.  
24 

And again I say unto you, It is easier for a 



camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.  
25 

When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved?”  

My answer to that question is probably anyone who needs to be saved.  The rich and comfortable 

already believe they have everything and so it really is not necessary to seek after salvation.  The 

rich live a life of comfort and ease … have the best universities at their fingertips, eat the finest 

foods and drink the best wine.  There is no urgency that pushes them to seek after help for the 

salvation they so need.  It is especially noted in Matthew of a young man who came to Jesus 

asking “what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life.”  This man kept every 

commandment.  And yet, we read in Matthew 19:20-22: “
20 

The young man saith unto him, All 

these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?  
21 

Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt 

be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 

and come and follow me.  
22 

But when the young man heard that saying, he went away 

sorrowful: for he had great possessions.”  What I am trying to say here is that investing your time 

and resources in those who have much will make you “sorrowful” because they are content to 

remain in their present state.   

  I think a better example of the real Christian mission of the Church and renewal, which 

will be better understood and served based on our resources and abilities, is found in the woman 

who cast in her last two mites, found in the book of Mark.   Mark 12:41-43: “
41 

And Jesus sat 

over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many that 

were rich cast in much.  
42 

And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, 

which make a farthing.  
43 

And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say 

unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the 

treasury:” This widow had nothing to lose and everything to gain.  It is in this area of facilitating 

for the poor that you will find people willing to give everything for the hope of salvation.  I can 

guarantee you that sort of involvement, with a poor family around the corner of your house, is 

ready and waiting for you to do something to help them.  It is these people who want and can be 

taught our Anglican heritage and way of life.   It gives them the assurance of salvation and a way 

of helping them orient their lives “correctly” by getting their children baptized, confirmed, and 

worshiping God as He is to be worshiped.  This kind of work makes for life time members.  In 

the Anglican Catholic Church we have the Church that provides us all and especially the poor a 

way to get their lives angled into the Christian life rightly.  You don’t have to change your 

music, liturgy, and rituals to compete with the drums, guitars and boom boxes.  The truth will 

always win the day.  Finding a way to leverage a phone call from a single mother with five 

children needing food is a better place to begin because this is where God needs you.  

  But true Christian work is hard.  It requires simple things like time to transport one to a 

doctor’s appointment, or the food pantry, or welfare office, helping them find a home to live in 

or a job to be had.  And it might cost you some money out of your pocket for baby diapers, milk 

and cheese.  In order to do these things you must be willing to reach out to those who have 

nothing and work a plan to help them get their lives correctly ordered that involves your Church.  

In the final analysis it takes missions to the neighborhood, a decision on your part to act, a plan 

to get them into church and money to open doors never before seen. If each of us would take to 

heart our responsibility to help just one family this year we would be doing the will of God.  The 

will of God is found in the Seven Corporal works of Mercy: To feed the hungry. To clothe the 

naked. To shelter the stranger. To visit the sick.  To help the prisoners. To bury the dead and to 

visit the widows and fatherless.  Involvement in these works of mercy by everyone will grow the 

Church. 



From the Province 
 

From the Archbishop 
 

Evensong, Forward-in-Faith/North America 

15 July 2015 
  
Psalm cxxxiii, verse 3 - Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity in itself. 
  
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
  

I was trained to believe that sermons are not meant primarily to prove or to instruct, much 

less to argue.  Rather sermons are primarily meant to proclaim:  to proclaim the Incarnation, the 

Cross, and the Resurrection of our Lord.  I hope this idea animates my Sunday Mass sermons.  

But Evensong or Evensong and Benediction are somewhat different from Sunday morning.  We 

read in a delightful miscellany on the Church and clergy by A.N. Wilson of a priest who for forty 

years ‘preached on a variety of themes at his morning Mass, but thought it inappropriate, 

at…Benediction, to preach on any subject other than the Empress Josephine.’ (A.N. Wilson, ed., 

1992, p. 240)   I don’t plan to be quite that bad.  But when Bishop Ackerman invited me last year 

to this event I told him that I would have to address what seems to me the central problem with 

most of the efforts of Forward-in-Faith and its precursors and now also with the ACNA.  I was 

invited nonetheless, so here is something with a bit of polemic in it, as promised.  I will not say 

with Trevor Huddleston that I have naught for your comfort.  But neither will I speak smooth 

things.   

The central problem of which I just spoke is a lack of theological clarity and consistency 

and, to be blunt, catholicity.  That is a rather provocative assertion.  Let me offer an initial 

qualification, if not apology.  I know that the religious world is filled with huge problems which 

are of much greater apparent importance than the intramural fusses of soi-disant Anglo-

Catholics.  In a world of resurgent and violent Islam and a secularizing America, our intramural 

differences may seem minor.  I do not wish to indulge in the sadism of small differences.  But 

then I happen to think that Anglicanism is central to the fate of the West, and that the near 

collapse of orthodox Anglicanism since the mid-20
th

 century is at least indirectly tied to our 

wider troubles.  So, back to the question of theological clarity, which I do not think is in fact a 

minor problem. 
  The Anglican alternative to the paths taken by Forward-in-Faith and ACNA is 
Continuing Anglicanism.  Despite all of our checkered history and with all our failures, I think 
we Continuers have theological integrity.  That integrity is not a subjective or personal matter, 
but rests on an objective theological base, expressed clearly in the Affirmation of Saint Louis.  
This foundation situates us irrevocably within the central Tradition of Catholic Christendom.  All 
Anglican formularies are seen by the Affirmation through the lens of the central Tradition.  
Anglican formularies are not a kind of Occam’s razor to limit what is acceptable in Catholic 
tradition for Anglicans.  Rather the Catholic consensus and central Tradition are the lens through 
which we read and appropriate our Anglicanism.  This central Tradition is found in the Fathers 
and the Seven Councils and in the consensus of East and West, ancient and modern and living 
still.  For us, the central problem of the Episcopal Church and of the Anglican Communion is not 
Gene Robinson or an error concerning any particular person or issue.  Rather the fundamental 
problem was an implicit assertion, decades ago, that the central Tradition of Christendom is at 



