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“Nice Photo!” 

 

I grew up in a small town called Randolph, New York.  This past 

week the largest of the buildings in the town square, the Fisher Building, 

to everyone’s dismay collapsed in the early evening as the sun was setting 

over the horizon.  The building was in great need of repair.  In this 

building was a hardware store, a department store and a number of offices. 

In the aftermath, a flood of memories rushed through the minds of many 

who grew up in this small village.  I can still remember my mother 

holding my hand as we walked through the department store on the first level of this building, 

telling me “Donald Francis don’t you touch anything.”  The hard wooden planked floors creaked 

under my feet and the smell of old timber was as fresh as the first day it was laid.  Old classmates 

shared comments on Facebook, like “How sad to see our beginnings disappear”; “boys, see what 

happened in your old home town”; “I am so sad and upset about this.  I am not looking forward 

coming to Randolph today.”  Another more remarkable comment was, “Fantastic job on the 

photos, Great Timing” and “Nice Photo!” as the building falls before their very eyes.  

Most people did not see the old building begin to erode.  They knew some repairs were 

needed, but not to the extent of the collapse … it was not even in the picture.  Yet in the hearts 

and minds of the citizens, in the falling down of this old building sadness finds a way to surface.  

In the future I will drive past the old fork in the road. I will see my mother holding my hand and 

educating me how to behave while in public places.  

It is probably true that the longtime residents of the village didn’t see the changes.  It is 

also true that long time members of their church don’t see the erosion either.  Church growth was 

pretty rapid in the early days.  Even the poor old building that collapsed was not built alone but 

beside a host of other buildings about the same time.  I think it is true that many new churches 

can grow quickly but it is also true that well established churches decline at an incredibly slow 

pace.  It is so slow one doesn’t even notice it. 

At our last Clericus (meeting of the Clergy of the Diocese) a book was handed out to 

every Priest and Bishop present called “Autopsy of a Deceased Church”, by Thom S. Rainer.  I 

like Thom Rainer even though he is not much in the Anglican Circles, but he does have a lot to 



say about the reasons churches die.  He also has an excellent website.  Nevertheless, his 

comments about decline are especially noteworthy.  “The decline is in the vibrant ministries that 

once existed.  The decline is in the prayer lives of the members who remain.  The decline is in 

the outward focus of the church.  The decline is in the connection with the community.  The 

decline is in the hopes and dreams of those who remain.  Decline is everywhere in the church, 

but many don’t see it.”  All this in just the first chapter of the book.  I can’t help but realize that 

if we are to succeed as a church it will require a serious analysis of why we have declined.  And 

pray that it is not too late or we will end up on the coffee table as nice photo.  A photo that 

reminds us about all the great moral training received, while not realizing that we were part of 

the fall because we did not see it coming. 

As your Bishop I want to be part of the solution and not the problem.  I will never forget 

my first visit with a new Commanding Officer on a very old ship called the USS Buchannan 

(DDG-14).  I went to the Commander about a serious morale problem he had on his ship.  He 

looked me in the eyes and said “What is your solution?”  I said it wasn’t my ship.  He said, “but 

all these sailors are part of your crew, shipmate!  Don’t come to me with a problem unless you 

have a solution.”  It was a point well taken.  Well … I didn’t have a clue how to fix that morale 

problem but one thing I remember I needed to do was to pray that God would open my eyes and 

show me how I might be part of the solution.  I didn’t know how it was in the past on this ship 

and I had no idea about how it should look in the future.  But what I did discover was a written 

history of the past, a ship’s log if you will, and the daily voices of the sailors that spoke about 

what it used to be like.  What it used to be like was not all that specific to the USS Buchannan 

but about the entire character and joy of their long-gone shipmates in the entire Navy.  For some 

reason the decline in their connectedness of the past had stifled their vision for the future.  They 

turned inward upon themselves and became short tempered, late for work, missed ship’s 

movement and a variety of other issues that kept them thinking about how bad they had it while 

the ship continued to decline without them even realizing it.  Turing the ship around would not 

be an easy adventure but a necessary requirement.   

Business can’t be done the same way it was done in the past.  A drastic change is 

necessary.  It is a most painful event to let go of what worked in the past, especially if we are to 

survive into the next generation.  I don’t think there is one church member that doesn’t realize 

that we are in dire straits when it comes to church growth.  I think we all pretty much know this.  

