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Preparing the Way in ADVENT!  How goes it? 

The season of Expectation IS upon us and I am not ready!  Have 

you ever spoken those words before? I have, and more often than I 

wished.  The old saying “if you fail to plan you plan to fail” is the driving 

force towards the day we call Christmas!  How do we challenge ourselves 

to keep focused on the central theme of Advent? 

When I put my to do list together for this big day it includes 

shopping, writing cards, visiting with people, going places, figuring out 

when to leave and return.  And how to get those ornaments out of the attic 

and put up a tree in my living room.  Repairing all the broken bulbs and 

finding lost extension cords is always a challenge. Every year the list gets longer, the 

preparations more distracting and the social expectations frustrating.   

My shopping list includes everyone for whom I need to buy a gift.  ‘Time to write a note 

of appreciation.  ‘Mailing a card that expresses the beauty of the Christ child as a reflection of 

what I believe, and hope they too will appreciate.  I don’t know about you, but getting together 

with family is always a wonderful thing.  All the planning for the celebration of the morning, 

when we wake up to see and enjoy children running from their beds to tear open the presents and 

gifts coming from grandparents, parents brothers and sisters; and maybe Santa.  How do we 

challenge ourselves to keep focused on the central theme of the day?  How do we put the theme 

of the day back into our Christmas? 

I can assure you that your priest probably has difficulty with the Advent season because 

the focus and beauty of celebration has been lost in the myriad obligations to society and family.   

Every Christian wants to plan and participate in Christmas.  But by the time Christmas season 

has arrived, one is just too exhausted to participate in Christmas because of the length of the to-

do list.  It boils down to one thing … adding your participation in Church Services to your to-do 

list.   For me, participation is attending as many Services you can at Church, enjoying the 

fragrance of the season, staying longer at fellowship hour, and maybe going shopping with a 

friend from Church.   

I would suggest that you add all the Church Services to your list first and build your 

preparations around them.   Keeping the candle burning is tough.  But it can be done.  The Rev’d 

Percy Dearmer wrote about an ancient medieval practice of Advent, which might well be 
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revived, of marking the season by hanging a wooden hoop with candles on it in the midst of the 

chancel.  These candles represented the stars, with one bright Star leading the way.  The Star 

mapped the course of the Wise Men, which they followed, which brought them to the Christ 

child, lying in a manger.   

Unfortunately, so it seems, the old wooden hoop has turned into a flattened old advent 

wreath, decorated with all sorts of various colors and greens.  The Advent Wreath intention is 

well worth a reflection, but often it is off to the side and out of focus, thus not providing the 

guiding light.  The center candle in an Advent wreath is the Christ candle, and is truly central to 

Christmas Day, but the idea of following the star to Christmas day has been lost.  Thus, the 

purpose of Advent has been lost as well.  The Star in the east is a journey.  ‘A journey that takes 

time, planning, and a sort of sleeping out in the cold and eating very little.  The course is not all 

that hard, for the star leads day and night.  

This excursion is unlike Lent, which is much more onerous and difficult.  It requires 

more prayer and less food, but Advent is not so.  The Star will lead you to the Christ child via an 

easy path.  There is much play along the way, singing carols, unusual fragrances fill the air 

(holly, ivy, bay, cinnamon and Allspice), Frankincense and Myrrh all have been long used during 

Advent.  Even rosemary, a lost fragrance in honor of Mary, the mother of our Lord.  It was a 

custom of the boys of the parishes to bring an apple with a sprig of rosemary to church, and hand 

them to the mothers and fathers of the parish. Sometimes the journey is so playful that it drives 

the clergy to be a little grumpy because of the extra effort required to keep the festival 

decorations out of church and to keep the journey simple and to maintain the great reverence and 

quietness so wonderful in this season.   All of this can be accomplished if we just stay focused on 

that Star.   

 

What star is this, with beams so bright,  

more beauteous than the noon day light?  

It shines to herald forth the King,  

And Gentiles to his crib to bring.  Praetorius, 1609 

 

 

From the Vicar General 
 

As Vicar General of our Diocese, I assist Bishop Lerow in tasks he assigns me.  At this 

point, I am one quarter of the way through my two year term.  My three areas of responsibility 

are the ordination process, parish annual visitations, and being available as a supply priest. 

  We have three men in the ordination process as postulants.  Mr. Will Willard of  

St. Matthew's, Newport News, Virginia, is in seminary at Regent University.  Will is putting 

himself through school working as a campus policeman.  He is currently on hiatus from his 

studies attending the Police Academy at the request of the University.  Mr. Bruce Littell and 

Chaplain Douglas Hessler, both of St. Michael's, Frederick, Maryland, are both in the process of 

reading for orders.  The Bishop has permitted all of our postulants to wear the "seminarian 

collar," the collar is the standard "backwards collar" but has a black vertical stripe down the 

center.  Please look for these men at diocesan retreats and synod, introduce yourself, and get to 

know them. 
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  My duties in assisting with parochial annual visitations involve either doing the visitation 

myself or (more frequently) taking services at Bishop Lerow's parish of St. Barbara's, in 

Jacksonville, North Carolina, when he is visiting a parish.   

  My supply duties involve assisting Fr. Poff in services at ‘Epiphany, Amherst, Virginia, 

and other parishes as requested by their clergy. 

  

S. Catlin+ 

From the Regions 
 

Galilee  
 

 Happy Thanksgiving!!  I hope all are having or have had (depending on when you read 

this) a great day with family and friends.    