the disposal of Episcopalian Conventions or Anglican Synods or Lambeth Conferences.  It is 
not.  The Affirmation and my own Church’s formularies firmly, decisively, and forever reject 
doctrinal ambiguity, comprehensiveness, or the attempt to make our peculiarities decisive and 
determinative.  We are not Anglicans first and Catholics second.  We are members of the One 
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church first, and Anglicans second.  We will vigorously pursue 
unity with all others who share this central belief.  No unity, at least no full or Eucharistic 
communion, is possible or desirable with those who do not share this starting point.   
  I congratulate the ACNA for leaving the Episcopal Church and Anglican Church of 
Canada.  Every one of you who made that change did a good thing and one, I hope, that you do 
not regret.  But that departure can only be a good first step.  For ACNA is really not a Church but 
a coalition of dioceses.  The coalition is for some purposes only, and the communion of the 
dioceses is impaired and imperfect.  The ACNA has retained the central flaw of the recent 
Lambeth Communion because it permits member dioceses to ordain women to the three-fold 
ministry, and therefore implicitly claims that the central Tradition is not decisive and may be set 
aside.  ACNA is not a return to orthodox Anglicanism, but only a return to the impaired state of 
the Lambeth Communion that began in 1975 and 1976.   
  Continued ambiguity or confusion about the central tradition and women’s ordination is 
very dangerous.  It is very dangerous because it encourages Catholic churchmen to compromise 
themselves in a variety of ways.  Perhaps just as bad, fine, bright, and consistent Catholics will 
perceive that there is no certain trumpet, no clear ecclesiology, and no real future in a world of 
such compromises – and so you will continue to suffer the death by a thousand cuts, as people go 
to Rome or Orthodoxy or the Continuing Church or just stay home.   
  There are excellent reasons to be both Catholic and Anglican.  Anglo-Catholics enjoy the 
great strengths of the Anglican patrimony.  We have the Authorized Version of the Bible and the 
classical Book of Common Prayer.  Together these are not only compelling literary and cultural 
monuments, but also provide us with an well-balanced spirituality.  In some Christian bodies the 
Bible is loosed from tradition and from the praying Church.  Of these bodies Richard Hooker 
wrote: 

When they and their Bibles were alone together, what strange fantastical opinion 
soever at any time entered into their heads, their use was to think the Spirit taught 
it them.  (Laws, Preface, VIII.7) 

The Prayer Book tradition in contrast provides an anchor, an objective interpretative lens, and a 
prayerful setting for traditional and orthodox interpretation of Scripture.  In other Christian 
bodies the sacraments have been loosed from Scripture and its constant fertilizing influence.  
Scripture is neglected and the jewel of the Eucharist is pried loose from its golden setting in a 
round of offices centered on the systematic reading of Psalms and Scripture.  But for Anglican 
Catholics the sacraments are truly Scripture so prayed and read and presented as to be a large 
part of the very sacramental forms through which God pours forth his grace into our hearts.  In 
short, our tradition has an almost perfect balance of Bible and sacrament.  We begin with the 
Bible as presented in and with Common Prayer, but then add our Anglican patrimony of 
architecture, music, literature, spirituality, and theological method.  Those are formidable 
strengths.  How sad that so many neo-Anglicans have jettisoned the bulk of this patrimony by 
abandoning the classical Anglican liturgical tradition.   
  Dear friends, if you compromise with the ordination of women, and if you abandon the 
largest part of our Anglican patrimony by adopting modernist liturgy rooted in the Novus Ordo 
or, worse, in the Anglo-Baptist ideas of Sydney, there is little to hold people.  Then you can only 
trust in a kind of slightly more decorous imitation of Charles Stanley or the already-fading mega-



churches.  You’ve given up both your Anglican past and also any future that can be meaningfully 
described as Anglican.   
  We must abandon all sectarian, provincial ideas that separate us from the central 
consensus of the Tradition of the great Churches.  We must take this duty seriously by 
systematically rooting our doctrine and practice in Catholic agreement.  Seven Councils, seven 
sacraments, invocation of the saints, objective sacramental efficacy, the Real Eucharistic 
Presence, clear moral teaching, male episcopate and priesthood and diaconate:  those are all 
matters of Catholic consensus.  That is what we must believe if we take seriously Archbishop 
Fisher’s assertion that we have no faith of our own.   
  The Catholic Movement in the Church of England began as an attempt to call all 
Anglicans back to the fullness of the Catholic Faith.  The goal was nothing less than the 
wholesale conversion of the entire Church to the fullness of the Faith.  The partial success of the 
Movement may have been its downfall.  When Anglo-Catholics became too successful to ignore 
or suppress, and were invited to the table to enjoy a share of the spoils – a percentage of the 
mitres and deaneries and professorships and plum parishes – Anglo-Catholics too often lowered 
their sights and quieted their voices.  From the conversion of the whole, we became satisfied 
with a slice of the pie, with a comfortable status as a recognized party.  But half-Catholic is as 
unreal as half-virgin.   
  If you still are in the Episcopal Church:  get out.  Get out today.  Anything else threatens 
your soul’s state.  Dear friends in ACNA:  you must present a clear and unmistakable demand.  
The ordination of women must end, soon and completely, for it is directly contrary to Catholic 
doctrine.  No grand-fathering – or grand-mothering is possible – because such compromise 
leaves intact the central, revolutionary, and false implication that the deposit of the faith is 
negotiable and at our disposal.   
  Until there is such clarity, there will be no unity among those of us who like to think of 
ourselves as Catholic and Anglican Churchmen.  There will be no unity because you cannot be a 
pure cup of water in a dirty puddle.  That is the simple, basic message of the Continuing Church 
to the neo-Anglicans.  You have gone a very long way down a very wrong path, and that is true 
even if all the time you were avoiding a still worse path.  You have a journey home to make, 
things to unlearn and to remember and recover.  We want to welcome you at home.  But there 
can be no restored communion with us without hard decisions and firm actions from you.    
  Glory be to the Undivided Trinity.  Glory be to Jesus Christ on his throne of glory in 
heaven and in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  All honor to the glorious and ever-
Virgin Mother of our Lord.  Peace be to the Holy Churches of God.  May God forgive us our 
sins, which are many and great.  May God give us wisdom to discern a safe path forward.  May 
God grant us true humility and unshakable fidelity and great love.  May God bring our Church to 
glorious days and may he bring us to unity with all his holy people, so that Jerusalem may be as 
a city that is at unity in itself. 
  
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Provincial Synod 
 

The Provincial Synod of the Original Province of the Anglican Catholic Church will be 

held October 28-30, A.D. 2015, in Athens, GA.  Meetings of the ACC Administrative Council 

and College of Bishops will be held on the Monday and Tuesday, respectively, prior to the start 

of the Synod.  The invitation, summons and other registration materials can be found on the 

DMAS website (www.dmas-acc.org).  Provincial Synod is a gathering of Bishops, Clergy and 

Laity from all over the world to conduct the business of the church – such as receiving financial 

reports, passing budgets, passing canonical legislation and the meeting of the separate houses 

(Bishops, Clergy and Laity).  In addition to ACC members, the presiding Bishops of the United 

Episcopal Church (UEC), Anglican Church of America (ACA), Anglican Province of America 

(APA) and Diocese of the Holy Cross have all been invited to attend.  All members of the church 

are invited to attend as observers.  It is an excellent opportunity to meet people from other areas 

of the church and to make new friends. 

