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On the side of Evangelism and the Handheld Device 
 

Do people read these days?  I think they do… a lot. I also suspect that, if 

you are over the age of forty, there is a pretty good chance you can read a 

long paper article or maybe even a big paper book. This is not to say or 

make a judgment that the young don’t read, or that it is better to read a 

hard bound book than a book on a hand held device. All I am trying to say 

is that most young people are pretty much buried in their IPod’s, MiPads, 

and I-Phones. Yet, I think they read a lot from those very small devices.  

How, I don’t know. But they do.   

 The days of the large library in the home is becoming a passing relic, something to honor 

and give homage to, and is nice to look at. The library in your fellowship hall and Priest’s study, 

that once provided a sense of dignity and intelligence, is replaced by one hand held device. The 

printed word on paper has done much to pass along the life of the Church to a future generation.  

Some of my most prized possessions are the oldest… smelliest… theological books on my 

library shelf, and for some reason, even the ones with the worst theology have some honor 

because of their age, if not their content.   

 Technology has invaded the church in a most unbelievable way.  For example, a recent 

glance at a religious catalogue noted for sale IPADHF iPad Lectern. This solid wooden missal 

stand is made of beautiful walnut wood, and features a lift off top to reveal an iPad. So, here we 

go… the Missal is replaced with easy access to the liturgy with never a book in sight. With a 

Missal App, who needs that big red Anglican Missal on the Altar, or even the Altar Service 

Book?  The Book of Common Prayer and 1940 Hymnal can be easily replaced in the pews of the 

faithful with an app.  Some of these pads are so cheap, that you can provide a dozen for the cost 

of one Book of Common Prayer.  Such apps should be a warning to us that our days are changing 

faster than we can keep up with them, and the space in which we assemble is taking on a 

different look.  Just think: a one stop shop App to the liturgy of your choice.  Some of you know 

that I have been known to preach a sermon from my iPad.  I get a few raised eyebrows from the 

patriarchs of the Parish, but the young people think it is a pretty good idea.   

 And, if that is not enough, Morning and Evening prayer can now be done by listening to a 

unique website called “Cradle of Prayer” on the cell phone or iPad. You can listen to Morning 
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and Evening Prayer to and from work in your car, never turning a page in a book or setting foot 

in the church.  All of these devices have gains and losses.  Each item touches the fabric of our 

soul and raises new suspicions and taboos.  It is pretty much a guarantee that you can find the 

entire Library of Congress on the Internet, and certainly the Bible, which means you have access 

to it via your hand held device.  In a sense you can carry the entire library in your pocket or 

purse.   Thinking about the implications can make one dizzy.  But, I pray that these things do not 

prevent us from assembling ourselves together as the Church. 

 Anglicans like relics.  We still like going to the library and seeing the long aisle of books 

neatly stacked side by side.  We still like holding, smelling and feeling the paper in our hands 

and imagining the story coming to life on the page.  We still like going to the card catalogue and 

looking up the subject, and jotting down the title, author, date of publication and publisher.  I can 

still see a whispering attendant at the front desk signing out a book, or taking the fee of a book 

returned late.  All of that is now quickly fading into the dark hallways of time.  We are left with a 

Google Search, a right click, and a paste it to the page.  We have come a long way, from the 888 

Chinese block printing, and the Gutenberg’s printing presses, to the typewriter and computer.  

All the pieces of invention that went into these amazing machines; all sorts of alloys, ink, paper 

and wood were required for each invention, only for the purposes of passing along the printed 

word. All this provided ease and speed to the reader.  I suppose if it hadn’t been for the printing 

press… few, if any, would even know the Book of Common Prayer.  We like reading our liturgy 

out loud, which is the only allowable way to pray and worship; or at least move our lips and form 

the words, if you don’t have a voice.  I suppose you can do this from any device, but for me, 

somehow, the sense of the sacred is lost.  It is this sacred feeling that we need… the feeling of 

being on Holy Ground.  Letting these fancy devices change our worshipful routines is probably 

going to happen, but we cannot allow it to change what we believe is right and orthodox.  If it 

can help us bring the Good News to the lost, and enhance the sacred in our parishes, let us 

embrace it as a good thing.  I believe if we can keep faith with the liturgies handed down to us 

from our Anglican Fathers, and find room for these technologies, as Gutenberg did with the 

paper of the day… I say let us march on smartly.  But, I pray that these things do not prevent us 

from assembling ourselves together as the Church. 

 The issue for me is how do we maintain the sacred in the world we have been given, and 

remain faithful to our Anglican ways?  Visitors are looking for a church that feels safe and is a 

positive experience.  The question is do these technologies help our churches to grow or do they 

get in the way?  Not all our senses of seeing, touching, hearing, tasting and smelling are affected 

by these devices, at least not yet, but most are.  These devices do not provide you with the 

Sacraments, or the smell of the ascending incense found in our parishes.   So I would suggest we 

provide that which can’t be provided by the technologies of our time, and we will all be better 

for it.   