It is hard to believe but the season is almost upon us – that season of shopping, of parties, 

of wanting, and of excess.  Yes, if we’re not careful we can all be wishing ourselves Merry 

Secular Commercialism!!  Thankfully, we have the violet season of Advent beginning for us on 

Sunday.  The color is violet for a reminder to us that this should be a period of prayerful and 

penitential preparation for the coming Christmas season (which doesn’t begin on Black Friday, 

but on December 24
th

 at dusk).   

  I urge everyone to take time over these next four weeks to look inwardly and reflect 

prayerfully on their spiritual lives and ask our Lord to assist us in purifying, directing and 

reforming ourselves to be better Christian servants of Christ Jesus.  One way is through the 

addition of daily Morning and Evening Prayer to our lives.  And I have an easy solution for those 

of us who are on the go constantly, please check out www.cradleofprayer.org where both 

Morning and Evening Prayer (according to the 1928 BCP) are available for download as an 

audio file (it is actually very beautifully done).  Also, I’ve provided an Advent Calendar with 

daily readings as an attachment. 

  Lessons and Carols:  Another small bit of traditional Advent celebrating was kept with 

the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.  This was held on December 13 (7pm) at Ascension 

in Centreville. Readers from each parish participated. Afterwards, lovely ~ and warm! 

~ refreshments were enjoyed by all. Thirty-four souls braved the night to attend   

Save The Date:  Please mark down Saturday, January 31, 2015 on your calendars. On 

that date we will have a “Pre-Lenten Retreat”, at All Angels, in Springfield.  That day will start 

at 9am with Holy Communion, and will be followed by two sessions, lunch, a final session, and 

then Evening Prayer.  The focus of the Retreat will be “Preparation”.  We will reserve February 

8
th

 as a snow date if needed.  More information on that to come. 

 

Submitted by Fr. Weaver 

 

 

Iturea 
Fr. Roddy ~ no submission.  

 

 

 

http://www.cradleofprayer.org/
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Samaria 

 
September 20th witnessed the 3rd Samaria Region Diocesan Strategic Plan discussion 

meeting, hosted by Saint David’s, in Charlottesville. Three of the four parishes in the region 

were represented. Fr. Shaw's people were very gracious hosts, and the meeting was a success. 

On November 8
th

, St. Luke's hosted the 4th Samaria Region Diocesan Strategic Plan 

discussion meeting. Three of the four parishes in the region were represented. The discussion 

was productive, and enjoyed by all. It was agreed that the parishes would meet next at Epiphany, 

Amherst, on Saturday, January 31st. No-one from St. Luke's attended the November 14/15th Pre-

Advent Retreat; the Rector's secular employer required his services that weekend. 

 

Submitted by Fr. Edmunds 

Judea 
 

Fr. Darby ~ no submission. 

 

Idumea 
 

An Idumea regional integration and brainstorming meeting was held on Saturday, 30 

August, at St. Matthews, Newport News, at 11:00 P.M.  Saint Anne’s, All Saints, Saint Mark’s 

and Saint Matthew’s were all represented by their Clergy, and some laity.  A lively discussion 

about how to practically implement the three key themes of the strategic plan (Communication, 

Education, and Evangelism) brought out some good ideas.  In particular, stress was placed on 

building personal and community relationships for evangelism. Also covered were ways to 

increase communication between the six parishes of the South East Region (All Saints, St. 

Alban’s, St Anne’s, St. John’s, St Mark’s and St. Matthew’s).  In particular, there was 

enthusiasm around the idea of sharing invitations to major events at parishes and in special cases 

sharing particular prayer needs. Finally, Bishop McLean shared some excellent ideas on 

educational curricula and steps that were working well at St. Anne’s. He will be sharing some of 

the materials and resources across the region.  The meeting was one more small step toward 

growing in our bonds as a diocese. 

 

Submitted by Fr. Johnson. 

 

From the Diocese 
 

The Diocesan Prayer 
 

ALMIGHTY God, who alone gavest us the breath of life, and alone canst keep alive in us the 

holy desires thou dost impart; We beseech thee, for thy compassion’s sake, to sanctify all our 

thoughts and endeavours; that we may neither begin an action without a pure intention nor 

continue it without thy blessing. And grant that, having the eyes of the mind opened to behold 

things invisible and unseen, we may in heart be inspired by thy wisdom, and in work be upheld 

by thy strength, and in the end be accepted of thee as thy faithful servants; through Jesus Christ 

our Saviour. Amen. (BCP p. 594) 
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Bishop’s Visitation Schedule for A.D. 2015 
The Bishop’s full schedule of visitations may be found on the DMAS website. 

 

April 19 -- Visitation to the Church of the Good Shepherd (Abingdon, VA) 

 

Diocesan Calendar ~ A.D. 2015 
 

January 4 – Visitation to St. Stephens  and Christ Church at Union Chapel by Vicar General. 

January 16 – Regional Coordinator’s meeting, Ss. Andrew and Margaret (Alexandria, VA) 

March 13-14 – Lenten Retreat (Staunton, VA) 

April 27-28 – Spring Clericus (Shalom House) 

June 11-13 –  DMAS Synod, Saint Michael’s (Frederick, MD) 

October 5-6 –  Fall Clericus (location TBA)  

November 13-14 – Pre-Advent Retreat, Saint Matthew’s (Newport News, VA)   
 

Diocesan Administration 
 

Children and Youth Committee – No report. 

 

Commission on Ministry – No report.  
 

Constitution and Canons Committee – No report.   
 