 

The Trinitarian 

 
At the recent DMAS Synod, the diocesan budget was a major topic of discussion.  One of 

the larger items in the budget is The Trinitarian.  This line item pays for copies of the paper not 

covered by individual subscriptions.  In an attempt to decrease our costs, the diocese undertook a 

project to update the mailing lists on file at The Trinitarian for the parishes within the DMAS. 

 Most parishes have responded to the project and we have submitted our updated lists to The 

Trinitarian.  In addition to removing former or deceased members, the lists were also updated to 

add new members since the last review of the lists.  This was especially important as we want to 

ensure that all Diocesan households receive a copy of the paper.  The Trinitarian is the official 

gazette of the Anglican Catholic Church and as such contains important information regarding 

the status of the church, educational and inspiring articles from the Archbishop and other clergy 

of the church, as well as encouraging stories on the growth of the Church throughout the world.   

The Trinitarian is also used to announce baptisms, confirmations, receptions, ordinations, clergy 

suspensions and/or depositions.   

Parishes are encouraged to appoint a Trinitarian contact that will be responsible for 

sending in information on activities of the parish.  A s the Editor of the paper often says, "he 

can't print what he doesn't receive." Parishes are urged to send in as much information as 

possible.  The Editors of The Trinitarian have heard the concerns, and are looking at ways to 

decrease the cost of the paper as well as ways to disseminate the information in a more timely 

manner.  In the meantime, if you are able, individuals are encouraged to pay for their copy of 

The Trinitarian.  Each subscription reduces the cost to the Diocese, and therefore will be a way 

of cutting the budget.   The current cost of The Trinitarian is $22 for the digital copy; $25 for 

print copy; and $28 for both versions.  Any additional amount that you might want to add is tax 

deductible and is greatly appreciated.  Your additional gifts also help toward the cost to the 

diocese. 

 

 

 

 



From the Regions 

 
During the strategic planning process we all went through a couple years back I presented 

to the Regional Coordinators the following PATHWAYS TO OUTCOMES that if they remained 

loyal to this guide they would begin to experience some success. I still believe it to be true, 

especially for all of us in our daily Christian work.  I share them with you and hope you will 

embrace the spirit that it fosters. 
 
1) Continually seek opportunities to enhance religious discipline, spiritual development, and 

personal health of each person and parish.   

2) Create proactive interface with a parish and develop proper priorities and resource 

requirements in order to establish mutual expectations.    

3) Formalize a core Ministry and linked requirements: programs, products, and services.  What 

are the core requirements?   

4) Continual interface with clergy and members, to plan and execute common deliverables that 

provide horizontal integration of ministry functions.  How do we maximize distributive resources 

across diocese and the ACC.  

5) Develop appropriate metrics for assessing the effectiveness of the delivery of services and 

programs in order to drive decisions for optimal improvements and resource allocation.   

6) Seek opportunities to partner with other offices and agencies (enablers) in order to enhance 

care of members.  How can redundancies be eliminated while enhancing care?   

7) Maintain primacy of “face-to-face” relationships with members.  How will programs be 

reinforced for long-lasting change? 

 

~ Bishop Lerow 

Galilee  
 

Fr. Clarke ~ no submission. 
 

Iturea 
 

Fr. Roddy ~ no submission.  
 

Samaria 
 

The parishes of the Samaria region hope to meet together again in the Fall.  
 

Submitted by Fr. Edmunds. 
 

Judea 
 

At the Diocesan Synod in June the delegates from the Judea Region joined 

together to present their progress and plans under the Strategic Plan. The presentation 

they put together was well received, and is available on-request.  Onward and upward! 
 

Submitted by Fr. Darby. 

 



Idumea 
 

There is no Regional activity in Idumea planned at this time. 

 

Submitted by Fr. Johnson. 

 

 

From the Diocese 
 

The Diocesan Prayer 
 

ALMIGHTY God, who alone gavest us the breath of life, and alone canst keep alive in us the 

holy desires thou dost impart; We beseech thee, for thy compassion’s sake, to sanctify all our 

thoughts and endeavours; that we may neither begin an action without a pure intention nor 

continue it without thy blessing. And grant that, having the eyes of the mind opened to behold 

things invisible and unseen, we may in heart be inspired by thy wisdom, and in work be upheld 

by thy strength, and in the end be accepted of thee as thy faithful servants; through Jesus Christ 

our Saviour. Amen. (BCP p. 594) 

 

Prayer for Parish Growth 
 

 O God, who knowest the needs of all thy creatures, and dost bestow the favour of thy 

grace alike upon the humble and the great; be with us in all our endeavors devoted to thy service, 

and grant us, we beseech thee, such increase of numbers and of means as will secure this house 

of prayer to the worship and glory of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 

with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule for A.D. 2015 
The Bishop’s full schedule of visitations may be found on the DMAS website. 

 

 September 29
th

, All Angels, Springfield, Virginia 

 September 30
th

, Church of the Ascension, Centreville, Virginia 

 October 1st, Saint Columba, Warrenton, Virginia 

 October 13
th

, Saint. Paul’s, Lexington, Virginia 

 October 14
th

, Saint. Luke’s, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

 October 20
th

, Saint. Anne, Charlotte Hall, Maryland 

 October 21
st
, Saint. John’s, Virginia Beach, Virginia 

 October 22
nd

, Saint Matthew’s, Newport News, Virginia 

 November 17
th

, Saint Peter’s, Christiansburg, Virginia 

 November 18
th

, Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Roanoke, Virginia 

 November 20
th

, Saint Columba’s, Lebanon, Virginia 

 

NOTE! This is the revised schedule set by the Bishop, and is current as-of this date, 31 August, 

A.D. 2015. Any other lists are superceded by this. 



Diocesan Calendar ~ A.D. 2015 
 

   November 13, A.D. 2015, 5:00 A.M. – Clericus - St. Matthew's Church 

 November 13, A.D. 2015, 7:00 P.M. – Clericus Dining In – St. Matthew’s Church 

 November 14, A.D. 2015, 7:45 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. – Pre-Advent Retreat, St. Matthew’s 

Church, Newport News, Virginia. 

 April 23, A.D. 2016, Pre-lenten Retreat, place TBD. 

 

 

Diocesan Administration 
 

Commission on Ministry – next meeting to be held on 30 September, from 3:00 P.M. ‘til 

5:00P.M., at The Church of the Ascension, Centreville, Virginia. 
 

Children and Youth Committee – See below. 
 

Constitution and Canons Committee – next meeting to be held on 19 November, at  

1:00 P.M., at Saint Thomas of Canterbury Parish, in Roanoke, Virginia. 
 

Council of Advice – next meeting to be held 22 April, A.D. 2016, place TBD.  
 

Executive Committee – next meeting to be held on 13 November, at 1:00 P.M., at  

Saint Matthew’s Parish, Newport News, Virginia.  
 