It is easy for me to sit back and just say we don’t pray enough about coming up with solutions.  I 

think I feel pretty safe by saying that most of us do pray for growth, but does the solution to your 

prayer involve action on your part?  Our prayer should ask for ideas in which we can do 

something to make a difference.  But more to the point, what can I do?  I am not just speaking 

about a little change but far-reaching change.  In many ways it is too late for just a little change.  

‘Fundamental change in our behavior concerning church. What it means to show up for church? I 

like to think that every time you receive the body and blood of Christ on Sunday God drops 

another idea into your heart and mind that needs to be acted upon for the future growth of His 

Church.  Certainly the Sacrament is for the healing of your soul but it is also to send you forth 

into the world to do powerful things for His kingdom.   

The next time you receive the sacrament of our Lord return to your pew and first give 

thanks for the gift.  And then don’t forget to immediately ask God what you should do next.  He 

healed your soul, forgave your sin and blessed you with His presence.  In doing so … just maybe 

we might be able to stop the decay, get rid of the steam pipes and set course for a more hopeful 

and glorious future with Christ at the helm. 



The Vicar General 
 

As of May 1
st
, the Bishop has relieved me of my duties as Vicar General, and has placed 

me on the inactive list of Clergy of our Diocese.  This was at my request, for health reasons 

which prevented me from doing the travelling a Vicar General needs to do. I plan on moving to 

San Antonio, Texas, to live with my son. 

  I am sorry to leave our Diocese at such an interesting time.  There are many issues and 

changes that we need to address and our Bishop needs all of the support that we can give him as 

he leads us forward.  

I have been blessed to work under some fine (and very different) Bishops, and to work 

with many talented brother Clergy.  I wish our Diocese Godspeed on the path ahead.  

 

 

From the Regions 
 

Galilee  
 

 There have been no Regional meetings in Galilee, since the last edition of The Credo, but 

discussions are under way to set the date for the next gathering. 
 

Submitted by Fr. Weaver. 

 

 

Iturea 
 

Fr. Roddy ~ no submission.  

 

 

Samaria 
 

The scheduled May 23, 2015, Samaria Region DSP Discussion meeting had to be 

cancelled. 

 

Submitted by Fr. Edmunds. 

 

 

Judea 
 

The clergy and people of the region continue to find ways to implement the Diocese’ 

Strategic Plan.  In growing our Parishes our focus has turned to improving the communications 

we have in spreading the faith of the ACC.  Using a website has come to the fore, and, with 

thanks to Fr. Paul Beutel (Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Roanoke), a company named Yola has 

been used successfully to construct websites for his Parish and Saint Peter’s (Christiansburg). 

 

Submitted by Fr. Darby. 



Idumea 
 

There has been no Regional activity in Idumea since the last edition of The Credo. 

 

Submitted by Fr. Johnson. 

 

 

From the Diocese 
 

The Diocesan Prayer 
 

ALMIGHTY God, who alone gavest us the breath of life, and alone canst keep alive in us the 

holy desires thou dost impart; We beseech thee, for thy compassion’s sake, to sanctify all our 

thoughts and endeavours; that we may neither begin an action without a pure intention nor 

continue it without thy blessing. And grant that, having the eyes of the mind opened to behold 

things invisible and unseen, we may in heart be inspired by thy wisdom, and in work be upheld 

by thy strength, and in the end be accepted of thee as thy faithful servants; through Jesus Christ 

our Saviour. Amen. (BCP p. 594) 

 

 

Prayer for Parish Growth 
 

 O God, who knowest the needs of all thy creatures, and dost bestow the favour of thy 

grace alike upon the humble and the great; be with us in all our endeavors devoted to thy service, 

and grant us, we beseech thee, such increase of numbers and of means as will secure this house 

of prayer to the worship and glory of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 

with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule for A.D. 2015 
The Bishop’s full schedule of visitations may be found on the DMAS website. 

 

In light of the retirement of Fr. Catlin as Vicar General, the visitation schedule is in the 

midst of being revised. Please watch the Diocesan website for further announcements. 