 Each of us knows that we need to struggle with these devices.  That is a given.  However 

we should not let these devices prevent us from being the people of God who enjoy worshiping 

together in quiet and peace, where heaven and earth touch.  Let us continue to learn more about 

the people we are, and to be faithful to the Canon of scriptures that teach us to consider the 

important things of our Christian duty.  “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 

and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 

is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”( Hebrews 

10:24-25) 
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From the Diocese 
 

The Diocesan Prayer 
 

ALMIGHTY God, who alone gavest us the breath of life, and alone canst keep alive in us the 

holy desires thou dost impart; We beseech thee, for thy compassion’s sake, to sanctify all our 

thoughts and endeavours; that we may neither begin an action without a pure intention nor 

continue it without thy blessing. And grant that, having the eyes of the mind opened to behold 

things invisible and unseen, we may in heart be inspired by thy wisdom, and in work be upheld 

by thy strength, and in the end be accepted of thee as thy faithful servants; through Jesus Christ 

our Saviour. Amen. (BCP p. 594) 

 

Mission Statement 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Retreat 
 

The Diocese has scheduled a Lenten Retreat for Friday and Saturday, 28-29 March, at  

S. Alban’s Parish ~ Richmond, Virginia.  The cost of the retreat is $15.00 per person for adults, 

and $5.00 for children under 8 (this includes breakfast and lunch on Saturday, March 29
th

).  A 

retreat rate of $59.00 has been established at the Clarion Hotel (3207 N. Boulevard; (804) 359-

9441). Diocesan clergy are expected to attend the Lenten Retreat, unless they have been excused 
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by the Bishop Ordinary.  More information can be found on the DMAS website.  Please see the 

last two pages of this issue for the Lenten Retreat Schedule and Registration Form. 

 

 

Diocesan Administration 
 

Bishop Lerow is pleased to announce to the Diocese the appointment of  

The Rev’d Sam Catlin as Vicar General for the DMAS. This appointment will be a paid position. 

Funding for the position was approved by the Executive Committee, in the Spring of  

A.D. 2013, at the Bishop's request.  The office of Vicar General is in addition to the office of 

Archdeacon, which is currently held by the Venerable C. Thomas McHenry, Jr.   

Typically, a Vicar General is appointed in Dioceses where there is no Bishop Ordinary. 

The DMAS has only had one Vicar General in its history, when  

The Most Rev’d John Charles Vockler, then Metropolitan of the Anglican Catholic Church, 

appointed himself as Vicar General for the DMAS. The Vicar General is the chief deputy to the 

Bishop in areas of administration. He will also serve as the personal representative, when 

requested to do so, of the Bishop Ordinary. One of the chief duties of the position is to move 

forward the Strategic Plan, which was adopted by the DMAS Executive Committee, and 

addressed by the A.D. 2013 Annual Synod. This appointment becomes effective 1 April.  

 

Children and Youth Committee – No report. 

 

Commission on Holy Orders – On 17 November, A.D. 2013, The Rev’d Sam Catlin moved 

the Scott School library to S. Thomas of Canterbury Parish, Roanoke, Virginia. Fr. Catlin 

had been storing the library in his home, for the past year, at no charge to the Diocese; 

however, he wished to recover the use of his living room. The entire operation cost less than 

$500.00; The Rev’d Paul Beutell, Rector at S. Thomas, has graciously agreed to store the 

volumes, at no charge, until their future use is determined.  

 

Constitution and Canons Committee – will next meet on 15 March, time and location TBA.   

 

Council of Advice – will next meet on 28 March, at Saint Alban’s, at 1:00 P.M. For 

teleconference information, please contact Debbie Weaver at secretary@dmas-acc.org.  

 

Evangelism Committee – No report.   

 

Executive Committee – will next meet on 28 March, at Saint Alban’s, immediately following 

the Council of Advice meeting. For teleconference information, please contact 

Debbie Weaver at secretary@dmas-acc.org. 

 

Music Commission – No report.   

 

Standing Committee – No report.   

 

  

http://www.dmas-acc.org/
mailto:secretary@dmas-acc.org
mailto:secretary@dmas-acc.org
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Diocesan Regions 
 

As was mentioned in the previous issue, Bishop Lerow has divided the Diocese into five 

Regions, to increase communication, and to encourage greater interaction among Parishes. 

Bishop Lerow met with the Regional Coordinators on 17 January. Each Regional coordinator 

has been given a deadline of 31 March, to meet with their Regions, and begin discussions. A 

report will be made at Synod by each Regional Coordinator, highlighting the meetings of their 

region. 

These Regional Meetings are not just for the local Clergy, but are also for all laymen – 

especially Senior and Junior Wardens, and vestry members – who have the time and energy to 

devote to spreading the light of the Gospel. Over the next year, each Regional Coordinator will 

meet with each Region – not just their own – so that there can be a cross pollination of ideas and 

energy among the Parishes. This is an exciting time for the Diocese, and we all have work to do.  

 

Galilee Region Meeting 
 

The Galilee Region [‘All Angels, S. Columba (Warrenton) 

and ‘Ascension] held their first Regional Meeting on 2 March at 

‘All Angels, in Springfield. The Priests from each Parish and at 

least two parishioners (including all of the Senior Wardens) from 

each parish were present. A great discussion ensued, and plans 

were made to coordinate evangelistic efforts between the 

Parishes. The Parishes will hold a joint service at ‘Ascension, on 

Ascension Day, followed by a pot-luck dinner. The next meeting 

is set for 9 June, at S. Columba. 

 

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule for 2014 
 

 March 16 - St. Stephen's (Clifton Forge, VA) & Christ Church (Bath County, VA)  

 April 27 - St. Mark's (Williamsburg, VA)  

 May 4 -  The Church of the Good Shepherd (Abingdon, VA)  

 May 25 - All Angel's (Springfield, VA) 
The Bishop’s full schedule of visitations may be found on the DMAS website. 

 

 

URGENT!!!         New Diocesan Treasurer         URGENT!!! 

 
Col. Kief Tackaberry, USA, Ret., has now fully taken the reigns as our Diocesan Treasurer. He 

may be reached at kief.tackaberry@ngc.com; Work: 703-280-2940; Home: 703-941-7777. 