Music Commission – No report.   
 

Standing Committee – No report.   

 

URGENT! PLEASE TAKE NOTE! URGENT! 

 
Effective 1 September, Bishop Lerow will take possession of an office suite which he will 

use as his official office within the Diocese.  Effective the same date, all correspondence should 

be sent to Bishop Lerow , the Diocesan Secretary, and the Diocesan Treasurer at that office, 

unless otherwise directed.  While the office will not be staffed full time, mail will be delivered 

and received at the address.  As of this date, there is no phone in the office.  Please continue to 

use Bishop Lerow’s mobile number to reach him.   The address is 5515 Cherokee Avenue, Suite 

303, Alexandria, VA  22312. 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
A downloadable copy of the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer can be found on the DMAS website. 

 

August 30, 2015, Trinity XIII – The Missionary District of the Philippines. 

September 6, 2015, Trinity XIV – For the Increase of the Sacred Ministry of Christ's Holy 

Catholic Church. 

September 13, 2015, Trinity XV – The United Episcopal Church in the USA –  

The Most Rev’d Peter Robinson, Archbishop. 



September 20, 2015, Trinity XVI – St. Matthew's, Newport News, Virginia –  

The Rev’d Thomas L. Crowder, Rector. 

September 27, 2015, Trinity XVII – St. Michael the Archangel, Frederick, Maryland –  

The Rev’d Pothin Ngyele, Priest-in-Charge. 

October 4, 2015, Trinity XVIII – All Active Clergy in the Anglican Catholic Church – its 

Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

October 11, 2015, Trinity XIX – The Mission of All Angels, Springfield, Virginia –  

The Rev’d Carleton Clarke, Priest-in-Charge. 

October 18, 2015, Trinity XX – St. Luke’s, Fredericksburg, Virginia –  

The Rev’d Jeffrey Edmunds, Rector. 

October 25, 2015, Trinity XXI – The Anglican Province of Christ the King –  

The Most Rev’d Frederick G. Morrison, Archbishop. 

November 1, 2015, Trinity XXII – All Saints, Saluda, Virginia –  

The Rev’d Jeffrey Johnson, Priest-in-Charge. 

November 8, 2015, Trinity XXIII – For the Faithful Departed, Clergy and Laity, of the 

Anglican Catholic Church, especially those of this Diocese. 

November 15, 2015, Trinity XXXIV – St. Columba Mission, Warrenton, Virginia –  

The Rev’d Arthur Rosales, Priest-in Charge. 

November 22, 2015, Sunday Next Before Advent – The Churches of the Ancient 

Patriarchates: Alexandria, Antioch, Constantinople, Jerusalem, and Rome. 

 

Clericus 

 
The Fall Clericus originally scheduled for October 5-6 at Shalom House has been 

rescheduled to Friday, November 13, A.D. 2015, at Saint Matthew's Church in Newport News, 

Va.  Instead of a day and half event, the Clericus will gather at 5:00 P.M. at Saint. Matthew's for 

a brief meeting, and then will remain at Saint Matthew’s for the annual Dining In with the 

Bishop, which will begin at 7:00 P.M. The dinner is a Clergy-only event; nothing has been 

arranged for clergy wives. 

Clergy Health Plan 
 

As everyone should have heard by now, through the Bishop's letter, which was sent to all 

Clergy, with instructions that it be read from the pulpit, at all Sunday Services on the next-

ensuing Sunday, the Executive Committee has revised the budget approved at the Diocesan 

Synod to allow the Diocese to subsidize the health care assessment.  While each parish’s health 

care assessment did not go down much, the Executive Committee wanted to take action to ensure 

that the diocesan membership know that the executive committee heard their concerns and took 

action to acknowledge those concerns.  As the Bishop stated in his letter, the health care 

assistance plan within the Diocese is unique to our Diocese.  With this assistance we are able to 

ensure that all clergy and their families have access to health care, which they might not 

otherwise have.  With each parish contributing towards the assistance plan, it lessens the burden 

to all.  While we know that some of the larger parishes provide health care to- or reimburse their 

clergy for their healthcare, smaller parishes and missions cannot afford to do so.  The assistance 

plan allows all clergy to have access to health benefits, regardless of the size of their parish. 

Currently, it takes $8,600/month to reimburse the 23 clergy members who are enrolled in the 

plan. 



Diocesan Youth Summer Camp 
 

DMAS at Camp Hanover 

Mr. Kian Pritchett 

  

The Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States (DMAS) held its annual youth Summer Camp at 

Camp Hanover in Mechanicsville, Virginia, from July 12-18, 2015.  Camp Hanover is a beautiful 

and adventurous place where Christians of all denominations gather to worship the Lord. DMAS 

has been represented at Camp Hanover for the past 21 years.  

  This year, 21 campers attended daily classes on the Apostles’ Creed, art, and music, in 

preparation for Mass at the end of the week. In art class, they made an intricate manuscript of the 

Apostles’ Creed, which can now be found at the Church of Ascension. Music class taught 

campers variations of the Sanctus, Gloria in Excelcis, Agnus Dei, and the Decalogue. Every day, 

the campers worshipped at morning and evening prayer, where they would cantor the psalms and 

read the lessons. It is amazing how a mere week at camp can strengthen spirituality, rejuvenate 

relationships with God, and help prepare campers for the next steps in their Christian faith.  

  At camp, there are great adventures waiting around every corner. Campers can climb the 

rock wall, brave the adventure course, fly down the zip-line, play Sharks and Minnows in the 

pool, and much more. The counselors also offer different activities such as Mr. Bernard Riley’s 

captivating nature walks, Mrs. Susan Cady’s arts and crafts, and Mr. Trevor Abell’s fishing. In 

previous years, there has even been canoeing on the lake and fencing at the pavilion.  

  In recent years, the number of campers has declined tremendously. With so few campers, 

the program is in danger of dwindling into nothingness. We are the only Diocese in the Province 

that still holds church camp yearly, and in my opinion, camp is one of the most important ways 

that we can expand the church. We as a Diocese and as a Church need to cultivate our children 

into being humble followers of Christ, as well as teach them the reasons for why we believe and 

worship the way we do. Camp is an invaluable asset to our diocese, and I pray that the coming 

years prove fruitful in our search for campers.  

  

Note on the Author:  Mr. Pritchett is a rising sophomore at James Madison University, and a 

member and licensed Lay Reader at St. Paul’s Anglican Catholic Church in Lexington, Virginia.  

Kian is a former camper of ten years attendance, and has for the past two years served as a camp 

counselor and art teacher. 

 

 

  
Bishop Lerow with Campers. Fr. Weaver on the Apostle’s Creed. 
 