Council of Advice – No report.  
 

Executive Committee – No report. 
 

Music Commission – No report.   
 

Standing Committee – No report.   

 

 

New Diocesan Website 
 

The diocese has a new website address – www.dmas-acc.org.  

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
A downloadable copy of the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer can be found on the DMAS website. 

 

December 21, 2014, Advent IV – St. John’s, Virginia Beach, Virginia –  

The Rev’d Robert Whitaker, Rector. 

December 28, 2014, Christmas I – St. Stephen's, Clifton Forge, Virginia – 

The Ven. C. Thomas McHenry, Jr., Rector. 

January 4, 2015, Christmas II – St. Thomas of Canterbury, Roanoke, Virginia –  

The Rev’d Paul Beutell, Rector (Leave of Absence); The Rev’d C. Don Poff, Priest-in-Charge; 

The Rev’d Marvin Gardner, Priest Associate; The Rev. Dennis Sossi, Priest-in-Residence. 

January 11, 2015, Epiphany I – The Church of the Epiphany, Amherst, Virginia –  

http://www.dmas-acc.org/
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The Rev’d C. Don Poff, Priest-in-Charge. 

January 18, 2015, Epiphany II -- The Missionary Diocese of the Eastern Cape –  

The Rt. Rev’d Solomzi Samson Mentjies, Bishop. 

January 25, 2015, Conversion of St. Paul (Epiphany III) – St. Paul's, Lexington, Virginia – 

The Rev’d Canon Wallace C. Shields, Rector. 

February 1, 2015, Septuagesima – St. Mary’s, Wilmington, Delaware –  

The Rev’d Canon Kenneth Gunn-Walberg, Rector. 

February 8, 2015, Sexagesima – St. Columba's Mission, Lebanon, Virginia –  

The Rev’d S. Strother Smith, III, Priest-in-Charge. 

February 15, 2015, Quinquagesima – For the Observance of a Holy Lent. 

February 22, 2015, Lent I – The Missionary Diocese of Australia and New Zealand –  

The Rt. Rev’d Denis Hodge, Vicar General. 

 

 

From the Parishes and Missions 
 

All Angels, Springfield, Virginia  
 

On Saturday, October 4, Bishop Donald Lerow visited All Angels 

mission in Springfield, VA, to dedicate its newly expanded worship area. 

Over the summer, the mission renewed it lease to acquire more space, 

including a 10'x20' area to double the capacity of the nave. The expansion 

now provides the mission a total of 1,598 square feet, which opens room for 

office space and future Sunday school classes. Parishioners and friends of 

the parish contributed considerable time to prepare the expanded area for the dedication, as-well-

as donated pictures, chairs, a rug, bookcases and several other items.  

On Saturday, Nov. 8, All Angels hosted a seminar entitled Greater Understanding of 

Islam. Barnabas Aid, an organization which assists persecuted Christians throughout the world, 

conducted presentation with topics including a snapshot of Islam, differences between Islam and 

Christianity, and misconceptions that Muslims have regarding Christianity. The mission served a 

light lunch following the presentation.  

                                        

 

All Saints, Saluda, Virginia 
 

The recent big news for All Saints was the celebration of Holy 

Matrimony on September 27th.  Paul Pruitt and Shari Young were 

joined together by God as man and wife.  The beautiful bride and 

handsome groom exchanged vows followed by Holy Communion. It 

was a great celebration with nearly 70 people attending from all across the country. Lessons and 

Carols will be conducted on December 21st during the 11:00 AM worships service. This is a 

great Anglican tradition. And, it is a special treat as the Hopper family men perform a number of 

classic Christmas hymns.  All are welcome to come join in the festive singing, and hearing God’s 

proclamation of the coming Savior. 

 



 

7 

Christ Church, Bath County, Virginia 
 

Christ Church recently received a letter of appreciation from the Bath 

County chapter of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes for its assistance in 

providing bibles for the students at Bath County High School.  This is the fifth year 

that Christ Church has assisted FCA in this project.  

Sundays in Advent/Christmas: December 21 Advent IV Holy Communion 

@11:30 AM; December 25 Christmas Day Holy Communion @ 11:30 AM; 

December 28 Holy Innocents(Christmas I)Morning Prayer @ 11:30AM; January 4 Christmas II 

Holy Communion @ 11:30 AM. 

 

 

Church of the Ascension, Centreville, Virginia 
 

On October 5, 2014, at the Church of the Ascension, Centreville, VA, 

Bishop Lerow and Father Michael Weaver blessed an outdoor Stations of the 

Cross.  The outdoor Stations were the brainchild of Ascension parishioner Mike 

Huff and were well supported by the parish.  The project was begun in Spring 

2013, and was completed early this Summer.  The Stations wander through the 

woods and form a semi-circle around the parish property.  This was very labor 

intensive as the woods were very overgrown and had not seen foot traffic in many years.  The 

project was a labor of love of the entire Huff family who all pitched in to clear and level the 

paths, build steps, and erect the posts on which the stations hang.  The Stations, at the Huff’s 

request, are “dedicated to the Glory of God and to all those who choose to follow Christ’s path.” 

 

  
          ‘On the left, the Huff Family: Debbie, Genna, Ashley, Mike, and Josh Huff; on the right,  

Fr. Weaver and Bp Lerow bless the Twelfth Station. 