Please send all correspondence and cheques to: 5406 Backlick Woods Ct., Springfield, VA 

22151.  All Clergy please relay this to your parochial treasurers, immediately. Thank-you! 

 

Clergy Meeting 
 

 The next Clericus (19-20 May, A.D. 2014) will include discussions on Diocesan Retreats 

and Evangelism. It will be hosted by S. Michael the Archangel in Frederick, Maryland. 



6 

New Diocesan Website 
 

The diocese has a new website address – www.dmas-acc.org.  

 

Diocesan Calendar 
 

 28-29 March, A.D. 2014 – DMAS Lenten Retreat (S. Alban’s, Richmond, VA) 

 19-20 May, A.D. 2014 – Clergy Meeting (S. Michael the Archangel, Frederick, MD) 

 12-14 June, A.D. 2014 – DMAS Synod (S. Matthew’s, Newport News, VA) 

 20-26 July, A.D. 2014 – DMAS Youth Summer Camp (Mechanicsville, VA) 

 15 August, A.D. 2014 – Executive Committee Meeting (time and place TBA) 

 14-15 November, A.D. 2014 – Pre-Advent Retreat (S. David’s, Charlottesville, VA) 

 

From the Ordinary 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

The Feast of Epiphany ends the Christmas season in the English tradition. It is, in 

fact, twelve days from the birth of our Lord. The festivities of Midnight Mass, Nativity 

of our Lord, singing carols, and gift giving have ended. The English Church used this 

feast to commemorate the visit of the Magi to the Christ child, and to emphasis the 

significant event of including the rest of God's creation in the inheritance with the 

Hebrew family. The significance of this gift is noteworthy in light of the grace that God 

provides for all humanity. God desires all people to come to the knowledge of His 

redemption.  It is truly a great gift. God is a giving God who sent forth his Son, born of 

woman for the salvation of all. It is this giving heart of God that we should model 

in life. 
This brings me to the point of my letter to you.  This year I would like to emphasize 

the concept of tithing and giving to your church.  Many of our parishes are having 

difficulty finding the funds to pay the clergy, and to  care for the temporalities of the 

ministry.  Most often it seems we cannot get beyond just paying for the basic sustaining 

elements of a local church,  and are then unable to do the good will projects, buy 

educational materials, develop outreach events, and minister to our community.  But, I 

believe that we can overcome this problem, by developing the principle of tithing. 

Giving of gifts and tithing is paramount in the work of Christ's Church.  This sort of 

giving has a long history reaching as far back as Genesis and the story of Abraham.  You 

know that your parish would not exist without the faithful giving of your members, be it 

a mission or parish. The concept in the Christian world is called tithing. Tithing is first 

mentioned in reference to Abraham who gave a tenth of all he had to Melchizedek, the 

priest of God. Heb 7:2 You will read in Hebrews 6:19-20 that Jesus Christ, after His 

resurrection, is High Priest "after the order of Melchizedek." It seems logical to me that 

if Abraham can give a tenth of his income to Melchizedek, so should the Christian give a 

tenth of their income to the ministry of Jesus Christ in their church, which is also in the 

order of Melchizedek.  Each church member needs to be taught the importance of this 

principle for the life of their local church, for the furtherance of the Good News to the 

http://www.dmas-acc.org/
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World, and the growth of their parish.  Though Epiphany gives the impression of ending 

the gift giving period in our culture, let us not as Christians forget the importance of 

sustained, faithful giving to our church through this model.  

Of course tithing is not everything when it comes to the spiritual disciplines.  

Certainly tithing can measure sincerity to a great extent, and should be included in the 

equation, but we do not want to fall into the trap that the Pharisees fell into as noted in 

Matthew 23:23: " Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of 

mint and anise and cumin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, 

mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and  not to leave the other undone."  Jesus 

is not afraid to make a serious point.  He puts his finger on the condition of the heart.  

What our Lord is teaching here is a commitment.  God is not interested in your public 

demonstrations of piety.  He is interested and demands true sincerity, and real 

commitment.  Jesus is asking are you really committed to all that God teaches and how 

we are to live our lives, which includes justice, mercy and faith?  Getting the tithe out of 

a member of the parish is probably the hardest thing to do.  But, if we cannot do that then 

it is most likely we will be delinquent when justice, mercy and faith call us to action. 

Let us step out into this new year, and give everything to the life and ministry of Jesus 

Christ, through your local Church.  Give your tithe, attendance, time, heart, mind and soul 

to the best of your ability.  Your family, your Church and your Diocese needs you to do 

this more than ever, for the sake of the Kingdom and the life of the Anglican Catholic 

Church. 

In closing let us memorize and believe this passage from Luke.  I believe we will all 

be better for it. 

 

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed  down, and shaken 

together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure 

that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
A downloadable copy of the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer can be found on the DMAS website. 

 

9 - 15 March, Lent I – The Diocese of the South, The Most Rev. Mark Haverland, Bishop Ordinary. 

 

16 – 22 March, Lent II – The Missionary Diocese of Congo The Rt. Rev. Steven Ayule- Milenge, 

Bishop Ordinary.  
 