 
Staff and Campers, DMAS 2015 Summer Camp 

 

 

 
DMAS SUMMER CAMP 2016 - PLEA FOR ASSISTANCE 

 

The Diocese has held a summer camp for its youth for 25+ years and it now stands as the 

lone remaining camp in the Anglican Catholic Church. But as you read from Kian Pritchett's 

article, we're in need of help.  We need your children (and your grand children).  In this day and 

age of overt electronics, you'd be surprised that the kids love camp.  Some may not want to go at 

first, but I have only had one in 11 years who said they didn't want to come back (and that was  

because of bugs, not the camp itself).  I find it sad that when I go to ‘Synod and Retreats to find  

parents who have never been told that we have a camp.  Or when I see the first mention of the  

camp in parish bulletins two weeks before camp starts (especially when the information about  

the camp was provided 3 months earlier).  

We need your help!!  We're in serious need of adult counselors. This year we had to  

resort to paying Camp Hanover to provide us with 2 female counselors ~ this shouldn't be.  We 

are in need of adults who can help, especially women.  The real threat to having camp this year 

wasn't a need for kids, it was a need for adults.  We have had the wonderful assistance of seven 

stalwarts for the past 10 years; some are getting to ages where they soon won't be able to do it.  

We need the next generation of counsellors now. 



If you are in need of information about camp for your children or to help, please email  

me at revfrmichael@ascension-acc.org. Camp dates for 2016 are July 15-23 (for Counselors) and 

July 17-23 (for Campers). 

 

The Rev’d Fr. Michael C. Weaver 

Rector, The Church of the Ascension 

Director, DMAS Summer Camp 

 

Clergy Children Scholarship Fund 

 
Congratulations to Micah Beutell, Laura Nalls and Kathryn Roddy on being recipients of 

the DMAS Clergy Children Scholarships for the 2015-2016 academic year.  Micah is a 

sophmore at Lincoln Memorial University in Tennessee.  Laura Nalls is entering her senior year 

at Randolph Macon College, while Kathryn Roddy will be a freshman at University of Georgia. 

 We wish all three success in the upcoming academic year.  

As stated in Bishop Lerow's letter dated July 30 (and included in this issue of The Credo), 

a Sunday has been set aside on April 19, 2016 for individuals and parishes to consider making a 

contribution to the Clergy Children Scholarship Fund, which was established in 2014.  This fund 

provides much needed assistance to our clergy children.  If you are interested in making a 

contribution to the fund but don't wish to wait until April of next year, contributions can be 

received at any time.  Please make the cheque payable to: Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States, 

earmarked Clergy Children Scholarship Fund, and send to the Diocesan Treasurer,  

Mr. Kief Tackaberry, 5406 Backlick Woods Court, Springfield, VA  22153. 

 

 

A Pastoral Letter 
 

(The following was distributed to all Clergy of the Diocese, with instructions that it be read from 

the pulpit, on a Sunday, to all Services falling on that day.) 

 

Grace be to you, and Peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. During our 

recent Synod there was considerable discussion about the budget and the need to explore ways to 

reduce the cost to the parishes. It was a worthy dialogue with well-meant intentions, encouraging 

us all TO devote ourselves to further work in this matter. So, in light of the discussion, the 

Executive Committee has come up with a way to slightly reduce the health care assessment for 

the parishes. It is a moderate offset, which we are encouraged to report. As you know the health 

assessment is a unique plan to assist our clergy with the cost of their health care. With health 

care on the rise it is remarkable that we were able to continue with the same support and begin to 

find measures to reduce your contributions. It is a sign of good things to come. (A copy of the 

revised health care assessment for each parish is attached to this letter. The new assessment will 

take effect with the August payment.) Additionally, through the years the Diocese set aside two 

Sundays for special offerings. These two Funds are the Entwistle Fund for the Endowment of the 

Episcopate and the MacCammond Fund for the support of Theological Education of the Clergy. 

In the interest of many in the Diocese the following will serve as dates when such offerings can 

be collected for these very unique programs. It seemed prudent that Sunday November 15, A.D. 

2015 be selected for the Entwistle Fund, since it is closest to the Feast Day of the Bestowal of the 

mailto:revfrmichael@ascension-acc.org.


American Episcopate (1784), and that the MacCammond Fund for Clergy Education be Sunday 

September 20, 2015, being closest to St. Matthew’s Day (Sep 21st). A new and exciting fund 

was established to provide Scholarships for children of Clergy in our diocese. The fund has 

already had significant use and additional requests for support continue to arrive. It is truly a 

most exciting program with great benefit to these children and something this Diocese can be 

very proud to have. Clergy Children Scholarship Fund Sunday will be the Sunday closest to the 

Feast Day (April 21st) of Blessed S. Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109), Confessor and Doctor 

of the Church. The special Sunday set aside for this offering is April 19, 2016. Finally, I 

encourage all of you to follow this model for church growth found in the book of Acts 2:42, 

which says, “And they (the Church) devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread, and to prayers.” Let us with the same devotion continue in such a 

manner that it will bring honor to God and in the end we can hear Him say to us… “Well done 

thou good and faithful servant.” 

 

I remain in Your Service, 

 

The Rt. Rev. Donald F. Lerow 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who as a child didst learn, and didst grow in wisdom: Grant us so to learn 

thy holy Word, that we may walk in thy ways and daily grow more like unto thee: who livest and 

reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen 

 

 

 

 

From the Parishes and Missions 
 

 

 

All Angels, Springfield, Virginia  
 

Fr. Carlton C. Clarke, Priest-in-Charge of the Anglican Catholic 

Church of All Angels, observed his 30
th

 anniversary as a Priest on July 25. 

A large congregation, including many visitors to the Parish, attended 

Sunday mass on July 26 and held a reception after the service to honor  

Fr. Clarke. The group of 23 was all the more impressive because many All 

Angels regulars were away on vacation. Fr. Clarke (shown seated, second 

from the right) attended the United Theological College of the West Indies, and was ordained in 

his native Jamaica. His first assignment after Ordination was as Curate of the Anglican Cathedral 

of St. Jago de la Vega, Spanish Town, Jamaica, from 1985 to 1989. He moved to United States 

in 2000 to become Rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Hartsdale, NY. The ACC 

received Fr. Clarke in 2010, and he served as assistant priest at St. Albans, Richmond, VA. He 

began his service with All Angels two months after it organized as a Mission in A.D. 2012. 

 



 
 

 

                           

All Saints, Saluda, Virginia 
 

All Saints continues to be blessed with warm loving fellowship 

and visitors here and there.  Unfortunately, we are losing some members 

as they move to other parts of Virginia, but the Lord in His providence 

seems to bring in someone to fill their seat. We continue to pray for God 

to fill all the seats in All Saints despite being in a rural county with a fairly small population of 

roughly 10,000. 