Twenty-six women attended the inaugural women’s retreat sponsored by ‘Ascension, on 

September 20
th

.  Organized by Colonel Pat Webb, of St. Andrew and St. Margaret of Scotland, 

and Debbie Weaver from ‘Ascension, the retreat took its theme from Alice Mathews’ book, A 

Woman God Can Use.  Talks were based on three chapters from the book. In addition, Colonel 

Webb spoke on Old Testament oils and how they were used. The day began with Morning Prayer 

led by Father Weaver, and included time for silent prayer and meditation, as well as interaction 

with the other women present. The day ended with Karolie Lerow leading a “tea and talk” session 

on “Using Spiritual Gifts Wisely.” 

The Parish celebrated the 57th anniversary of Fr. Arthur Woolley's Priestly ordination on 

Sunday, November 23, 2014.  A potluck luncheon was held following the Mass in honor of  

Fr. Woolley. Fr. Woolley celebrated the Mass, while Fr. Weaver preached the homily for the day. 
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Church of the Epiphany, Amherst, Virginia  
 

Epiphany in Amherst continues to enjoy the guidance of several ACC 

Priests.  While Father Poff, our Priest in Charge, has been down with a hip 

replacement, Father Sossi and Father Catlin have performed Communion for 

us every other week.  Our Lay Readers, all two of them, have provided 

Morning Prayer on other Sundays.   

Yet Epiphany soldiers on.  The Women of Epiphany held their annual 

Bazaar on Saturday Nov. 22
nd

 and raised over $1000.00, which they will use to help the church 

in various ways.  Epiphany is helping sponsor the Amherst County High School Swim Team this 

year and also supporting the local Food Bank with donations.  Our new organist,  

Charlotte von Claparede-Crola has filled Epiphany with music again, and Father Catlin will be 

doing our Christmas Eve service at 6pm.  

 

                   

 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Abingdon, Virginia 
 

On November 16, Bishop D. Francis Lerow confirmed Erin Brenna 

Terry and Anthony Gale Shortt.  Father Timothy Weiss, Priest-in-Charge of 

‘Good Shepherd, presented the confirmands. 

 

 
 

 

 

Saint Alban’s, Richmond, Virginia  
 

The Vestry and Treasurer are thankful for recent increased giving and 

past tithing. Treasurer urges that unpaid tithe balances for 2014 be honored 

in December. Further, Vestry continues to market “Pew Plates”‐ three 

recently installed‐ at a suggested amount of $150‐$250. This fund 

enhancement project remains active for the balance of 2014 and all of 2015.   

Total operating income is over $5,000 ahead of budget year to date.  General 

Offerings were over $3,400 above budget in November. Restricted Fund balances support Food 
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Bank expenses through December 7, 2014. Although 2014 operations are now projected to 

complete with a modest cash balance, Vestry is prudently discussing relief from full tithe 

assessments beyond October 2014. Payments will be made as funds permit in consonance with 

the Diocesan Treasurer. Treasurer and Vestry urges that 2015 tithe commitments be provided at 

the Annual Parish Meeting on December 7, 2014. 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols will be presented in the Parish on 24 December. 

 

 

Ss. Andrew and Margaret, Alexandria, VA 
 

St. Andrew & St. Margaret of Scotland Parish continued its 

annual tradition of celebrating the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi with a 

Blessing of the Animals Event on October 4, 2014.  This event 

included pet blessings, a petting zoo for children of all ages, and a cat 

adoption program.  Pets and owners received St. Francis medals, 

special kerchiefs, and information about the church.  Over 70 pets 

received blessings.  As part of this busy weekend, the Annual Parish Picnic was held on Sunday, 

October 5
th

, at Fort Hunt Park, along the shores of the Potomac River. 

The parish also co-sponsored the Diocesan Women's Retreat, held at the Church of the 

Ascension, Centreville, VA, on September 20, 2014.  About 30 women representing 8 different 

parishes attended the day-long event.  The focus of the retreat was what could be learned from 

the women of the Old Testament. 

Both the Feast of All Saints and All Souls' Day were celebrated with Holy Communion 

services on November 1 and November 3, respectively.  Fr. Roddy has recently commenced a 

weekly Diaconate Training Class for those men in the parish who are discerning a Diaconal 

vocation.  There are currently 2 Bible Study classes being offered by the church; a weekly class 

held on Wednesday mornings, and a monthly Men's class held on one Saturday per month. 

St. Andrew & St. Margaret of Scotland is preparing for the annual St. Andrew's Day and 

Kirkin' O' the Tartan Evening Prayer Service and Celebration on Sunday, November 30, 2014 at 

7:00 pm.  This event is one of the parish's major outreach efforts, with many members of the 

local community attending. The service will include a blessing of Scottish tartans, a bagpiper, 

and Scottish music.  It will be followed by a reception with Scottish foods and beverages. 
 

       
 

Parish picnic.      The Blessing of the Animals petting zoo. 
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Saint Anne’s, Charlotte Hall, Maryland 

 
Plans are moving forward with our Parish Hall building project. Our 

loan was approved by the bank. The Parish Capital Campaign had an 87% 

return rate.  

We had a very successful Craft Fair; to date, the proceeds were 

$608.00. We will use Advent Coin Folders again this year, with the proceeds 

earmarked for building fund. St. Anne’s is currently involved in:                      

a. Support of local school projects 

b. Local ecumenical food pantry (6 churches) 

c. Make 40 bag lunches each month for the local soup kitchen 

d. Send boxes of clothing and personal items to the orphanage in Haiti 

e. Support Catherine Foundation (local pregnancy crisis center) 

  Margaret May, a founding member of our Parish, entered the gates of larger life on 

October 31. 