 

 

Diocesan Calendar ~ A.D. 2015 
 

  June 7, 2015 - Visitation to St. Columba's (Lebanon, VA)  

  June 11-13, 2015 - Diocesan Synod (Frederick, MD)  

  June 14, 2015 - Visitation to St. Columba (Warrenton, VA)  

  June 21, 2015 - Visitation to St. Alban's (Richmond, VA)  

  June 28, 2015 - Visitation to St. Peter's (Christiansburg, VA) 

  July 12, 2015 - Visitation to St. Paul's (Lexington, VA) 

  July 12-18, 2015 - Youth Summer Camp (Camp Hanover, Mechanicsville, VA)  



  July 19, 2015 - Visitation to St. Andrew & St. Margaret (Alexandria, VA)  

  August 9, 2015 - Visitation to the Church of the Ascension (Centreville, VA)  

  August 30, 2015 - Visitation to St. Anne's (Charlotte Hall, MD) 

  

 

Diocesan Synod 
 

The 2015 Synod of the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States will be held June 11-13, at the 

Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference Center, in Frederick, Maryland.  Registration materials have 

been distributed to all Clergy and delegates. If you have somehow not received them, they are 

available on the Diocesan website. The deadline to reserve your hotel room at the negotiated rate 

has passed; please send in your registration and fees to the Diocese immediately, if you’ve not 

already done so. 

 
 

Diocesan Youth Summer Camp 
 

The DMAS Youth Summer Camp will be held July 12
th

 through the 18
th,

 in 

Mechanicsville, Virginia (at Camp Hanover), for children aged 8-16 years.  Summer Camp 

applications have been distributed to all Priests of the Diocese, and are available on the DMAS 

website (www.dmas-acc.org).  Parishes and Priests; please do advertise that the camp is available 

to all the children of the Diocese.  If you have grandchildren, we encourage you to have them 

attend.  If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Weaver at revfrmichael@ascension-acc.org. 

  The camp is in need of female counselors.  As of the date of the Credo, we need three (3) 

additional female counselors to replace those who helped last year, but can’t help this year.  The 

camp can also use the assistance of any of the Priests of the Diocese.  Please contact Fr. Weaver 

if you can provide assistance.   

 

 

Diocesan Administration 
 

Commission on Ministry – No report.  
 

Children and Youth Committee – See above. 
 

Constitution and Canons Committee – The committee met on April 20, 2015 to discuss 

proposals presented by the Executive Committee.  The result of those discussions will be 

distributed to the delegates and discussed at Synod.  
 

Council of Advice – No report.  
 

Executive Committee – No report. 
 

Music Commission – No report.   
 

Standing Committee – No report.   

 

 

http://www.dmas-acc.org/
mailto:revfrmichael@ascension-acc.org


Diocesan News 
 

Effective Shrove Tuesday (17 February, A.D. 2015), Fr. William Crites has been appointed 

Priest-in-Charge of Church of the Epiphany in Amherst, Virginia. 

 

Effective Easter Sunday (5 April, A.D. 2015), The Church of the Good Shepherd, in 

Abingdon, Virginia, has closed. 

 

Effective the Feast of Ss. Philip and James (1 May, A.D. 2015), The Rev’d Sam M. Catlin 

has retired as Vicar General of the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States. 

 

Effective Whitsunday (24 May, A.D. 2015), Fr. Warren Shaw has retired as Rector at Saint 

David’s Parish, in Charlottesville, Virginia. The Parish is actively involved in searching for their 

next Rector. 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
A downloadable copy of the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer can be found on the DMAS website. 

 

May 31, 2015, Trinity Sunday – The Diocese of the Holy Trinity –  

The Rt. Rev’d Steven Scarlett, Bishop Ordinary. 

June 7, 2015, Trinity I – For The Trinitarian and its staff. 

June 14, 2015, Trinity II - The Church of St. Andrew and St. Margaret of Scotland, 

Alexandria, Virginia – The Rev’d John Roddy, Rector. 

June 21, 2015, Trinity III – St. Alban's, Richmond, Virginia –  

Dean Charles Nalls, Rector. 

June 28, 2015, Trinity IV – St. Peter the Apostle, Christiansburg, Virginia –  

The Rev’d Alexander L. Darby, III, Priest-in-Charge. 

July 5, 2015, Trinity V – For God's guidance and protection of the United States of America. 

July 12, 2015, Trinity VI – For the Summer Camps of the ACC; the Counselors and Campers. 

July 19, 2015, Trinity VII – The Retired Clergy of the Anglican Catholic Church, especially 

those in the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States. 

July 26, 2015, Trinity VIII – St. Anne's, Charlotte Hall, Maryland –  

The Rt. Rev’d William McClean, Rector. 

August 2, 2015, Trinity IX – The Diocese of New Orleans – The Rt. Rev’d Terry Lowe,  

Bishop Ordinary. 

August 9, 2015, Trinity X – The Missionary Diocese of Southern Africa –  

The Rt. Rev’d Alan Kenyon- Hoare, Bishop. 