We began a new Adult Study on Sunday mornings at 10:00. We are going through 

Archbishop Haverland’s Faith and Practice. The journey has yielded many expansions on 

various points in history, heresies, and doctrine. After six weeks, we’re still on chapter 3!  We 

are very thankful for the use of Dr. Browne’s projector and our new parish screen to enable us to 

use PowerPoint presentations during class. This has added a great deal of color and depth to our 

lessons.  

All Saints gathered up a small mountain of school supplies to donate to the local “Pack 

the Pack” campaign in Middlesex County.  Given the small number of parishioners, it was an 

amazing amount of paper, pencils, markers, backpacks, and other school supplies gathered in the 

narthex.  The supplies will be given to needy children as they begin the new school year.  



All Saints is searching for a new organist. Mrs. Sandy Todd has played faithfully and 

beautifully for us for years. But, she and her husband, Bob, are in the process of moving to the 

Shenandoah area in the near future.  If anyone knows of a church musician in Middlesex County, 

or someone who would be willing to come from the surrounding area, we would greatly 

appreciate your help with contact information!  If you know of someone, please contact  

Fr. Johnson at 757-374-6724.  

 
 

Christ Church, Bath County, Virginia 
 

We continue to have regular visitors from guests at the Homestead Resort.  

Our most recent visitors were from Iowa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Ascension, Centreville, Virginia 
 

The Parish will be hosting a women's retreat on Saturday, September 19 

from 10:00 - 3:30 P.M.  The topic of the retreat will be Women of the Old 

Testament.  The retreat will begin with Holy Communion and end with Evening 

Prayer.  The exact titles of each of the sessions have yet to be finalized, but the 

basic format of the day will be 10:00 A.M. - Holy Communion;  

11:00 A.M. - 1st session; Noon - lunch; 1:00 P.M. - second session;  

2:00 P.M. - afternoon tea and third session; 3:00 P.M. - Evening prayer.   All women of the 

Diocese are invited to attend.  If you are interested in attending, please email Debbie Weaver at 

dweaver63@verizon.net, to let her know, so that she can include you on all informational emails 

sent out as the plans are finalized.  There is no cost for the retreat. 

 

 

Church of the Epiphany, Amherst, Virginia  
Summertime is fix-up time at Epiphany.  For a number of years we 

have had a small Memorial Garden near the parking lot entrance.  This 

spring one of our members, Eldon Cox, improved the Garden by having a 

low brick wall erected along the parking lot edge.  The landscaping was 

improved as well, and now the Memorial Garden looks very professional.  

Thanks, Eldon! 

Another thing that has long plagued us is ground water seepage into 

the undercroft walls which are underground.  This summer, work is being done to improve 

outside drainage away from those walls and to repaint the stained inside cinderblock walls that 

have been stained by the ground water seepage. 

Father Crites continues to have Holy Communion services the first, third and fifth 

Sundays of each month, and Morning Prayer the second and forth Sunday’s.  He also offers 

Communion for those who wish on the Morning Prayer Sundays. 



Saint Alban’s, Richmond, Virginia  
 

The most notable recent event at Saint Alban’s has been the Jamaican 

Association dinner, held in the Parish Hall. Over a hundred souls passed-

through the doors, throughout the evening. Not only was this an opportunity 

to connect with the Jamaican community, but with the immediate 

neighbourhood, and indeed all of Richmond, for the event was free, and open 

to the public. 

 

 

 

       
 

 



Ss. Andrew and Margaret, Alexandria, VA 
 

Bishop Lerow made his annual visit to  

St. Andrew & St. Margaret of Scotland Parish on Sunday, July 19, 

A.D. 2015, confirming Virginia G. Crump, Michael D. Mayfield, 

Benjamin H. Shelly and Evangeline F. Taylor.  Those received into 

the ACC were Alexander M. Habighorst, Michael C. Jordan, Richard 

L. Heintze, and John S. Mason, Jr.  

The Parish is getting ready for a busy autumn. The Diaconate Study program resumes its 

weekly schedule on Tuesday, September 8, at 7:30 P.M. in the undercroft. The group will be 

studying the Oxford Movement over several weeks and all are invited to attend.  The weekly 

Bible Study class will resume on Wednesday, September 9, 2015 at 10:30am.  The group will be 

discussing Romans 9.  The monthly Men’s Bible Study group will reconvene on Saturday, 

September 19, A.D. 2015 at 8:30A.M. in the undercroft.  A hearty breakfast will be included. 

 The Annual Parish Picnic will be held on Sunday, September 27, A.D. 2015, at Fort Hunt Park, 

immediately following a specially scheduled 10A.M. Holy Eucharist. Our very popular  

Pet Blessing event is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, October 3, 2015.  More information 

about this event will be posted to our website and Facebook page. 

St. Andrew & St. Margaret of Scotland will be co-sponsoring the 2nd Annual Women’s 

Retreat with the Church of the Ascension, Centreville.  The retreat will be held on Saturday, 

September 19, A.D. 2015, at Ascension between 10A.M. and 3P.M.  Please check the parish 

websites and Facebook pages for more details about this event. 

 

 

 

Saint Anne’s, Charlotte Hall, Maryland 
 

 At the recent Diocesan Youth Camp, Saint Anne’s provided a strong 

presence, with three counselors and six campers from the Parish participating. 

Youth has been a focus in the Parish for some time; we recently provided 

school supplies for a dozen local, underprivileged children. The youth of the 

Parish spent the Fourth of August working in a local soup kitchen. Work is 

continuing on the construction of our new Parish Hall, which will hold both 

Services and activities, as it is the first phase of our construction project. The actual Church will 

be built after the ‘Hall has been completed.  

 

 

 

Saint Columba, Warrenton, Virginia 
 

No Submission. 

 

 



Saint Columba’s, Lebanon, Virginia 

 
No submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint David’s, Charlottesville, Virginia 
 

 The parishioners of Saint David's are preparing to print and bind 

100 of Fr. Shaw’s sermons, plus some other writings.  

 
 
 
 

 

 Saint John’s, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 

No submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Luke’s, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

 
St. Luke's bid farewell to its former rector, Fr. Sam Catlin, on Trinity 

Sunday. Fr. Catlin gave to the parish a magnificent brass thurible. Shortly 

thereafter, Fr. Catlin moved to Texas, to be closer to his family.  

The local Fredericksburg newspaper included St. Luke's in its 2015 

"honor roll' of churches and charitable organizations. The Outreach 

Committee has continued its good work at the Heartfields retirement home. 

These well-received informal hymn-sings and prayer services are entirely lay-led. The Charitable 

Gifts Committee has continued to promote the local Food Bank. The Lay Readers conduct 

periodic Morning Prayer & Sermon services, in order to refine their skills and be ready for any 

contingency. Three young ladies from the Irish family represented St. Luke's at the diocesan 

summer camp this year. The parish was represented at diocesan synod by Ann and Fred 

Robinson, Jimmy Baird and David Dutton. David Dutton was conditionally re-confirmed by the 

Bishop at ‘Synod, pictured below. 