  The Christmas Service schedule is as-follows: 

Christmas: Solemn Mass at 8:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 

                Low Mass at 9:30 a.m. on Christmas Day 

                Low Mass at 7:00 p.m. on Feast of St. Stephen 

                Low mass at 9:30 a.m. on Feast of St. John 

                Parish Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. on Holy Innocents 
 

 

 

Saint Columba, Warrenton, Virginia 
 

Fr. Rosales reports that Saint Columba celebrated Thanksgiving by 

donating some goods to the Fauquier food bank. Bible study continues every 

Wednesday at 6:30 pm. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Saint Columba’s, Lebanon, Virginia 

 
No submission. 
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Saint David’s, Charlottesville, Virginia 
 

 Lessons and Carols originated in Kings College, Cambridge, and is 

usually broadcast annually on Christmas Eve. It consists of the reading of 

nine lessons from Holy Scripture, each followed by a Christmas carol. 

There are no women in the chapel choir. The sopranos and altos are young 

boy whose voices have not yet changed. One of those boys begins the 

service by singing the opening carol a capella. None of the boys knows 

who will selected to do that until it is time to sing. The choirmaster then points to one of the boys 

and he is expect to sing. Yikes! 

We do not have a boy choir, but we will present the service with the traditional lessons @ the 11 

A.M. sercive on the fourth day of Christmas (Sunday Dec. 28). The reading assignments have 

been made but I will have to switch a few around. 

Barbara would like to have a half hour carol sing before the service begins. If you can come 

early, please come and bring a friend. I'm planning to bring my trumpet to reinforce the 

melodies, which will be familiar. Some of the ladies are working on some special treats for 

afterward. You don't want to miss this. 

Fr. Shaw  

 

 

 

 

Saint John’s, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 

Saint John’s Celebrates Ten Years 

 

On Sunday, October 17, 2004, St. John’s Church met for the first time.  

With the blessing and encouragement of the Rt. Rev. William McClean, 

Bishop Ordinary of the Diocese, the Rev. Robert J. Whitaker, a bi-vocational 

priest who had invited several members of the Diocese and of the ACC, 

celebrated Holy Communion at 12:30 pm at the Fleet Reserve Association building, 357 Edwin 

Drive, in Virginia Beach (directly across from Mount Trashmore).  Nineteen people attended the 

service including several members of St. Matthew’s in Newport News who lived in Virginia 

Beach, Norfolk, and Chesapeake.  Also present was the Rev. Brian Waite and his family, a 

former Southern Baptist U.S. Navy chaplain who had recently been received into and ordained 

by the ACC. For the next year, Saint John’s continued to meet each Sunday at the Fleet Reserve 

for services.  Father Whitaker conducted an extensive search of United Methodist churches in the 

area where St. John’s might rent space, and ultimately connected with Memorial United 

Methodist Church, a congregation started in the early 19th century in Norfolk that had moved to 

the College Park area of Virginia Beach in the late 1950s.  Following meetings and negotiations 

with Memorial and its pastor, the Rev. John Cole, St. John’s entered into a covenant agreement 

with Memorial that allowed St. John’s to use the sanctuary and to have an office and meeting 

room in return for monthly rent.  Saint John’s held its first service at Memorial on Christmas Eve 

2005, with 41 people in attendance.  Regular Sunday services began at Memorial on March 19, 

2006.Saint John’s has continued to meet at Memorial UMC since that time.  We have a warm 

and loving ecumenical relationship with Memorial UMC and have joined together with them in 
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sponsoring or participating in the children’s nursery; several outreach initiatives including a food 

pantry, a homeless ministry; and a prison ministry.  We share Memorial’s organist, who has 

become a dear friend to St. John’s.  The Rev. John Cole, a tremendous supporter of and friend to 

St. John’s, was transferred to another Methodist church this past summer, and St. John’s threw 

him a going-away party at Old Comfort, the pre-Civil War home of Jim and Bet Vermillion, 

founding members of St. John’s, where St. John’s held many parish events over the years 

including Shrove Tuesday suppers.  The Rev. Larry Edmonds, Memorial’s new pastor with over 

30 years of service in the United Methodist ministry, has quickly become a big supporter of and 

friend to St. John’s. Owing to the large military presence in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, St. 

John’s has been blessed with numerous military families over the years as well as two U.S. Navy 

chaplains who were ordained into the ACC and one who was ordained into the Anglican Church 

in America (ACA).Saint John’s has also been blessed with young families over the years.  We 

have celebrated many infant baptisms and most recently had a Sunday School with eight children 

under the age of seven. As we enter our second decade of existence, we pray for the LORD’s 

continued blessing and guidance.  And we warmly welcome members of the Diocese to join with 

us for worship and Bible study, starting at 9:00 am, whenever they are in the Virginia Beach 

area. 

 

 

Our early days at the Fleet Reservation  Early days and first Confirmation at  

Association (2004 – 2005).    Memorial United Methodist Church (2006). 
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Saint Luke’s, Fredericksburg, Virginia 
 

The Rector has kept busy this fall building the Kingdom, despite 

continuing health concerns and the complicating necessity of maintaining a 

full-time secular job. He met with the Vicar General on September 5th, 

attended the St. Columba's parish pick-nick on September 13th, and 

represented St. Luke's at the Blessing of the Animals at St. David's on 

October 4th (and now plans something similar for Fredericksburg next year). 

Then he attended the diocesan Clericus, October 6th and 7th, in Hanover, Virginia. 