August 16, 2015, Trinity XI – The Diocese of Aweil, South Sudan –  

The Rt. Rev’d Wilson Garang, Bishop. 

August 23, 2015, Trinity XII – The Province of India and its constituent Dioceses. 

August 30, 2015, Trinity XIII – The Missionary District of the Philippines. 

 

 

 

 



From the Parishes and Missions 
 

 

 

All Angels, Springfield, Virginia  
 

All Angels has begun holding regular Sunday School classes. We 

are using the curriculum developed by Fr. Don Poff. Currently, four 

children are enrolled. 

On Whitsunday, May 24, All Angels celebrated its 3rd anniversary 

with a special service followed by a hearty brunch. Our first service was an 

Evening Prayer held on the Feast Day of our patron saint, S. David of 

Scotland, in smaller facilities at our current location. 

 

 

                                        

 

All Saints, Saluda, Virginia 
 

Peter Marion Hopper, born March 12, A.D. 2015, to Roger and 

Lauren Hopper, was baptized into the Family of the Body of Christ on 

May 10
th

, A.D. 2015, at All Saints, Saluda, Virginia.  The over fifty 

family and friends in attendance made the Baptism and worship service 

a wonderful and joyful event. The baby, Peter, was a real champion during the Sacrament, with 

great smiles and a peaceful disposition.  “Remember your baptism for you are a child of God.” 

  All Saints is now holding a monthly healing prayer service the first Wednesday of the 

month at 12:00 followed by Holy Communion.  The service is very peaceful and a great time to 

draw near to God for prayers of healing for oneself or others. We gather for a litany of prayers 

followed by laying-on of hands by the Priest, and asking for God’s healing.  The worship then 

turns to the liturgy of Word and Sacrament for Holy Communion.  The Holy Spirit has truly 

blessed us with His presence as some attendees have expressed feeling relief from their 

discomfort even right after the service.  Praise God that He hears and answers our prayers! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Church, Bath County, Virginia 
 

Buddy Kling, the Treasurer of Christ Church, has been elected the new 

Secretary of the Bath Community Hospital governing Board. 

 

 

 

 

 



Church of the Ascension, Centreville, Virginia 
 

On Ascension Day (May 14
th

), the Church of the Ascension celebrated 

its 47
th

 birthday with Mass and a pot-luck supper.  The members of Ascension 

were joined by its friends from the Galilee Region (All Angels and  

Saint Colomba).  In total, forty-one were in attendance for the Mass, celebrated 

by Fr. Weaver, and the homily, given by Fr. Rosales. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Church of the Epiphany, Amherst, Virginia  
 

Members of the Church of the Epiphany were saddened to learn of 

the closing of nearby Sweet Briar College in early March.  The school has 

been an integral part of Amherst since 1901 when it opened.  It’s closing at 

the end of this academic year will create a void the town and county will be 

hard pressed to fill.  At Epiphany it also hit us hard.  Not only are a number 

of our members connected in one way or another to the school, but our 

organist, Charlotte von Claparede-Crola, was a junior at Sweet Briar this past year.  This of 

course means she, like so many others have had to find another college to complete her 

education.  She will be going to Hollins University this fall, but for us that means she will no 

longer be able to play for us.  We will miss her more than she knows. 

Father Crites continues to visit with former members, encouraging them to visit with us 

again.  While there has been no significant increase in attendance, we do see some new and 

familiar faces from time to time and pray that they will come back more regularly. 

 

 

                   

Church of the Good Shepherd, Abingdon, Virginia 
 

Sadly, effective Easter Sunday, The Church of the Good Shepherd has 

closed. Pray thanks to almighty God for the time and work they gave to Him, 

and pray for those who now seek a new Church home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saint Alban’s, Richmond, Virginia  
 

A beautiful Spring day was the setting for the Saint Alban's Plant 

Sale on May 2. Presented to the public was a vast display on our front lawn 

including seeds, seedlings, bulbs, house plants, flowers, ready‐to‐plant 

healthy shrubs, mature trees and a giant Peace Lilly three feet in diameter 

and blooming! Deciding what to buy took some thought and customers 

enjoyed the great collection of new items for their gardens. Among our St. 

Albanites are many gardeners including the Event Organizers Bernard Riley and Hilda Braswell, 

and Jean Bugg, Eunice Green, Jean and George Lampley. About $275 was earned for the church 

for their efforts. Maybe this Fall, we will see an announcement of the St. Alban's Plant Sale II for 

April 2016, and we can all start rooting and nurturing cuttings for next year. 