The rector will be in Spain in September, walking another 250 miles on the Camino de 

Santiago. He will celebrate his 62nd birthday at the Monastery of San Juan de Ortega in the 

province of Burgos, and will the next morning visit the Monastery of Santo Domingo de Silos, 



famous for its Gregorian chant. In his absence St. Luke's will be privileged to have Fathers 

Shaw, Weiss, Rosales and Sossi take services. 

October should be a busy month for St. Luke's. The rector will be back. A parish picnic 

and a blessing of animals are planned for the Saturday closest to the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 

The Bishop is expected to make his visitation. Growth has slowed but attendance is steady; 

levels of individual piety remain high, and parish finances are sound. 
 

 
Bishop Lerow with Confirmand David Dutton, at the XXXIXth Annual Synod. 

 
 
 
 

Saint Mark’s, Williamsburg, Virginia 
 

St. Mark's continues to slowly grow. We recently welcomed Jim and 

Chris Swords to the parish, and are considering a way to rearrange and 

enlarge the nave. September will see the resumption of our First Sunday 

after-Mass luncheons at a local restaurant. 

 

 



Saint Mary’s, Wilmington, Delaware 
 

For those who might find themselves in the environs of Wilmington and 

should like to drop into St. Mary's, Evening Prayer is said at 4 p.m. in the 

Chapel on Tuesdays and Morning Prayer is at 10 a.m on Thursdays, with a 

Healing Service following on the third Thursday of the month. The Holy 

Eucharist is celebrated on Sundays at 10 a.m. followed by a coffee hour. 

THE DIOCESAN SYNOD ~ A highlight of the Synod for those of  

St. Mary's was the Confirmation of Runru Liu by Bp. Lerow. Runru is from China and recently 

completed his MSc. in Chemical Engineering at The University of Delaware. 

THE INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC CONGRESS OF ANGLICANS ~ Canon Gunn-

Walberg, as Vice-President of The Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen, a co-sponsor of the 

Congress, attended the gathering on 13-17 June in Ft. Worth. Abp. Haverland was homilist at an 

Evensong and partnered in a noon-day discussion with the The Rt. Rev’d Nazir Ali, chaired by 

The Rev’d Canon Charles Nalls.  

THE ANGLICAN FELLOWSHIP OF THE DELAWARE VALLEY ~ The summer event 

was the Mass of the Assumption with Bp. Hewett as celebrant at the  

Church of the Transfiguration in Phoenixville, PA, followed by a picnic at Valley Forge Park on 

Saturday, 15 August. Unfortunately Fr. Ken was unable to attend due to being called to give Holy 

Unction and Sick Communion to two parishioners in Maryland. 

LONG LIVE THE QUEEN! The ninth of September marks the day when Queen 

Elizabeth II will become the longest reigning monarch in British history and the second longest 

reigning female monarch  in world history. Fr. Ken, as East Coast United States Representative to 

the the International Council of the Monarchist League, will be celebrating this great day at an 

Afternoon Tea in the Cholmondeley Room and Terrace of the House of Lords at the invitation of 

Lord Howard Flight and the Constitutional Monarchy Association. He hopes Bp. Mead will, also, 

be attending as the sometime-Chairman of the Kent Branch. 

 

 

Saint Matthew’s, Newport News, Virginia 
 

Work is progressing nicely on the master-list of projects in the Parish, 

formulated by the vestry at the beginning of this calendar-year. Despite some of 

them having been ~ temporarily, we hope ~ lost by the USPS, all of our 

hymnals are in Georgia, being re-bound. We have accepted a bid to re-stripe the 

parking-lot; another for the cleaning of the Parish, and a third for major 

electrical repairs and remodeling.  

 We have completed the patching and painting of the ceiling in our Parish Hall ~ 

the proximity of the railroad has produced cracks, therein, over the years. We will soon have a 

painting party to renew the walls, if we survive the colour-selection process. After that, new 

flooring for the ‘Hall, and our major projects will largely have been completed.  

Through the pruning of trees, the removal of shrubbery, and the moving of our sign, we 

are in the process of heightening our physical visibility to passersby on Main Street. New 

lighting for the sign is a part of the electrical project. A new sign is being discussed; we hope to 

arrange it such that Seasonal banners may be used in-conjunction with it, like those used at  

The Church of the Ascension, in Centreville, Virginia. 



Saint Michael the Archangel, Frederick, Maryland 

 
On July 28

th
, A.D. 2015, Father Pothin Ngyele celebrated the 20

th
 

anniversary of his Ordination to the Priesthood.  A reception in his honor was 

held at Fr. Pothin’s Parish, St. Michael the Archangel Anglican Church, in 

Frederick, Maryland.   

  In a reflection on his ministry of the last 20 years, Father Pothin wrote 

“…the biblical passage I put on the back of my ordination picture is, ‘For you, I 

consecrate myself…’” Also, “Surrender is an act of faith, the act of living one day at a time… 

acceptance of the here and now is the doorway to the Divine.” 

  Father Pothin’s journey has taken him from a small village in Congo where he grew up, 

through Paris, Rome, Chicago, Washington, DC, and now, Frederick, Maryland, where he lives 

with his wife and two daughters. 

 

 
 

 

  
 Fr. Pothin, and his cake!                    ‘And with his youngest daughter, Gina. 

 

 

 



Saint Paul’s, Lexington, Virginia 
 

As a good many folks in the Diocese already know, Canon Shields has 

announced his retirement as Rector of St. Paul's ~ Lexington, to be effective 

Nov. 1
st
, unless the congregation, in consultation with the Bishop, comes up 

with a candidate to replace him sooner than All Saints' Day. 

He was ordained to the Priesthood on the Second Day of the Octave of  

All Saints', in 1956; so, Lord willing, he will observe the 60th anniversary of 

his ordination next year.  Some of his friends have occasionally told him that he was Ordained on 

All Souls' Day; but diligent searching of the 1928 Book of Common Prayer through the years has 

failed to turn up any reference to All Souls' Day in the Prayer Book, where commemoration of 

all the faithful departed  is observed on All Saints' Day; when, by the mercies of God, we praise 

Him in the "one communion and fellowship" of his people, and pray that we may follow His 

"blessed saints  in all virtuous and godly living;" that with them, we may come "to those 

unspeakable joys which (God) hast prepared for those who unfeignedly love" Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Peter’s, Christiansburg, Virginia 
 

Jewell Bigony, beloved wife of Joe Bigony, of Hinton, WV, passed 

away June 26
th

. Joe and Jewell are charter members of St. Peter’s—they were 

among those brave, hardy souls who established the parish with  

Father MacCammond in 1977. Jewell was loved by all who knew her, 

especially all the nurses she trained, supervised and worked with in the 

hospitals in Hinton. She and Joe labored to establish an ACC parish in Hinton 

and nearby Lewisburg, for many years, founding St. Michael’s in Hinton, which lasted for 

several years. Jewell’s obituary is on our website: stpetersanglicancatholic.org.  