23 - 29 March, Lent III – St. Annes, Charlotte Hall, Maryland The Rt. Rev. William McClean, 

Rector. 
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Requiescat in Pace 
 

 

Barbara Lorraine McClean 
May 6, 1944 - December 17, 2013 

 

Barbara Lorraine “Garr” McClean, 69, of Charlotte Hall, MD, formerly of 

Burlington, Ontario, Canada, passed away on December 17, A.D. 2013, at 

her residence. She was the daughter of the late Henry William Charles 

Rosser and the late Daisy Maude Rosser. Barbara was the loving wife of 

The Rt. Rev’d William McClean, Jr. whom she married at Grace 

Episcopal Church in Waterford, New York on August 24, 1968. Barbara 

is also survived by her children Mary Kathleen McClean (Dennis) and 

Matthew George McClean (Jenny) both of Mechanicsville, MD; her sister 

Mary Yvonne “Eve” Rosser of Burlington, Ontario, Canada; her three 

grandchildren Christopher, Jackson, and Lucas, and a host of other loving 

relatives and friends. Barbara graduated from Sundridge High School in 

1962, and moved to St. Mary’s County from Brandywine, MD, in 1979.  Barbara was a 

dedicated homemaker, was a member of the Mt. Zion Hungry Team, and was a member of the 

Church Alter Guild. She loved cooking, Baking, and canning goods, loved her flower garden, her 

cat “Otis,” and she sang in the church choir.  

A Requiem Mass was celebrated on Saturday, January 4, A.D. 2014, at St. Anne’s 

Anglican Catholic Church at Dent Memorial Chapel, Charlotte Hall, MD at 10:30 A.M. The 

Most Rev’d Mark Haverland officiated, the Ven. C. Thomas McHenry assisted, and The Rev’d 

Dennis Sossi preached. The interment was private. Pallbearers were Christopher Andujar, Dennis 

Brady, William Bolesworth, and Stephen Abell. Contributions can be made to St. Anne’s 

Anglican Catholic Church Building Fund and/or Hospice of Charles County, MD.  Arrangements 

provided by the Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral Home, P.A., Leonardtown, MD. 

 

Roger Beidler 
 

Roger joined the Church of the Epiphany, Amherst, Virginia, around 1986. He and Jackie 

were members of Ascension Episcopal, when Fr. Pedlar, in 1979 or 1980 left that church and 

started the Anglican Catholic Church in Amherst. Jackie remained Episcopalian, but Roger, who 

was quite fond of Fr. Pedlar, left in 1986, or so. He served as Senior Warden twelve times, and 

Junior Warden twice.  He was active as a lay reader, server, usher, etc.   

If you knew Roger, you knew he was a cheer leader. He went to Synods in New Orleans, 

San Mateo, Denver, Indianapolis, and this past June in Northern Virginia. He was a close friend 

of Bishop Cahoon and Bishop Scott, and was very fond of them both. He organized Shrove 

Tuesday pancake suppers, coffee hours, Lenten dinners, picnics - in other words, he worked 

tirelessly for the Parish for 27 years, and loved doing so. 

The Rev’d C. Don Poff conducted the Requiem Mass, on 30 December, A.D. 2013. The 

Mass was held at S. Francis Roman Catholic Church, and the reception at S. Mark’s, Episcopal. 

Over two-hundred people were in attendance.  
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Brother John Charles Vockler, Archbishop 
22 July, 1924 – 6 February, 2014 

 

My esteemed predecessor, Brother John-Charles, the Fifth Metropolitan 

of the Original Province and Fifth Acting Primate of the Anglican 

Catholic Church has now entered life eternal.  If he were still a bishop 

of the Anglican Communion, I believe he would be its senior bishop by 

date of consecration.   

 

He had a most remarkable life, knowing the late Queen Mother, Mae 

West, Archbishop Michael Ramsay, Prince Charles, Queen Salote of 

Tonga, and a host of other folk, great and small.  He was loved by 

many, and he helped many of us learn to pray better and to love God 

more.  Given his age and the peaceful circumstances of his death, 

comforted with priest and sacrament, we cannot be sorry for him.  I had 

hoped to visit him in May, but that was not to be.  I know you will all remember him in your 

prayers and Mass intentions.   

May he rest in peace. 

~ Archbishop Haverland 

 

From the Parishes 
 

All Angels, Springfield, Virginia  
 

This past Fall, All Angels Mission held its first Invite a Friend Sunday 

evangelism event. Parishioners were encouraged to invite family, friends, 

and colleagues to services on a pre-determined Sunday. The date was 

selected 10 weeks in advance to allow the congregation adequate 

preparation time.  On the day of the event, nearly half of the parishioners 

had a friend attending. Guests were treated to a special musical performance 

during the service, with fellowship and a hearty brunch afterwards. In addition, all guests were 

given souvenir bookmarks with Bible verses and church information. All Angels is planning to 

hold another Invite a Friend Sunday in May. 

 

All Saints, Saluda, Virginia 
 

Fr. Jeff Johnson was instituted as Rector of All Saints Parish on 12 

January, A.D. 2014, by Bishop Donald Lerow.  It was a joyous 

occasion, with 34 in attendance!  Dr. Howard Browne, Senior Warden, 

presented Fr. Johnson with the keys to All Saints Parish. Then Bishop 

Lerow, as the minister for the Institution, presented Fr. Johnson with the Book of Common 

Prayer, The Holy Bible, and the Canons of the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States.  During his 

homily, Bishop Lerow commented on some of the traditions and the unity of the One, Holy, 

Catholic, and Apostolic church.  He charged Fr. Johnson with continuing to lead All Saints in 



10 

keeping with historic, scared doctrine, and more importantly in fostering a loving community. 

The loving fellowship of All Saints was clearly evident in the potluck dinner filled with laughter 

and great conversations. 

All Saints continues to support the South Sudanese Church and the Diocese of Aweil.  

The Parish gathered medical supplies and other gifts to send to Bishop Garang.  St. Mary 

Immaculate hospital of Newport News donated cases of supplies containing bandages, gauze, and 

antiseptic dressings.  Several boxes were shipped to Bishop Garang in hopes of helping prevent 

unnecessary suffering from minor wounds or infections, such as that which killed the Bishop’s 

sister in July.   