Screwtape Letters ~ Beginning on the First Sunday in June, we will begin a study of  

The Screwtape Letters, by C.S. Lewis. The book is a masterpiece that entertains readers with its 

sly and ironic portrayal of human life and foibles from the vantage point of Screwtape, a highly 

placed assistant to "Our Father Below." At once wildly comic, deadly serious, and strikingly 

original, C.S. Lewis's The Screwtape Letters is the most engaging account of temptation – and 

triumph over it – ever written. Young people of the parish are specially invited to join in this 

study. Reasonably‐prices copies of the book are generally available, and used copies can be 

purchased from Amazon for less than a dollar plus postage. 

 Fr. Nalls also continues his activity as a Chaplain with the Virginia Militia, having 

recently spent five days on-deployment with the National Guard. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ss. Andrew and Margaret, Alexandria, VA 
 

Saint Andrew & Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 

experienced a blessed Holy Week and Easter Sunday. Our Triduum 

services were well attended, with over 60 communicants on Good 

Friday and over 90 communicants on Easter Sunday. Fun was had by 

all during our Children's Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday, pictured 

below. 

The Parish continues to offer two Bible study classes: a weekly class held on Wednesday 

mornings at 10:30 A.M., and a monthly Men's class held on the third Saturday of the month at 

8:30 A.M.  There were two recent special presentations at our Wednesday Bible Study. On May 

6, parishioner Martha Harris gave a talk based upon her recent book The Gospel According to... 

which is available on Amazon. On May 13, Jeff Maszal described how the Canon of Scripture 

came into being. The Diaconate Study Class continues to be held on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 

pm with the current focus being on the English Reformation, English Civil War and Restoration 

of the Monarchy.  The Feast of the Ascension (May 14) was celebrated with a Noonday Mass. 

 



 
The results of the Easter Egg hunt at Ss. Andrew and Margaret. 

 

 

 

 

Saint Anne’s, Charlotte Hall, Maryland 

 
Much is happening at Saint Anne’s, these days. Our youth group 

recently spent a morning at a local soup kitchen, serving those in need. We 

have three graduating High School seniors: Christopher Andujar, Sarah 

Boulesworth and Trevor Abell.  

We had a very successful Easter Egg hunt; the collection on Easter 

Sunday was a record $4,200.00. Our May yard-sale took-in $1,174.00. 

Seventy-one of the one-hundred Parish Cookbooks that were printed have been sold, at ten-

dollars apiece. Those remaining will be available for purchase at ‘Synod.  

Our construction plans for the first phase of our new Church are progressing. The County 

now has the ‘Concept Site Plan’, and it is under-review. The County has also authorized the 

construction of a legal (painted) cross-walk, leading from our new Parish Hall, to the existing 

Chapel. Praise God, for He is good! 
 
 

 

 

Saint Columba, Warrenton, Virginia 
 

No Submission. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Saint Columba’s, Lebanon, Virginia 

 
No submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint David’s, Charlottesville, Virginia 
 

 The parishioners of Saint David's are preparing to print and bind 

100 of Fr. Shaw’s sermons, plus some other writings, as a gift for his 

retirement. He retired on Pentecost, which was also his 82
nd

  birthday. 

There is no word, as-of yet, on a successor as Rector. A luncheon was held 

by the Saint David's family to celebrate the Birthday and Retirement of 

Father Warren Shaw on Sunday, May 24 at 1:00, after church, at the home 

of Bill and Karen Merrill. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 Saint John’s, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 

No submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saint Luke’s, Fredericksburg, Virginia 
 

The parish is healthy enough, but extreme weather during Lent forced 

the cancellation of three services in a row. So long as St. Luke's remains on 

top of its high hill, extreme weather events will adversely affect attendance 

figures. The parish would welcome offers from any architects in DMAS to 

advise it on how to expand the nave. Room for more pews is becoming 

necessary. 

It's not been all that long since St. Luke's paved its long driveway and upper parking lot, 

but more parking space has become necessary. Jimmy Baird and David Dutton located a cache of 

massive railroad ties, and arranged for them to be donated to the Parish.  

Donna and Charlie Pringle then made it possible to transport the ties from Maryland and position 

them in such a way as to create a new lower parking lot. This new lot will be graveled in due 

course, and a gravel walkway will lead from it up to the church. 