On October 11th St. Luke's set up a booth at the Remington Fall Festival, in a small town 

some 20 miles upriver from Fredericksburg. On the loveliest autumn day imaginable,  

Virginia Dorkey and the Rector spent many hours chatting with passers-by, and publicizing the 

reawakened presence of traditional Anglicanism in the Rappahannock region. The Rector made a 

point of engaging with, and cultivating, the local Episcopalians, who seemed delighted. Inspired 

by that receptivity ("the fields are white with the harvest") the Rector promptly mailed 

personalized notes and sample Sunday bulletins to every Episcopal church within 30 or 40 miles 

of Fredericksburg. (Minimal response, alas!) 

The Rector has also had several congenial meetings with the pastor of the local ACNA 

parish, with the evangelical goal of educating him in traditional Anglican spirituality and 

worship, about which he knows little. (Several Episcopal and ACNA pastors visited St. Luke's 

this year, some "incognito", and no doubt benefited from the experience.)  

On Sunday, October 19th, Wade Wilson Brigner, grandson of David and Connie Vesser, 

was baptized at St. Luke's. Thanks be to God! Also on that date the Vicar General visited, and 

blessed the parish's splendid "new" 1851 Henry Erben organ. Jimmy Baird and David Dutton are 

to be thanked for all their hard work in acquiring this organ for the church, restoring it, and, 

together with Charlie Pringle and Sam Irish, installing it. The local newspaper ran a long item 

telling all about it: 

 

http://www.fredericksburg.com/news/organ-transplant-lifts-church-s-spirit/article_933d71e8-

c8b9-5552-94fc-aa2d49c4ee83.html 

 

In due course it is hoped that St. Luke's can host public recitals. And that God will give it 

a professional-quality organist. And a choir! And a sound system. And....! 

Looking ahead: St. Luke's will revive its Service of Lessons and Carols, but on the 

Sunday after Christmas, rather than (as in the past) on Christmas Eve. The public will be invited, 

of course. The Rector will undergo another hand operation sometime after Christmas. 

Conversations are beginning in re extending some sort of ministry into area retirement homes, 

improving signage, painting lines on the upper parking lot, graveling the lower parking lot, and 

even the possible physical expansion of the church building. The incoming Vestry will have lots 

to do! 

The Sunday School for small children is functioning well, thanks to Sharon Gaylord. It's 

a joy to have small children again! And Fr. Catlin's open-to-the-public Biblical Greek class is 

doing fine; the local newspaper ran a long story on that, too, last summer: 

 

http://dev.freelancestar.com/2014-07-26/articles/41505/want-to-learn-biblical-greek/ 

 

http://www.fredericksburg.com/news/organ-transplant-lifts-church-s-spirit/article_933d71e8-c8b9-5552-94fc-aa2d49c4ee83.html
http://www.fredericksburg.com/news/organ-transplant-lifts-church-s-spirit/article_933d71e8-c8b9-5552-94fc-aa2d49c4ee83.html
http://dev.freelancestar.com/2014-07-26/articles/41505/want-to-learn-biblical-greek/
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It's been a good year for St. Luke's. Next year will be better, please God! 

 

  
 

St. Luke's Organ Installation Team:   Virginia Dorkey, at Remington Festival. 

L-R, Charlie Pringle, David Dutton,  

Jimmy Baird and Sam Irish. 

 

 

 

 

Saint Mark’s, Williamsburg, Virginia 
 

On Sunday, October 26, the Right Reverend Bishop  

D. Francis Lerow administered the Sacrament of Holy Confirmation to 

Elizabeth Wade and Samuel Wade, the children of Mr. & Mrs. John Wade.  

The confirmands were presented by the Reverend Daniel C. Warren, Priest-

in-Charge of St. Mark's, while Bishop Lerow celebrated the Mass and 

preached. The service was followed by a brief reception at St. Mark's. 

 

 

 
Bishop Lerow, Father Warren, Elizabeth and Samuel Wade; behind them, their mother, Angela. 
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Saint Mary’s, Wilmington, Delaware 
 

After fears that our building was receding into a primeval forest like 

condition, the Vestry has embarked on an ambitious re-landscaping 

programme which will result in the architectural features of the church being 

more visible to passers-by and that our Anglican appreciation of the beauty of 

holiness will be reflected to the community. While the work will soon be 

completed given the projections of a severe winter with plenty of snow it will 

be probably not until Easter that our present efforts will come to be fully apparent. 

 

 

 

Saint Matthew’s, Newport News, Virginia 
 

On Saturday, 4 October, on the very Feast of S. Francis,  

Saint Matthew’s held their annual Blessing of the Animals, at the Parish. This 

year, we had only canine companions ~ nary a meow or a chirp within hearing!  

 

 

  
 

On the left, Father Crowder blesses Pepper, the Parish Mascot, and his personal companion. On 

the right, he speaks with Terry and Pam Worthington. This was their first exposure to  

Saint Matthew’s; they saw a flier for the ‘Blessing, and decided to attend. They’ve since joined 

the Parish! 

 

 

Saint Michael the Archangel, Frederick, Maryland 
 

A Parish Newsletter has been established, unlike any other.  

The Archangel has a glossy, full-page-sized folder, and treats of major 

theological themes, each month, with parish news, in-brief, on the rear cover. 

November’s was on “The Decalogue, Our Divine Constitution.”  