Bishop Garang reported that the South Sudan Aweil Diocesan Cathedral now has a roof 

and doors! They are very thankful for all the 

donations provided.  The cathedral is still in 

need of approx. $40,000 for completion.  

Donations can be made to: 

 

The Missionary Society of St. Paul the Apostle 

Anglican Catholic Church 

P. O. Box 5223 

Athens, GA 30604-5223 

 

Christ Church, Bath County, Virginia  
 

Christ Church at Union Chapel suffered a broken water pipe during the recent 

very cold weather, which caused flooding of the nave.  We had to cancel 

services for the last two weeks because of the damage, but will be back in the 

building soon. 

 

 

 

Church of the Ascension, Centreville, Virginia 
 

With the quick approach of Lent, Ascension is again planning Friday 

“Lenten Soup Suppers” on March 14 & 21 and April 4 & 11 at 7pm.  Any 

and all who may be in the area are invited to join the Ascension family for 

worship, soup, and fellowship. 

Ascension has been graced for years with the presence of Father 

Robert Harris (retired), and recently with the gift of having Father Arthur 

Woolley join us in his retirement.  Although Father Harris can no longer physically serve at the 

Altar, he has provided many insights on Anglicanism to any who have a question (even Father 

Weaver!).  Father Woolley has recently begun preaching homilies and, god willing, will continue 

to assist as needed in the future. The vast experience of both Fathers Harris and Woolley are a 

god-send to the parish. 

The Huff family began a pet project in 2013 to prepare a trail for an outdoor “Stations of 

the Cross” for all at Ascension to utilize for their private devotions throughout the year.  We hope 

that the path will be ready by Good Friday. 
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Church of the Epiphany, Amherst, Virginia  
 

The Parish remains clerically vacant, after the departure of  

The Rev’d Kevin Spaeth, in November of A.D. 2013. Fathers Sossi, Poff 

and Catlin work a rotating schedule to provide the Parish with Holy 

Communion at-least twice monthly. Other Services are covered by the 

layreaders. 

 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Abingdon, Virginia 
 

On the Sunday next before Advent, Bishop Donald 

Lerow made his Episcopal visit to the Church of the Good 

Shepherd in Abingdon, Virginia.  Bishop Lerow preached, 

and Father Timothy Weiss celebrated Holy Communion.   

A covered dish luncheon followed the service. 

 

 

 

Saint Alban’s, Richmond, Virginia  
 

Saint Alban’s will celebrate the 30th year of its founding in 2014. 

The date of the first service was 

January 22, 1984. The vestry has 

deferred the official celebration until 

St. Alban’s Day on or near June 25, 

2014. For the next several months, in 

The Verger, they will publish a narrative by Avril Lim 

about the first 25 years of the church’s existence. 

Services began at L.T. Christan Funeral Home, 

officiated by The Rev’d S. Strouther Smith III. 

 

 

Ss. Andrew and Margaret, Alexandria, VA 
 

No submission. 
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Saint Anne’s, Charlotte Hall, Maryland 
 

Bishop McClean would like to offer his sincere thanks and appreciation to all 

of the Parishes and people of the Diocese, for their prayers and support during 

Lorraine's illness. She read the notes and cards many times over, and they gave 

her great comfort. Her final Service was a great tribute to Lorraine, with 151 

people attending the Requiem. Many family members and friends (New York 

& New England) were prevented from attending due to the winter storm. Many 

thanks to all of the clergy and laity from outside the parish for attending her Requiem. 

St. Anne's experienced the highest attendance for the Christmas Eve Mass since 2008, 

with 84 souls in church.   

 

Saint Columba, Warrenton, Virginia 
 

Fr. Rosales reports that S. Columba held a vestry meeting on 19 

January, at which they discussed updating the website, creating a Parish 

Directory, and what further efforts could be made in advertising and publicity, 

along with outreach. It was also decided that the Parish would send funds to 

Philippine typhoon relief.  

 

 

Saint Columba’s, Lebanon, Virginia 
 

No submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint David’s, Charlottesville, Virginia 
On Sunday, 2 February, Albrecht von Gaudecker played a recital on the new 

Viscount organ at S. David’s. The program was as-follows: 

 

Dietrich Buxtehude – Toccata in d, BuxWV 155 

(1637 - 1707) 

Jehan Alain – Premiere Fantaisie 

 (1911 - 1940) 

Antonio Vivaldi – Concerto in A Minor (arr. J. S. Bach, BWV 593) 

(1678 - 1741)       (Allegro) - Adagio - Allegro  

  

Ralph Vaughan Williams – Three Preludes founded on Welsh Hymn Tunes 

(1872 - 1958)  

I. Bryn Calfaria 
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II. Rhosymedre 

III. Hyfrydol  

  

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy  – Sonata op. 65 no. 2 in C minor  

(1809 - 1847)                              Grave - Adagio - Allegro maestoso e vivace - Fuga  

A reception followed. 

 

Saint George’s Parish, Temple Hills, Maryland  
 

The Parish held its final Service, the Mass of The Sunday after 

Christmas, on 29 December, A.D. 2013. The Mass was said by The Rev’d 

Sam Catlin; The Right Rev’d William McClean, Jr., one of the early Rectors 

of the Parish, pontificated. 

 

Pray thanksgiving for the life that was in this place, the life of the 

Christ, and for all that was done in His holy name. Pray sorrow that this part 

of our Diocesan family has gone from us ~ that the light of Anglo-Catholicism 

has gone out, in this place. 