A new humidifier has been installed, to better protect the historic 1851 Henry Erben pipe 

organ installed last year. St. Luke's will be sending children to the diocesan summer camp this 

year, for the first time in anyone's memory. Alleluia! 

Fr. Sam Catlin will visit the parish on Trinity Sunday, May 31, before he relocates to 

Texas. Fr. Catlin was rector of St. Luke's for many years, and has more recently been teaching 

New Testament Greek classes here. The parish's debt to him is incalculable. 

Cotton and Marge Vreeland are relocating to Wilmington NC, after having been pillars of 

St. Luke's for many years. They were in attendance when the Affirmation of St. Louis was 

drafted in 1977.  

Upon the recommendation of Fr. Timothy Weiss, the Rector has distributed copies of 

Autopsy of a Dead Church to his vestry and lay leaders, hoping thereby to stimulate discussion 

and improve long-range planning. The Rector's January hand surgery was not as successful as it 

might have been but that will not stop him from making a second pilgrimage on the Camino de 

Santiago, in Spain, in September. He plans to walk about 250 miles over the course of three 

weeks, and visit many famous medieval cities, shrines and monasteries. He needs some serious 

time "unplugged" before he adds a Mary Washington Hospital CPE program to his church duties 

and full-time secular job. 

 

 

Sam Irish, Sr., holds twins Sam, Jr., and Isabella. The 

children were baptized by Fr. Edmunds at St. Luke's on Pentecost 

Sunday. 



 
 
 
 

Saint Mark’s, Williamsburg, Virginia 
 

Saint Mark's welcomed the Vicar General to Williamsburg on Easter 

III, April 26, followed by brunch at a local restaurant. We continue to pray 

for growth, and an occasional visitor does appear on the doorstep but none 

have as yet become permanent. Next on the schedule is the June Diocesan 

Synod in Frederick, Maryland. ~ 

The Reverend Daniel C. Warren, Priest-in-Charge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Mary’s, Wilmington, Delaware 
 

THOMAS CROMWELL ~ For those who have been watching the PBS 

dramatic series on Thomas Cromwell you may well be interested in Tracy 

Borman's book Thomas Cromwell: The Untold Story of Henry VII's Most 

Faithful Servant. Dr. Borman's account paints a vibrant picture of the Court, 

the palaces, the ceremony, and the splendor, as well as the life and legacy of 

the man who changed the face of England forever. I recently heard her speak 

to a meeting of the Royal Oak Foundation at the Union League in Philadelphia, where the Dean 

of the Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral -so read her card- The Very Rev. Judith A. Sullivan 

introduced herself to me. Our conversation was a bit strained - I being of the anti-woman, 

homophobic persuasion and her not so much. 

THE QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY ~ The Philadelphia Branch of The English-Speaking Union on 14 

June, 2015, will celebrate the eighty-ninth birthday and the sixty-third year of the reign of HM 

Queen Elizabeth at a Royal Garden Party in Oaks, Pennsylvania. For information call 215-545-

3619.  

RESTORING THE CONCILIAR CHURCH AND HER MISSION-ONE CHURCH, ONE 

FAITH, ONE LORD ~ The International Catholic Congress of Anglicans will be held in  

Fort Worth, 13-17 June. A high-light of the meeting will be a debate on women priests between 

Archbishop Haverland and Bishop Nazir-ALI with Canon Nalls as Moderator. Call 1-800-225-

3661. I look forward to attending. ~  

 

The Rev’d Canon Kenneth W. Gunn-Walberg, Ph.D. 

 

 

 



Saint Matthew’s, Newport News, Virginia 
 

The vestry has established a final list of renovations and improvements 

to the Parish. Over the last several years, much has been done along these lines, 

including an emergency replacement of one of the heating/cooling units. That 

expense, of over seven-thousand dollars, was paid-for completely outside of the 

budget. It is hoped that these new action items will be similarly funded. 

At the top of the list is the refurbishment of the Parish Hall. The adjacent 

railroad tracks, and their heavy coal traffic, have resulted in cracks in the ceiling; it also needs to 

be repainted. Working from the top-down, all surfaces will be renewed or replaced, including the 

carpet. Other exterior projects, intended to increase the physical visibility of the Parish, are 

already under-weigh.  

All of these works will be completed by the end of this calendar year. Two years ago, all 

of the Prayerbooks of the Parish were replaced. This year, all of the Hymnals will be rebound; 

both projects were given as memorials. Dean Athenaelos of Saint Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral in 

Athens, Georgia, has discovered a firm that will do wonderful, low-cost re-binding. Fr. Crowder 

has their contact information, if-needed. 