 Fr. Darby and Sheila spent several days in Hinton helping Joe and daughter Ellen 

and family plan the funeral. The whole community turned out to offer their services: the 

visitation was in the Pivont funeral home, its director was a pall bearer; the funeral was in 

Ascension Episcopal Church, a search for a particular hymn was found by the Methodists, the 

reception was in the Baptist Church, and Baptist pastor Jeff Canterbury sang the anthem. Joe and 

Jewell grew up in both churches, and Joe played the organ for the Episcopal church for several 

years. Any differences anyone had were forgotten in their love for the Bigonys. We were blessed 

by getting to know some of these people. The Slaytons and Pappases came to support from  

St. Peter’s for both the visitation and funeral. The Archdeacon, Fr. McHenry, and his wife, 

Gayle, also came to give wonderful support. We know the Diocese will keep Joe and his family 

in their prayers. 

 

 

 



Saint Stephen’s, Clifton Forge, Virginia 
 

September 13
th

 will mark the 15
th

 anniversary of  

Fr. C. Thomas McHenry's appointment as Priest-in-Charge (later becoming 

Rector) at St. Stephen's. Congratulations Archdeacon McHenry! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Roanoke, Virginia 
 

Since May 19
th

, the parish has been studying the book of The 

Revelation of St. John the Divine, in conjunction with Dr. Scott Hahn’s book 

entitled THE LAMB’S SUPPER – THE MASS AS HEAVEN ON EARTH.  Each 

session begins with Evening Prayer. 

On Tuesday, August 11, we celebrated an Instructional Eucharist 

with the outline used at the Diocesan Summer Camp.  We had 14 people in 

attendance, which we have been averaging throughout the course.  We had 1 person from the 

community attend after he saw our ‘ad in the local newspaper. 

One a month our outreach committee visits with the veterans at the local VA Medical 

Center, taking pizza to them.  Each month the Neighborhood Watch Group meets in the Parish 

Hall.  On Saturday, August 8, this group used the parish hall for their annual potluck supper.  On 

the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursday of each month the Roanoke Valley Writers Group meets in the Parish 

Hall.  All are part of a continuation of our Outreach to the Community. 

 

 

Reflections 
 

 

As you may be aware, pregnancy resource centers across the country are under attack. 

Because of the video exposing Planned Parenthood’s selling of baby parts, they are now being 

investigated.  Their response to the video is to fight back by bombarding pregnancy centers with 

bad internet reviews so that clients will not want to come to a center.  They have set up a 

network of people who are writing scathing reviews of centers to which they have never been.   

Care Net Pregnancy Resource Centers and this nation need your prayers.   

 

~Submitted by Fr. Crowder 

 
 

 



I highly recommend the book entitled The Crown of the Year - a series of short 

paragraphs for each of the weeks of the Christian Year, written and arranged by Austin Farrer 

(1904-1968), sometime Warden of Keble College, Oxford.  The Crownof the Year (the title 

comes from verse 12 of Psalm 65) is a 20th century prose complement to John Keble’s 19th 

century book of poetry, The Christian Year.  Here is Fr. Farrer’s passage for The Eleventh 

Sunday after Trinity:  “At one time, the Christian priest used to stand on the far side of the altar, 

as though setting forth Christ to the people; now, he stands on the near side, leading the people in 

offering Christ to God… When Christ gave away the bread and the cup, He put His Body and 

His Blood at the entire disposal both of His Father and of His friends.  Such is the sacrifice of 

Christ, and such is our sacrifice, for Christ joins us in His.  What use will God make of us?  What 

use can we be to one another?  As we give ourselves away to God, we give ourselves away to 

our friends.  Our adoration is owed to God, our prayer to mankind.” 

 

~Submitted by Archdeacon McHenry. 

 
 

 

Let us urgently pray and groan with continual petitions. For know, beloved brethren, that 

I was not long ago reproached with this also in a vision, that we were sleepy in our prayers, and 

did not pray with watchfulness; and undoubtedly God, who "rebukes whom He loves, when He 

rebukes, rebukes that He may amend, amends that He may preserve.” Let us therefore strike off 

and break away from the bonds of sleep, and pray with urgency and watchfulness, as the Apostle 

Paul bids us, saying, "Continue in prayer, and watch in the same." For the apostles also ceased 

not to pray day and night; and the Lord also Himself, the teacher of our discipline, and the way 

of our example, frequently and watch‐fully prayed, as we read in the Gospel: "He went out into a 

mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God."And assuredly what He prayed for, 

He prayed for on our behalf, since He was not a sinner, but bore the sins of others. But He so 

prayed for us, that in another place we read, "And the Lord said to Peter, Behold, Satan has 

desired to sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." But if for us and 

for our sins He both laboured and watched and prayed, how much more ought we to be instant in 

prayers; and, first of all, to pray and to entreat the Lord Himself, and then through Him, to make 

satisfaction to God the Father! 

 

‐Epistle VII, Cyprian of Carthage (A.D. 255) 

 

~Submitted by Dean Nalls. 

 
 

 

Fr. William Reed Huntington, although never a bishop, had more influence on the 

Episcopal Church in the 19th century than most bishops did.  He was born in Lowell, 

Massachusetts, in 1838, studied at Harvard, and was ordained a priest in 1862.  Huntington’s was 

the chief voice calling for a revision of the Book of Common Prayer (completed in 1892), and 

his was the greatest single influence on the process of revision.  In his book The Church Idea 

(1870), Fr. Huntington undertook to discuss the basis of Christian unity, and he formulated the 

Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral.   



The statement set forth four principles which Anglicans regard as essential, and which we 

offer as a basis for discussion of union with other Christian bodies:      

(A) The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as “Containing all things necessary to 

salvation”; and as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith.     

(B) The Apostles’ Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the sufficient 

statement of the Christian Faith.     

(C) The two Sacraments ordained by Christ Himself – Baptism and the Supper of the Lord – 

ministered with unfailing use of Christ’s words of Institution, and of the elements ordained by 

Him.     

(D) The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to the varying 

needs of the nations and peoples called of God into the Unity of the Church.      

Despite his involvement in the national affairs of the Church, Fr. Huntington was first 

and foremost a parish priest.  He served for 21 years (1862-1883) as Rector of All Saints’ 

Church, Worcester, Massachusetts; and for 26 years (1883-1909) at Grace Church, New York 

City.  He died 26 July 1909. 

 

~Submitted by Archdeacon McHenry. 

 
 