 

Saint John’s, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 

Saint John's held our annual outreach Service of Lessons and Carols on 

Sunday, Dec. 15.  We were once again blessed with the musical talents and 

expertise of The Harbor String Quartet and vocalist Elizabeth Scott.  Our goal 

with this service is to introduce St. John's to those in our community who have 

never heard of us and are unaware of our existence.  We invited several other 

churches in our area and executed a modest and targeted single piece of 

advertising.  Attendance this year was approximately 65, which is a significant increase over last 

year. There were also more people who enjoyed the splendid reception that followed, prepared 

and hosted by the Women of St. John’s.  We hope to repeat this service next year if we have the 

funds to do so.  Our congregation enjoys this Service of Lessons and Carols and has had fun in 

planning for and participating in it the last two years. 

 

Saint Luke’s, Fredericksburg, Virginia 
 

St. Luke's celebrated its 26th birthday on January 17th. Twenty-four 

worshipers attended the initial service in 1988, at the West Stafford 

Community Center in Stafford County. The celebrant was the Rev. Canon 

Ramsey Robertson-Kendall, now deceased. 

 

St. Luke's is busy establishing a working relationship with its neighboring 

Celebration Church, of the Anglican Church in North America. Retired U.S. Army three-star 

general, and retired Episcopal Priest, The Rev'd John F. Wall, Jr., has published a new book: A 

Christian Stroll Through the Hebrew Bible. It’s available from Amazon in both hard-copy and e-

book editions. The Walls have taken to worshiping at St Luke's often  
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Fr. Edmunds aspires to advertise Spanish language Prayer Book Services, at some point in 

the near/intermediate future, and would welcome the gift of any Spanish language 1928 Prayer 

Books. 

 

 

Saint Mark’s, Williamsburg, Virginia 
 

Saint Mark’s has established a Facebook page. Elaina Warren, the wife of  

The Rev’d Daniel C. Warren, Rector of Saint Mark’s, maintains the page. 

Please visit them there! 

 

 

 

 

Saint Mary’s, Wilmington, Delaware 
 

The 18th Annual Conservative Caucus of Delaware Banquet was held at 

Harry's Savoy Ballroom on Sunday 6 October,2013. Mr. Ramesh Ponuru, 

Senior Editor of National Review, introduced the speaker,  

Justice Antonin Scalia. The Grace was given by Fr. Gunn-Walberg.  

Justice Scalia remarked favourably it had been some time since he had heard a 

priest say "in the name of the Father, the Son, and THE HOLY GHOST" 

Fr. Gunn-Walberg is grateful for being enabled by a grant from the MacCammond Fund  

to attend a meeting of The Abbeyville Institute in Charleston, SC at the Episcopal Retreat Centre 

last summer which featured many distinguished scholars of Southern Culture including Clyde 

Wilson and Donald Livingston and which included visits to several historic churches under  

Bp. Lawrence. There was considerable interest expressed in the ACC by attendees. 

 

Saint Matthew’s, Newport News, Virginia 
 

On 8 February , The Rev’d T. L. Crowder was Instituted Rector of Saint 

Matthew’s Parish by The Right Rev’d D. Francis Lerow, Bishop Ordinary of 

the DMAS. Fifty-eight souls were in-attendance, including the Bishop’s wife, 

Karolie, and her Mother, Mrs. Doris F, Stone, as well as Fr. Crowder’s parents, 

who flew-in from Oregon for the Service. Two were received during the 

Service, and a sumptuous reception followed.  

 

Saint Matthew’s, Seat Pleasant, Maryland 
 

No submission. 
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Saint Michael the Archangel, Frederick, Maryland 

 
The official date of the implementation of the "Strategic plan" in our 

Parish is January 26, our Annual Meeting. Three new commissions will be 

officially effective that day: Education- Communication- Evangelism/outreach. 

Two years ago, with the help of the then Rector (now emeritus), Fr. Woolley,  

S. Michael’s started a building fund campaign. This operation has entered its 

final phase; that of looking for a building or land to buy. The Vestry along with 

the Evangelism Commission are working on it. During his Episcopal Visitation on Epiphany V,  

The Right Rev’d D. Francis Lerow Confirmed Craig Steven Miller, Autumn Joy Miller, 

Elizabeth Marie Miller, and Douglas Scott  Hessler. He Received Kevin Raleigh, Dotty Raleigh, 

and Terra Hessler. 

 

Saint Paul’s, Lexington, Virginia 
 

In honoring its patron saint today, the 26
th

 , the Rector was wondering with the 

congregation at St. Paul's Church if Ananias, who went reluctantly to make a 

pastoral call on Saul of Tarsus after he was blinded by the brilliant light he saw 

near Damascus in his vision of the Risen Lord, were an elder of the church in 

Damascus.  After all, he was doing, at God's command what St. James tells us 

to do when we're ill--"Is any among you sick?  Let him call for the elders of the 

church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord, and the 

prayer of faith will save the sick man..." (James 5:14).  Ananias laid his hands on Saul, an option 

given in the Prayer Book for the service of Unction of the Sick (Prayer Book, p. 320), and his 

sight was restored...some encouragement for us all to use this short service during times of 

illness. After the service, and some delicious refreshments in the parish hall, St. Paul's held its 

annual Parish Meeting. 

 

Saint Peter’s, Christiansburg, Virginia 
 

In support of the Pregnancy Resource Center  (PRC) of the New River Valley, 

St. Peters is again participating in their Baby Bottle Program.  The funds we 

contribute help the PRC carry out its ministry of Christian outreach to women 

and men with unplanned pregnancies.  The PRC owns and operates Valley 

Women’s Clinic with offices in Blacksburg and Radford serving primarily 

Virginia Tech and Radford University. 