The Parish has established a new website, www.saintmatthewsacc.org. It is still under-

construction ~ please tour it, and leave comments or suggestions. We already have a Facebook 

page, as-well, which receives regular visits. 

 

 

 

Saint Michael the Archangel, Frederick, Maryland 
 

 

No submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Paul’s, Lexington, Virginia 
 

Saint Paul's is looking forward to Bp. Lerow's visitation in July for 

Confirmation.  We expect to have two adults, who moved to this area last year 

from New England, and wanted to find a conservative church; so here they are 

at St. Paul's!  We also will have the two youngest   from a family already in 

the parish, who are reaching the age for Confirmation this year.  We're praying 

faithfully every Sunday for the growth of St. Paul's, using the prayer included 

in last month's report from here, and which has been mentioned recently in news from other 

parishes in the Diocese, and can be found in this issue of The Credo ("O God, who knowest the 

needs of all thy creatures...").  ~ Canon Shields. 

 

http://www.saintmatthewsacc.org/


Saint Peter’s, Christiansburg, Virginia 
 

The congregation of Saint Peter’s supported the Pregnancy Resource 

Center of the New River Valley by participating in their Walk for Life on May 

3
rd

.  Participants gathered at Bisset Park in Radford, Virginia, and walked to 

show their support for the PRC in its mission to save the unborn. 

Rebecca Williams, recently featured in an article in the Trinitarian, participated 

in the Walk for Life at Virginia Tech. 

Thanks to Philip Pappas the parish is now supporting the Montgomery County 

Emergency Assistance Program (founded by the late Bp. Harry B. Scott III) with “A Can A 

Week To Support MCEAP.”  A special basket has been placed in the narthex of the church to 

collect cans of food for this vital organization. 

We are conducting an Instructed Eucharist, Sunday, May 31
st
.  If you have friends 

who may be interested in liturgy or other aspects about our church, this is a good time to invite 

them. For those who weren’t around for the last one – before Bp. Scott died – various aspects of 

the Communion service, including vestments, actions of the Priest, servers, and parts of the 

service are explained as it progresses. The central part of the Mass is said without interruption to 

preserve its sanctity. We will have an extended Coffee Hour afterward. 

 

 

 

Saint Stephen’s, Clifton Forge, Virginia 
 

Jack and Karen Walton, long time members of St. Stephen's, have 

returned from their annual Snow Bird trip to Florida.  We welcome them 

back. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Roanoke, Virginia 
 

During the 2015 Lenten season, Saint Thomas completed a study on 

PARABLES OF LENT using the following outline: 

WEEK 1 – February 24:  “Receive Your Cross”: Luke 14:25-35 – The Cost 

of Being a Disciple 

WEEK 2 – March 3:  “Receive A New Life”:  Matthew 9:16 – New Cloth 

Patch on an Old Coat and Matthew 9:17 — New Wine in Old Wineskins 

WEEK 3 – March 10:  “Receive Justification”: Luke 18:9-14 – The Pharisee and the Tax 

Collector”  

WEEK 4 – March 17:  “Receive Grace”: Matthew 20:1-16 – The Workers in the Vineyard 

WEEK 5 – March 24:  “Receive Forgiveness”: Luke 15:11-32 – The Prodigal Son 

 



Bible Study 

We will begin a Bible Study focused on understanding the Holy Eucharist through the 

study of the Book of Revelation.  This study will begin on Tuesday, May 19 and meet weekly on 

Tuesday evenings through most of the summer.  The Study will begin with Evening Prayer at 

5:30 pm, study will be from 6 to 7.  Participants are welcome to bring their own supper to eat 

during the class.  Class materials will include Dr. Scott Hahn's book "The Supper of the Lamb" 

and an accompanying study guide.  The books can be purchased through the church for $25, or 

online in new or used editions.  All interested persons are welcome.  For more information, 

please contact the instructor, Fr. Don Poff, at frdpoff@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Reflections 
 

The Rev'd Thomas Monnat, Rector, Saint Patrick's Anglican Chapel, Ardmore, 

Pennsylvania (Diocese of the Holy Cross), and president of Patrick's Boathouse (A project of 

spiritual and cultural restoration). He can be reached at pboathouse@gmail.com 

 

 Vision Casting 

 

 "Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your 

redemption draws near.” [Luke 21:28, NKJV] 

 

 "Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?" (Acts 1:11, KJV] 

 

 There is a curious yet holy irony about the New Testament's teaching regarding where 

our eyes ought to be focused. When Our Lord was showing, in St. Luke's account of the Gospel, 

the events preceding both the Fall of Jerusalem and His Second Coming, He tells the disciples to 

"look up." He wants them to make a physical and spiritual act of faith under the most stressful of 

conditions. When the physical world is crashing down around their ears, and everyone else is 

hiding under a rock, Jesus encourages them and us to have an uplifting trust and certainty in His 

eternal promises. 