 In Parish news, 28 July was Fr. Pothin’s Nineteenth Anniversary of 

Ordination to the Priesthood. In August, The Rev’d Arthur E. Woolley, Jr., 

Baptised wee Gina Adele, Fr. Pothin and Linsey’s baby daughter. The Annual Festival and Pick 

Nick was held on 28 September, after Mass. 
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Saint Paul’s, Lexington, Virginia 
 

Building a Bridge 

 

There's a ravine that runs through the city of Lexington for the distance of 

about a mile, and a block east of downtown.  St. Paul's Church is sited on the 

east side of the ravine, near the Nelson Street Bridge that carries Rt. 60 across 

it.   Part of the church's property in this area is a level lot, at the foot of the 

south side of the bridge.  It wasn't in use by the parish, being kept for future needs that might 

come up.  The Virginia Department of Transportation decided that the old bridge, 40 years old or 

older, needed to be replaced, and wanted to rent the church's lot for the parking of construction 

equipment.  The parish agreed to this, and an amount of rent satisfactory to both parties was 

agreed upon.  

     But when the work was done, and all the construction equipment taken away, church 

members discovered an electrical installation on the property, a meter to control the lights on the 

new bridge.  Further investigation revealed that electrical cables had been buried under the 

surface of the lot, and the lot itself graded to a new profile that allowed water to collect during 

heavy rain.  All in all, an attorney retained by the vestry said, an "unlawful taking." 

      At its November meeting, the vestry accepted and recommended that the parish accept a 

settlement that has been worked out with VDOT.  A special parish meeting will be held on the 

second Sunday in Advent to consider the proposed settlement.  If accepted, it will mean, as far as 

St. Paul's is concerned, that building the bridge has been completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Peter’s, Christiansburg, Virginia 
 

The Parish of St. Peter the Apostle of Christiansburg, Virginia, is again 

participating in the Angel Tree Program of The Prison Fellowship.  Dr. & Mrs. 

Michael Slayton coordinate our efforts.  This year we are sponsoring nine 

children whose parents are in prison.  Their children are “silent sufferers” and 

the program lets them know that they aren’t forgotten.   

Every child receives a present or two, and each one is tagged with a 

personal message from their parent.  Also included is a quotation from the Gospels conveying 

the meaning of Christmas. 

St. Peters’ values its participation in the local community and continually seeks to spread 

the message of our Lord and Saviour throughout the year. 

 

 



 

17 

Saint Stephen’s, Clifton Forge, Virginia 
 

On January 4, 2015, St. Stephen’s will hold its annual service of Nine 

Lessons and Carols, using the readings from the service that has been held annually 

since 1918 at King’s College, Cambridge, England. Members of the Parish will read 

the lessons, which will be interspersed with the singing of hymns from the Hymnal 

1940, and instrumental settings of other carols by our Music Director, Cathy Lowry, 

and Barbara Laslo, playing the bowed psaltery.  

Sundays in Advent /Christmas: December 21 Advent IV Morning Prayer @ 

9:15 AM; December 24 Christmas Eve Holy Communion @ 11:00 PM; December 26 St. Stephen Holy 

Communion @11:00 AM; December 28 Holy Innocents (Christmas I) Holy Communion @ 11:00 AM; 

January 4 Christmas II Lessons & Carols @ 9:15 AM.  

Tuesdays: Dec, 2, 9, 16, 23 Morning Prayer @ 11:00 AM; Evening Prayer @ 5:30 PM. Potluck 

Supper @ 6:00 PM, Program @ 7:00 PM. 

 

 

 

 

Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Roanoke, Virginia 
 

Fr. Beutell, due to ill health, has taken a leave-of-absence. Fr. Poff 

has been appointed Priest-in-Charge during this time. Please keep  

Fr. Beutell, Cynthia, and their three sons in your prayers. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Reflections 
 

[It] is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church 

discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace 

is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and 

incarnate.  

Dietrich Bonhoffer, as quoted in The Verger, the monthly 

newsletter of Saint Alban’s Pro-Cathedral, Richmond. 

 

~Submitted by Dean Nalls.  

 
 

The Most Rev. Michael Ramsey, the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, once wrote: 

“Anglican theology is not confessionalist in the sense in which Lutheran and Calvinist churches 

are confessionalist…Ask what is the position of the Lutheran churches, and they show you the 

Confessio Augustana; ask what the doctrine of the Kirk of Scotland is, and they show you the 
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Westminster Confession.  Ask Anglicans what their position is, and they show you the Thirty-

Nine Articles bound up with the Book of Common Prayer.  It is this linking of the formulation of 

dogma with the way of prayer that is supremely characteristic of Anglicanism.  So when 

Anglicans are asked to explain what we stand for to other people, we say to them not just ‘come 

and read our documents,’ but ‘come pray with us; come worship with us’.” 

 

Taken from The Anglican Voice of the Mountains, the Parish 

Newsletter for S. Stephen’s and Christ Church. 

 

~Submitted by Archdeacon McHenry. 

 
 

Leaders in the Church 

 

The role of men and women in the church has been a sensitive question and debated for 

decades. Disagreements and contention on this issue has unfortunately resulted in many churches 

splitting such as the Episcopal Church and parts of the continuing Anglican Movement.  One of 

the biggest issues is the equality of men and women.  If men and women are equal can and 

should they serve in the same capacities or roles of church leadership?  Is it appropriate for a 

woman to be a priest?  The answers to these questions should come from sound study of Biblical 

principles, Church tradition, and reason.   

 A Biblical view of men and women is not necessarily black and white.  There are some 

things in the Bible that are truths and other things that are cultural. First the truths. 