 

Saint Stephen’s, Clifton Forge, Virginia 
 

Saint Stephen's, Clifton Forge, Virginia, has a new website:  

 www.st-stephens-clifton-forge-va.org/index.html 

 

It is a work in progress, with new material being added regularly. 

 

http://www.st-stephens-clifton-forge-va.org/index.html
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Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Roanoke, Virginia 
 

On Sunday, January 19, S. Thomas of Canterbury’s Outreach Committee met 

to discuss their mission activity for 2014. The Committee decided to continue 

to support the ministries they supported in 2013. Two new parishioners joined 

the Committee and will be participating in the various ministry activities the 

Committee is involved in. Here is a list of the ministries with which the 

Committee is involved:   

 

Ministries Supported by St. Thomas 

 

Airlee Court Neighborhood Free Community Dinners twice per year 

Blue Ridge Women’s Center Financial support (donations) and parishioner volunteers.  

(Roanoke’s Christian-based Crisis Pregnancy Center) 

Manna Ministries Financial support and parishioner volunteers 

(Provide food and clothing to the working poor of the Roanoke Valley area) 

Mission Society of St. Paul (ACC) Financial support 

RAM House Committee members volunteer. 

(Roanoke Area Ministries day shelter) 

Rebuilding Roanoke Together Committee members and parishioners volunteer for a once 

a year project 

Roanoke Rescue Mission Financial support and committee members volunteer. 

(Homeless Shelter) 

Turning Point (Salvation Army) Financial support and food stuff donations 

(Battered women and children’s shelter) 

VA Hospital, Salem, Virginia Committee members serve meals to PTSD veterans once 

per month.  

 

 

Reflections 
 

Five Features of Preaching in the Book of Acts  
(From Alan Thompson: The Acts of the Risen Lord Jesus)  

1. It is God-centered. The sermons in Acts always begin with God. They announce the 

good news of what God has promised, what He has done, and what He will do.  

2. It is Audience-conscious. While the preaching begins with God, it is not ignorant of 

those to whom the sermon is delivered. There is sensitivity to what the audience already 

knows, or doesn’t know. The preaching is deeply theological, but not at the expense of 

carefully communicating that theology in a way that is understandable.  

3. It is Christ-focused. The preaching in Acts is relentlessly focused on Christ. The 

sermons highlight the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, and explain the significance 
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of these events. Christ is proclaimed as the climax of redemptive history, and as the good 

news for sinners.  

4. It is Response-oriented, but not Response-driven. In Acts, we never see messages 

crafted in such a way as to manipulate a desired response. The Apostles not only taught 

about God and Christ, but also called people to faith in Christ and repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.  

5. It is delivered with Boldness. In the face of much hostility, the Apostles were often 

given a unique freedom to preach Christ with exceptional clarity. In an age like ours, with 

increasing hostility to Christianity and its claims, preachers must reclaim this mantle of 

boldness.  

 

~Submitted by Fr. Beutell, Saint Thomas of Canterbury Parish, Roanoke, Virginia 

 
 

“A General Rule for Distinguishing the Truth of the Catholic Faith from  

the Falsehood of Heresy.” 

 

“I have often  inquired earnestly and attentively of very many men eminent for sanctity 

and learning, how and by what sure and universal rule I may be able to distinguish the truth of 

Catholic faith from the falsehood of heretical wickedness.  I have always, and in almost every 

instance, received an answer to this effect: That we must, the Lord helping, fortify our own belief 

in two ways; first, by the authority of the Divine Law, and then, by the Tradition of the Church.” 

“But here someone perhaps will ask, ‘Since the canon of Scripture is complete, and 

sufficient of itself for everything, what need is there to join with it the authority of the Church’s 

interpretation’?  For this reason: because, owing to the depth of Holy Scripture, all do not accept 

it in one and the same sense, but one understands its words in one way, another in another; so 

that it seems to be capable of as many interpretations as there are interpreters.”   

“Moreover, in the Church itself, all possible care must be taken, that we hold that faith 

which has been believed everywhere, always, by all.  This rule we shall observe if we follow 

universality, antiquity, and consent.  We shall follow universality if we confess that one faith to 

be true, which the whole Church throughout the world confesses; we shall follow antiquity, if we 

in no wise depart from those interpretations which it is evident were held by our holy ancestors 

and fathers; and we shall follow consent, if in antiquity itself we adhere to the definitions and 

determinations of all, or at the least of almost all priests and doctors.”     

From St. Vincent of Lérins (died c. 450) 

 

~Submitted by Archdeacon McHenry. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07386a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03449a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05781a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07256b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/bible/index.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02408b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07386a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12406a.htm
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We live in dark times.  Our nation has murdered over 53 million babies since the passage 

of Rowe v. Wade.  What was once called sin, and shamed, is now celebrated.  The love of money 

and self is pandemic. TV, Films and Music are filled with sex, violence, and even satanic 

symbols such as the recent Grammy Award presentation by Katy Perry.  But we have the answer 

to all this darkness. 

Jesus is the True Light that came into the world.  In Him is life. His light shines in the 

darkness. And the darkness cannot overcome Him. 

We must pass on the light of life to all. 

 

~Submitted by Fr. Johnson, All Saints Parish, Saluda 

 
 

As we begin the final preparations for Lent, the theme of sacrifice is often on our minds. 

We sacrifice in many ways, and of many gifts, throughout our Christian year. Lent sharpens our 

focus, or should, on the nature and necessity of those sacrifices.  

Several months ago, Bishop Lerow sent a letter, to be read from the pulpit in each Parish 

in the Diocese. It concerned tithing. You will recall it, I'm sure, as it was strongly worded, almost 

surprisingly so. The fact that it surprised us should not be examined in-terms of the author, but 

from that of those of us who received it.  