We Christians often give the appearance of being "down" on life. This is perhaps a 

natural reaction to the temper of the times. As the society around us crumbles, and indicators 

point toward social unrest and chaos, the temptation is to see the evil of the day and little else. 

Our Lord expected this and even remarked that we don't have to go looking for bad news: 

“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient 

for the day is its own trouble." (St. Matthew 6:34, ESV) What sets followers of Christ apart from 

others is the calm spirit and inner joy they radiate even at high noon of an evil day. 

So why then, if our gaze should be set on the things above, does the angel, immediately 

after Our Lord's Ascension to Heaven, not give Jesus' closest friends a little more time to "look 

up?" Peter, James and John, first denied an opportunity to erect a permanent shrine in which to 

dwell with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration, now are told to cease from focusing upward, 

and to get back to Jerusalem, there to wait for a certain "promise" to be fulfilled. "When do we 

have a slice of the ‘glory’" they may well have been thinking. "Soon," said the angel in effect, 

"but not yet." 
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It is that tension between the "Promise" and the "not yet" which describes the faith of the 

church as we approach Ascension Day on Thursday. Our souls have an upward tilt; it is how we 

were made. Ask one hundred people where Heaven is located, and not one of them will say 

"down there." My five year old grand-daughter told us that she was going to get to Heaven via a 

hot air balloon. Even a child knows that the subway would take her in the wrong direction. 

Yet the trip will not, for most of us, happen today. Until the hour already assigned by Our 

Heavenly Father, we have work to do. Sitting around passively waiting for the Lord's Return is a 

ticket to nowhere. The Church after Pentecost did precious little sitting. It was constantly on the 

move, fueled both by its own evangelical passion and by being kicked out of its birthplace in 

Jerusalem. I wonder whether we have considered that it might be a bracing experience for us to 

get run out of whatever place we now call home - for the sake of the Gospel? 

Mother Theresa of Calcutta famously said that it is only those who have their eyes fixed 

on Heaven who are of any earthly use. There were days, we now know, when she herself 

struggled to remember that. There are such days in my life, and I assume in yours. When the 

early Christians were being torn apart by wild beasts, flayed alive, roasted, beheaded, crucified, 

and otherwise tormented beyond endurance, were they looking upward? Are the Christian 

martyrs of our era gazing toward Heaven as they suffer? Where else can they look except to the 

Lord?  

The key virtue in all of this is Hope. Thursday we celebrate the Feast of Hope. 

 

~Submitted by Canon Gunn-Walburg.  

 
 

 
  

Jackson Kemper (1789-1870) 
First Missionary Bishop in the United States 

  David Jackson Kemper was born in Pleasant Valley, New York in1789.  At age 16, he entered 

Columbia College, where he studied theology under Dr. Henry Hobart, graduating in 1809.  

Kemper was ordained deacon in 1811 and priest in 1814.  In 1835, the Episcopal Church 

recognized the need to consecrate Missionary Bishops to preach the Gospel west of the settled 

areas, and Kemper was the first to be chosen.  Bishop Kemper went on to help found Nashotah 

House Seminary in 1842 and Racine College in 1852. 

   Bishop Kemper supported the Oxford Movement, although he stressed the significance of 

separation from the Roman Catholic Church.  He ordained James De Koven as a priest in 1855.  

From 1847 until 1854, Kemper served as Provisional Bishop of the newly formed Diocese of 

Wisconsin, and then served as its Diocesan Bishop from 1854 until his death in 1870. 
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  “Let us go where duty calls--where Providence points the way--and let us rejoice in the privilege, 

for we assuredly ought--Oh, let us rejoice in the privilege of sending forth in the name of the Lord 

and under the guidance of His Spirit all those who, thoroughly instructed in sacred truths, hear the 

cry, ‘Come over and help us’."          Bishop Jackson Kemper: The Duty of the Church with Respect to Missions 

 

~Submitted by Archdeacon McHenry. 

 
 

 