 

1. We are all equal in Jesus Christ.  Paul made this point especially clear when writing believers 

in various churches in Rome, Galatia, and Colossae.  The key point is in Christ there are no 

divisions, no ranking of superiority, and no hierarchy.  The Jews could not lord over others that 

they were the “chosen” people and therefore better than gentiles who came to faith in the One 

True God. Those following the Law and circumcised could not say they were better than 

uncircumcised. Men could not say they were better or move important than women. All are equal 

in Christ. See Romans 10:12; Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:11. 

 

2. Strong women are valued, respected, admired and sought out as a prized partner by men. 

Proverbs 31:10-31 is an amazing description of a virtuous woman who is strong, competent, 

buying and selling fields, planting vineyards, working hard, helping the poor, full of strength and 

dignity.  “She speaks with wisdom and faithful instruction in on her tongue.” The Biblical view 

of a strong woman is one who is active, engaged, making independent decisions for business and 

family. There is nothing weak or second class about her. 

Women have been spiritual leaders and used by God for centuries.  Miriam the sister of 

Aaron was a prophetess (during the time of Moses and the Exodus).  During the time of the 

Judges, one of the rulers of Israel was a woman.  Judges 4:4 says Deborah was a prophetess and 

judging Israel.  That was a long time before Jesus walked on earth. When Jesus was born and 

Mary and Joseph took Him to the Temple, a prophetess, Anna, prophesied over Jesus.  And, in 

Acts after Christ rose and ascended into heaven there were women prophets as well (Acts 21:9 is 

one example).  
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What does this mean for us today?  Can women be priests or pastors? This comes to a 

question not of equality but of role.  Some say that unless both men and women can serve in the 

same capacity, in the same role, then there is no equality. That, however, is not a Biblical view of 

men and women. Men and women are equal but not the same—thanks be to God. 

Men and women were made very nearly the same but clearly not identical and the same. 

Men can’t bear children. Men and women have different hormone levels, different ways of 

thinking, different ways of feeling, etc.  We complement each other and when bound together in 

matrimony are made one by God in a very special way.  Each one completes the other is a unique 

and powerful way.  

The role of the Virgin Mary was very unique and special. She conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, carried the Son of God in her womb, and gave birth to Jesus. The early church called her 

in Greek the Theotokos, the God bearer.  A man obviously could never have fulfilled the role of 

bringing the Messiah to mankind.  

There were many women in the company of Jesus when He was teaching and preaching 

during His three year ministry. The Bible names some and at other times just says the “company 

of women” who were with Him (Mark 15:40-41; Luke 23:27; 24:22). And, in Acts right after the 

resurrection of Jesus the Bible says there were many women with the group gathered (Acts 1:14-

15 says about 120 men were gathered along with women).  Jesus named twelve men as 

Apostles—those specially chosen to be sent forth to proclaim the Gospel.  He could have chosen 

some women but He didn’t for some reason—we really don’t know why. Jesus later sent out 72 

men to proclaim the Gospel, heal people, and drive out demons.  He did not send out women 

though there were women there with Him to send.  When the early church was growing the 

teaching of the Apostles and the passing down of the sacrament of Holy Communion was passed 

to men to lead.  Paul writing to Timothy about how to choose the right men to be leaders 

(overseer or elder—in Greek episcopal meaning head or leader) in the church gives a list of 

qualities to look for—a man of one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able 

to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 

money…not a recent convert…good reputation, etc. (1 Timothy 3:2-7)  Deacons are given a 

similar list of qualities right after this in Paul’s letter.  

In the early church the Church Fathers wrote about what the Apostles taught them about 

church organization and leadership.  The church was based on having a bishop who was ordained 

by laying on of hands by other bishops who in turn had been ordained by the Apostles 

themselves. The church was centered on bishops, priests, and deacons who had a direct lineage 

to the Apostles in an unbroken chain. This has continued to today. That is what the phrase in the 

Creeds is all about when we say we believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  

The role of the priest during the service is to stand in the place of Christ, to be an image 

of Christ. In Latin the phrase is In Persona Christi.  On the vestments a priest wears are the 

letters IHS.  These are Greek letters for the first three letters of the name Jesus (or some say first 

two and last letters of His name).  Jesus gave authority to His Apostles who in turn gave 

authority to bishops (priests and deacons) to minister and serve His followers.  In fact, in one 

place Jesus even said, “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive 

them, they are not forgiven.”  (John 20:23) There is a similar passage in Matthew, too.  This is 

sometimes called the Office of the Keys.  

Through the years the role of priest in the church has remained the role of men because 

the priest is the icon or image of Christ. It would be odd for a woman to be an icon of a man.  Or 

for a man to be an icon or image of the Virgin Mary.  
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Circling back, Jesus and His Gospel message is one of love and equality among all 

people, men and women. But, that does not necessarily mean men and women do all the same 

things.  Can women be prophetesses i.e. proclaim the Word of God?  Yes, clearly God has given 

some women this gift throughout history. Is that the same as being a priest or pastor?  According 

to the Bible, no.  

  Having said that, the church was radically advanced in terms of equality of men and 

women. The teachings of the church of equality were unprecedented. But, for nearly two 

thousand years there were never any Christian women priests. Women were very strong leaders 

throughout church history and have made incredible impact for the Gospel. But they were not 

priests. 

Women do and should play a great role in the church including some leadership roles. 

But, historically and Biblically these roles would not include being a priest or pastor. This is how 

Jesus led and intended His followers to live. 
 

~Submitted by Fr. Johnson, All Saints Parish, Saluda 

 

 
 