Anglicans, historically, are wretched tithers. In England, we were a State Church; thus, 

those in the pews felt only nominally obliged, if at all, to contribute especially towards the 

maintenance of God's holy Church. In our Country, the Episcopal Church was, in many places, 

well endowed, or enjoyed a sturdy reputation for being such, and similar thoughts were had by 

those in the pews. When last I checked, we ranked only slightly above our brethren in the Roman 

Church, who, in this country, have historically been the worst tithers of all Christian 

denominations. At that time, they were running at about three percent of their communicants 

giving a full tithe (generally considered, though wrongly, at ten percent of gross income), whilst 

we were running at about five percent. 

So, that we may begin to better worship God in this way, what are the rules? Well, they're 

pretty simple. When calculating one's tithe to Holy Mother, the Church, we begin with our gross 

income. This is how we understand, in the modern age, the scriptural command of the first fruits. 

Yes, this means before taxes, expenses, and wishes and Christmas lists (we celebrate Christ 

Mass; the world has Christmas, which I'd rather not capitalize, if I had my druthers).  

Next, we establish the figure that is ten percent of that gross income. However, remember 

that ten-percent, scripturally, is a starting-point, NOT a goal. Common sense tells us that, if God 

the Father gave us all that we have, short-changing Him is not a good idea, particularly in-light 

of the eternal repercussions.... 

Lastly, we give joyfully! Holy Scripture is also fairly clear that, if we give grudgingly, we 

may as well not give at-all, for we do more spiritual harm than good to ourselves, by so doing. 

Intention, as it does in all things, plays a key role, here. 

Sadly, incredibly, there are those who deny the importance of tithing, and will go even 

further, and deny that it is represented in the New Testament at all! Perhaps the most dramatic, if 

not sobering, representation in all of Holy Scripture, concerning tithing, can be found in the 

Book of The Acts of the Apostles. Do you know it? Can you find it? Let me know, if you cannot.  
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Clergy should always lead in this area. It is easy to do, once one begins. After that, it 

simply becomes automatic. If everyone in our Parish gave a full, starting tithe, I can assure you 

that we would never suffer for lack of funds.  

Despite our tendency to congratulate ourselves upon our catholic faith, and the salvation 

that affords us, we should never be too quick to dismiss those in protestant denominations, for 

they surely excel in some areas wherein we fail. Tithing is one of these. A good and close friend 

of mine, Pastor John Kuvakis, of Warrenton Bible Fellowship, opened my eyes to the impact of 

tithing.  

If a house-church is planted, and there are only ten families; and if those ten families only 

give the minimum pledge, that being ten-percent, then that house-church may have a full-time, 

resident pastor. Think of it! If each family has a gross income of eighty-thousand dollars, and 

each gives eight-thousand dollars per year, then that pastor will earn eighty-thousand dollars ~ he 

will be earning what his parishioners do, enabling him to live equally as-well as they. Is the 

labourer worthy of his hire? You decide that, with every donation that you make. For me, having 

been Anglican for decades, this was an eye-opening perspective, which I'd never considered, 'til 

then. 

Granted, this is a simple example, but the logic is undeniable. Thus, in your preparations 

for Great Lent, consider not only the additional sacrifices that you will make, to honour God, but 

reconsider your usual sacrifices, to see if aught can be done to better serve Him in those, as-well. 

 

~Taken from the ‘Weekly Post, the newsletter of Saint Matthew’s Parish, Newport News, 

Virginia 

 

 

Anglicans Elsewhere 
 

The Annual General Meetings of the Fellowship of Concerned Churchmen – 7-9 July – 

and Forward in Faith – 9-11 July – will be held at Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville IL. Canon 

Gunn-Walberg will attend as vice-president of the FCC. Further information regarding speakers 

and registration details will be given in the next issue. 

 

~Submitted by Canon Gunn-Walberg 
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The Anglican Catholic Church 

The Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States 
LENTEN RETREAT 

Friday and Saturday March 28-29, 2014 

St. Alban’s Pro-Cathedral 

Richmond, Virginia 

 

SCHEDULE  
 

Friday, March 28th 
 

6:00 PM Evensong 
6:45 PM First Session 
 The Lenten Epistles Archdeacon McHenry 
 

Saturday, March 29th 
 

8:00 AM Matins and Holy Eucharist  
 

9:15 AM Breakfast 
 

10-11 AM Second Session 
 DMAS Strategic Plan Bishop Lerow &  
  Regional Coordinators 
 

11:15 AM – Third Session 
 12:15 PM How to get involved in Your Parish Panel Discussion 

 Acolyte/Lay Reader 

 Altar Guild 
 

12:20 PM–1:20 PM  Noon Prayers & Lunch  
 

1:30 PM–2:30 PM Third Session 
 Lenten Symbolism  Fr. Jeff Johnson 
 

2:45 PM Evensong 
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The Anglican Catholic Church 

The Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States 
LENTEN RETREAT 2014 

Friday and Saturday, March 28-29, 2014 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Dear Canon Nalls, 
 

Please make the following reservations for the 2014  
Lenten Retreat: 
 

Adults @ $15   ________ 
 

Children @ $5  ________ 
 

Name: __________________________________  
 

Address: _________________________________ 
 
               __________________________________ 
 

Phone: __________________________ 
 

Parish: ___________________________________ 
 

Total enclosed:   $________ 
 

 
Mail by March 14 to: 
 
St. Alban’s Pro-Cathedral 
4006 Hermitage Road 
Richmond VA 23227 
Attn:  Lenten Retreat – 2014  

 


